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UN Human Rights Council Adopts Five Resolutions
Against Israel
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The UN Human Rights Council has roundly condemned Israel in resolutions tabled under the
agenda item 7, “Human Rights Situation in Palestine and Other Occupied Arab Territories”.

Five resolutions have been adopted against Israel, amounting to the greatest number of
condemnatory resolutions on a single country:

    * Human rights in the occupied Syrian Golan
    * The right of the Palestinian people to self-determination
    * Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and in
the occupied Syrian Golan
    * The grave human rights violations by Israel in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem
    * Follow-up to the report of the United Nations Independent International Fact-Finding
Mission on the Gaza Conflict

1) Human rights in the occupied Syrian Golan

(voted on 24/03/2010: 31 in favour, 1 against, 15 abstentions)

In a resolution (A/HRC/13/L.2) on human rights in the occupied Syrian Golan, adopted with
thirty-one  in  favour,  one  against,  and  fifteen  abstentions,  the  Council  calls  upon  Israel  to
desist from its continuous building of settlements and from changing the physical character,
demographic composition, institutional structure and legal status of the occupied Syrian
Golan, and emphasizes that the displaced persons of the population of the occupied Syrian
Golan must be allowed to return to their homes and to recover their property; further calls
upon Israel to desist from imposing Israeli citizenship and Israeli identity cards on the Syrian
citizens in the occupied Syrian Golan, and to desist from its repressive measures against
them and from all other practices that obstruct the enjoyment of their fundamental rights
and their civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights; calls upon Israel to allow the
Syrian population of the occupied Syrian Golan to visit their families and relatives in the
Syrian  motherland  through  the  Quneitra  checkpoint  and  under  the  supervision  of  the
International Committee of the Red Cross, and to rescind its decision to prohibit these visits,
as it is in flagrant violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention and the International Covenant
on  Civil  and  Political  Rights;  also  calls  upon  Israel  to  release  immediately  the  Syrian
detainees in Israeli prisons, some of whom have been detained for more than 24 years;
further calls upon Israel to allow delegates of the International Committee of the Red Cross
to visit  Syrian prisoners of conscience and detainees in Israeli  prisons accompanied by
specialized physicians to assess the state of their physical and mental health and to protect
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their lives; determines that all legislative and administrative measures and actions taken or
to be taken by Israel, the occupying Power, that seek to alter the character and legal status
of the occupied Syrian Golan are null and void, constitute a flagrant violation of international
law and of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of
War and have no legal effect; again calls upon States Members of the United Nations not to
recognize any of the above-mentioned legislative or administrative measures; and requests
the Secretary-General to report on this matter to the Council at its sixteenth session.

The result of the vote was as follows:

in favour (31): Angola, Argentina, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Chile,
China,  Cuba,  Djibouti,  Egypt,  Ghana,  India,  Indonesia,  Jordan,  Kyrgyzstan,  Madagascar,
Mauritius,  Mexico,  Nicaragua,  Nigeria,  Pakistan,  Philippines,  Qatar,  Russian  Federation,
Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, Uruguay and Zambia.

against (1): United States of America.

abstentions (15): Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cameroon, France, Gabon, Hungary,
Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Norway, Republic of Korea, Slovakia, Slovenia, Ukraine, and United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

2) The right of the Palestinian people to self-determination

(voted on 24/03/2010: 45 in favour, 1 against)

In a resolution (A/HRC/13/L.27) on the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination,
adopted with forty-five in favour, one against, and no abstentions, the Council reaffirms the
inalienable, permanent and unqualified right of the Palestinian people to self-determination,
including their right to live in freedom, justice and dignity and to establish their sovereign,
independent,  democratic  and  viable  contiguous  State;  also  reaffirms  its  support  for  the
solution of  two States,  Palestine and Israel,  living side by side in  peace and security;
stresses the need for respect for and preservation of the territorial unity, contiguity and
integrity of all of the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem; and urges all
Member States and relevant bodies of the United Nations system to support and assist the
Palestinian people in the early realization of their right to self-determination.

The result of the vote was as follows:

in  favour  (45):  Angola,  Argentina,  Bahrain,  Bangladesh,  Belgium,  Bolivia,  Bosnia  and
Herzegovina,  Brazil,  Burkina  Faso,  Chile,  China,  Cuba,  Djibouti,  Egypt,  France,  Gabon,
Ghana, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar, Mauritius,
Mexico, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar, Republic of
Korea, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Ukraine,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay and Zambia.

against (1): United States of America.

abstentions (0):

3) Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and in
the occupied Syrian Golan
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(voted on 24/03/2010: 46 in favour, 1 against)

In a resolution (A/HRC/13/L.28) on Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian Golan, adopted with forty-six in favour,
one against, and no abstentions, the Council condemns the new Israeli announcement on
the construction of 120 new housing units in the Bitar Elite settlement, and 1,600 new
housing units for new settlers in the East Jerusalem neighbourhood of Ramat Shlomo, and
calls upon the Government of Israel to immediately reverse its decision which would further
undermine  and  jeopardize  the  ongoing  efforts  by  the  international  community  to  reach  a
final  settlement  compliant  with  international  legitimacy,  including  the  relevant  United
Nations resolutions; urges the full implementation of the Access and Movement Agreement
of 15 November 2005, particularly the urgent reopening of Rafah and Karni crossings, which
is crucial to ensuring the passage of foodstuffs and essential supplies, as well as the access
of the United Nations agencies to and within the Occupied Palestinian Territory; calls upon
Israel  to  take  and  implement  serious  measures,  including  confiscation  of  arms  and
enforcement of criminal sanctions, with the aim of preventing acts of violence by Israeli
settlers,  and other measures to guarantee the safety and protection of  the Palestinian
civilians and Palestinian properties in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,  including East
Jerusalem; demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply fully with its legal obligations,
as mentioned in the Advisory Opinion rendered on 9 July 2004 by the International Court of
Justice; and urges the parties to give renewed impetus to the peace process.

The result of the vote was as follows:

in  favour  (46):  Angola,  Argentina,  Bahrain,  Bangladesh,  Belgium,  Bolivia,  Bosnia  and
Herzegovina, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chile, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, France,
Gabon,  Ghana,  Hungary,  India,  Indonesia,  Italy,  Japan,  Jordan,  Kyrgyzstan,  Madagascar,
Mauritius, Mexico, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar,
Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal,  Slovakia, Slovenia, South
Africa, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay and Zambia .

against (1): United States of America.

abstentions (0):

4)  The  grave  human  rights  violations  by  Israel  in  the  Occupied  Palestinian  Territory,
including East Jerusalem

(voted on 24/03/2010: 31 in favour, 9 against, 7 abstentions)

In  a  resolution  (A/HRC/13/L.29)  on  the  grave  human rights  violations  by  Israel  in  the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, adopted with thirty-one in favour,
nine against, and seven abstentions, the Council demands that the occupying Power, Israel,
end its occupation of the Palestinian land occupied since 1967, and that it  respect its
commitments  within  the  peace process  towards  the  establishment  of  the  independent
sovereign Palestinian State; strongly condemns the Israeli military attacks and operations in
the Occupied Palestinian Territory;  demands that the occupying Power,  Israel,  stop the
targeting  of  civilians  and  the  systematic  destruction  of  the  cultural  heritage  of  the
Palestinian people; condemns the disrespect for religious and cultural rights provided for in
core human rights instruments and humanitarian law by Israel, in the Occupied Palestinian
Territories;  demands  that  Israel  immediately  cease  all  diggings  and  excavation  works
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beneath and around Al-Aqsa mosque compound and other religious sites in the old city of
Jerusalem; calls for the immediate cessation of all Israeli military attacks and operations
throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory; demands that the occupying Power, Israel,
immediately stop its illegal decision to demolish a large number of Palestinian houses in
East Jerusalem; demands that Israel, release Palestinian prisoners and detainees including
women, children and members of the Palestinian Legislative Council; calls upon Israel to lift
checkpoints and open all crossing points and borders according to relevant international
agreements; and demands that Israel immediately lift the siege imposed on the occupied
Gaza Strip.

The result of the vote was as follows:

in favour (31): Angola, Argentina, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, China, Cuba,
Djibouti, Egypt, Gabon, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar, Mauritius,
Mexico, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia,
Senegal, South Africa, Uruguay and Zambia.

against (9):Belgium, France, Hungary, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Slovakia, United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and United States of America.

abstentions (7):Bosnia and Herzegovina, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Japan, Republic of Korea,
Slovenia, and Ukraine.

5) Follow-up to the report of the United Nations Independent International Fact-Finding
Mission on the Gaza Conflict

(voted on 25/03/2010: 29 in favour, 6 against, 11 abstentions)

In a resolution (A/HRC/13/L.30) on follow-up to the report of the United Nations Independent
International Fact-Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict, adopted with twenty-nine in favour,
six against, and eleven abstentions, as orally amended, the Council reiterates the call by the
General  Assembly  upon  the  Government  of  Israel  to  conduct  investigations  that  are
independent,  credible  and  in  conformity  with  international  standards  into  the  serious
violations of international humanitarian and international human rights law reported by the
Fact-Finding Mission, with a view to ensuring accountability and justice; reiterates the urging
by the General Assembly for the conduct by the Palestinian side of investigations that are
independent,  credible  and  in  conformity  with  international  standards  into  the  serious
violations of international humanitarian and international human rights law reported by the
Fact-Finding Mission, with a view to ensuring accountability and justice; calls upon the High
Commissioner to explore and determine the appropriate modalities for the establishment of
an  escrow  fund  for  the  provision  of  reparations  to  the  Palestinians  who  suffered  loss  and
damage as a result of unlawful acts attributable to the State of Israel during the military
operations  conducted  from  December  2008  to  January  2009;  decides  to  establish  a
committee of independent experts in international humanitarian and human rights laws to
monitor  and assess  any domestic,  legal  or  other  proceedings undertaken by both the
Government of Israel and the Palestinian side, in the light of General Assembly resolution
64/254, including the independence, effectiveness, genuineness of these investigations and
their conformity with international standards; and invites the International Committee of the
Red Cross and interested parties and stakeholders to consider the launching of an urgent
discussion on the legality of the use of certain munitions, as recommended by the Fact-
Finding Mission. Draft resolution L.30 was presented by Pakistan at the end of yesterday’s
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meeting (please see separate release, HRC/10/045E).

The result of the vote was as follows:

in favour (29): Angola, Argentina, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Brazil, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Kyrgyzstan, Mauritius,
Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal,
Slovenia, South Africa, Uruguay and Zambia.

against (6): Hungary, Italy, Netherlands, Slovakia, Ukraine, and United States of America.

abstentions  (11):  Belgium,  Burkina  Faso,  Cameroon,  Chile,  France,  Japan,  Madagascar,
Mexico,  Norway, Republic of  Korea,  and United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland.

Notes

[1]  Human Rights Council renews mandates on right to food and on elaboration of optional
protocol to children’s rights convention, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
website, 24 March 2010:
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=9940&LangID=E

[2]  Council establishes committee on experts in context of follow-up of Goldstone report,
renews mandate on Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Office of the High Commissioner
for Human Rights website, 25 March 2010
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=9942&LangID=E
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