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On Thursday, General Assembly members will meet in a rare emergency special session
(ESS) in the wake of America’s veto of a SC resolution opposing Trump’s recognition of
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.
A draft resolution is expected to be adopted overwhelmingly – America, Israel, and perhaps
a few US dominated Paciﬁc island states alone voting against it.
Security Council resolutions alone (with 15 members, 5 permanent, 10 rotating) are binding,
not GA ones, the body comprised of all UN members states, so resolutions adopted
represent the majority view of all nations, making them signiﬁcant statements carrying
political weight.
GA Resolution 377, Uniting for Peace (1950) states in cases where Security Council
members fail to act as required to maintain international peace and security, the General
Assembly shall consider the matter immediately, and may issue recommendations it deems
necessary.
The GA may meet in emergency special session if it’s not convened at the time. SC veto
power can’t block it. ESS resolutions can be adopted without consent of any or all of the ﬁve
permanent SC members.
These sessions have been convened 10 times since the UN was established, mostly recently
in 1997.
The 10th ESS was adjourned and resumed numerous times since 2000. They diﬀer from
special sessions, able to be called within 15 days of a request received by the secretarygeneral.
America initiated the Uniting for Peace Resolution in October 1950 to circumvent Soviet
Russia vetoes during US aggression on North Korea, begun in June that year when the USSR
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was boycotting the Security Council (from January to August that year), unable to use its
veto power in absentia.
GA Res. 377 was adopted by a 52 – 5 majority – “no” votes from Soviet Russia and four
other Eastern bloc countries.
On December 19, neocon US UN envoy Nikki Haley outrageously warned its member states,
saying:
Trump “will be watching this vote carefully and has requested I report back on
those countries who voted against us.”
“We will take note of each and every vote on this issue.”
Separately, she tweeted:
“The US will be taking names” during Thursday’s vote.
Turkey and Yemen requested the ESS on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic
Cooperation (OIC).
The draft resolution mirrors the Security Council one Washington vetoed – reaﬃrming the
illegality of actions “alter(ing) the character, status or demographic composition of the Holy
City of Jerusalem” – by Trump’s recognition of the city as Israel’s capital.
Palestinian ambassador Riyad Mansour said he expected “overwhelming support” for the
measure, adding:
“The General Assembly will say, without the fear of the veto, that the
international community is refusing to accept the unilateral position of the
United States.”
In the wake of Washington’s SC veto, igniting a ﬁrestorm in Occupied Palestine, Mike Pence
postponed his December 19 visit to Israel until mid-January.
He’s persona non grata in the Occupied Territories, America no longer recognized by
Palestinian leadership as an honest peace broker.
It never was before and isn’t now, one-sidedly supporting Israel, partnering in its high
crimes.
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for Hegemony Risks WW III.”
http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Stephen Lendman, Global Research, 2017

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page
Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by:

Stephen Lendman

About the author:
Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net. His new book as
editor and contributor is titled "Flashpoint in Ukraine:
US Drive for Hegemony Risks WW III."
http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html Visit his
blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com. Listen to cuttingedge discussions with distinguished guests on the
Progressive Radio News Hour on the Progressive Radio
Network. It airs three times weekly: live on Sundays at
1PM Central time plus two prerecorded archived
programs.

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been speciﬁcally authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an eﬀort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without proﬁt to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

|3

