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Ukrainian Parliament Passes Law Allowing Army
Deserters to be Shot

By RT
Global Research, February 10, 2015
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Region: Russia and FSU
In-depth Report: UKRAINE REPORT

Ukraine’s  parliament  has  passed  a  law  which  authorizes  commanding  officers  to  use
physical force against army defectors. It comes as the latest military draft has seen a lack of
enthusiasm on the part of potential soldiers.

Ukraine’s parliament voted on Thursday with 260 MPs in favor – only 226 votes were needed
to pass the law. The new article 22(1) added to the charter regulating service in the armed
forces of Ukraine states that commanders “have the right to personally use physical force,
special means, and weapons when in combat” against soldiers who commit “criminal acts.”

Under criminal acts the law lists “disobedience, resistance or threat to use force against the
commander, voluntary abandonment of military positions and certain locations of military
units in areas of combat missions.”

An explanatory note to the document says that currently there are mass violations of
military discipline, in particular, desertion from units and drinking alcohol, as well failure to
execute commanders’ orders.

In  late  January,  a  new  Ukrainian  military  draft  for  2015  came  into  effect.  This  one  is  the
fourth wave of mobilization since Kiev launched a military operation against militias in
eastern Ukraine in April 2014.

It was expected to see 100,000 people joining the army in three stages throughout the year.
However, the country’s Defense Ministry said on January 31 that nearly 7,500 Ukrainians are
already facing criminal charges for evading military service.

The Ukrainian president’s adviser, Yury Biryukov, cited statistics, showing that desertion
surprisingly was primarily a problem in western Ukraine, traditionally seen as a hotbed of
anti-Russian sentiment.

The Ukrainian president went as far as signing a decree on additional measures to ensure a
successful draft in 2015. A major provision is temporary restriction on leaving the country
for men eligible for military service.

“The Verkhovna Rada [Ukraine parliament] has authorized the shooting of army deserters.
By doing so they are risking shooting the whole army: people don’t want to participate in a
bloody venture,”  said  the  head of  Russia’s  Lower  House  of  Parliament  Committee  for
relations with the CIS bloc, Leonid Slutsky, on his Twitter.
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Kiev began a military assault on eastern Ukraine’s Donetsk and Lugansk regions in April
2014,  after  they  refused  to  recognize  the  country’s  new,  coup-imposed  authorities.
Following a period of calm and hopes that the Minsk negotiations conducted in September
2014 were bearing fruit, Kiev launched a new assault on the militia-held areas on January
18. Since then, eastern Ukraine has suffered constant shelling. Among the latest incidents, a
hospital in Donetsk was hit on Wednesday. Local authorities said more than 15 people were
feared dead in the attack. According to UN estimates, over 5,000 people have died since the
conflict started.
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