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than 40 countries.
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The Ukrainian Army’s high dependence on Western military support to continue its fight
against Russian troops has placed Kiev in a position where it cannot decide its path for itself,
said an analyst on CNN. The outlet also indicated that after more than 17 months of active
combat, the Ukrainian conflict had entered a decisive stage since Kiev now depends on the
decisions taken in Washington more than ever, which will be worrying for Ukraine since
there is every chance that the next US president ends up being a Republican.

The current situation in Eastern Europe will depend on “outside factors,” such as “shifting
political forces in the US, Moscow and European capitals,” Stephen Collinson points out in
his analysis on CNN. “One of Ukraine’s greatest tragedies as it pursues a critical offensive
that has, so far, failed to meet its own and Western expectations is that it cannot, by itself,
decide its destiny.”

According to him, the results of the Ukrainian counteroffensive — which began in June and
has shown no progress — “would have particular ramifications in the United States since it
could heighten questions over US support for the war that will be pushed into an
acrimonious election year.”

In fact, former Republican lawmaker Adam Kinzinger recently acknowledged widespread
pessimism within his party about the billions of dollars delivered to Kiev since February
2022.

The CNN analyst also pointed out that the Americans are preparing for a possible election
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contest between President Joe Biden —a Democrat and radical supporter of Kiev — and
former president Donald Trump, a supposed NATO sceptic who has promised to end
tensions between Russia and Ukraine in just one day.

Collinson believes that even if Trump does not win the presidential nomination, it is not
certain that voters will support Biden because there is increasing disbelief about the
growing involvement of Washington in the conflict. In his text, Collinson recalls recently
published information on CNN that US officials are receiving adverse reports about the scant
progress of Ukrainian troops against Russian forces.

“Ukraine’s struggles - and heavy combat losses - stem in part from entrenched, layered
defensive positions, trenches and minefields that Russia had months to construct and
the battlefield reality that an attacking force needs a numerical advantage over well
dug-in troops,” wrote the expert.

For Collinson, the conflict could end after the US fully enters the electoral process to define
a new president.

“There is so far no clear path even to a ceasefire,” he observed. “Ultimately, the
capacity of both Russia and Ukraine to sustain heavy battlefield losses will be critical in
deciding the point at which either side might be open to a settlement - when the cost of
continuing to fight might be outweighed by the rewards of ending it.”

According to the journalist, the stagnation of the conflict could gain more weight in
the political debate within the US.

“While foreign policy is rarely a deciding factor in presidential elections and the war in
Ukraine is not a dominant issue in the GOP primary, some party supporters in early
voting states like lowa and New Hampshire do raise it and question US generosity after
months of high inflation, which, even if it's cooling, has contributed to persistently dour
views of the American economy,” said the expert.

“So when US voters decide their own futures in November 2024, there’s a good chance
they will be playing a large role in sealing Ukraine’s fate as well,” Collinson concluded.

The possibility that the Democratic Party could be back out of power next year is hurrying
Biden to maximise his opportunities to funnel US taxpayer money into the financial
blackhole that Ukraine has become. Biden’s endless attempts to seek the US Congress’
approval to transfer billions of dollars in additional support to Ukraine in a bid to prolong the
war against Russia is a demonstration of this, especially when considering that Washington
has already transferred to Ukraine at least $76.8 billion in assistance since February 2022.

According to an older estimate by the Kiel Institute for the World Economy, Ukraine, by May
2023, had received more than $100 billion in humanitarian aid and military support from
more than 40 countries. Of that amount, Washington has contributed around $51 billion
dollars, more than half, in military, security, financial and humanitarian assistance.

At the end of July, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said that Kiev does not have
sufficient resources. However, the US, NATO members, and other institutions, such as
the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, delivered all the money to Ukraine.
Rather, if Zelensky is struggling now, he will have an even bigger problem in the coming
months because the money from the West will dry up as the level of support cannot be



maintained, especially in the context of the failed counter-offensive.
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