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UK-French Combat Drone Project Gets More Funding
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Prime Minister David Cameron and President François Hollande held a mini Anglo-French
Summit today at RAF Brize Norton in Oxfordshire.  Military co-operation was part of the
discussions, with advancing the Anglo-French drone programmes a key item on the agenda. 
While there is little detail yet, it has been announced that the two countries have agreed to
commit a further £120m to the Future Air Combat System programme for a further two-year
feasibility study led by BAE Systems and Dassault Aviation.

The Future Air  Combat System is  a  programme of  ongoing work on future unmanned
combat systems.   The UK MoD awarded £40m of funding to this programme in January
2012 and in July 2012 France and UK jointly awarded Euros 13m towards the programme.

Background

In November 2010, David Cameron and Nicolas Sarkozy signed The Declaration on Defence
and  Security  Co-operation  (dubbed  ‘the  entente  frugale’)  which  contained  a  specific  
commitment  to  work  together   on  unmanned  systems.   BAE  Systems  and  Dassault
immediately announced they were working together on plans to develop a new Medium
Altitude Long Endurance (MALE) drone,  the same category as the US Reaper and Predator.
This drone,  named Telemos, was expected to be given the go-ahead at the 2011 Paris
Airshow,  with BAE and Dassault  fully  expected their  respective  governments to sign
contracts.  However  at the airshow everything was abruptly put on hold for 18 months,
apparently due to the new French administration wanting to ‘go back to square one’ on the
concept, but it soon emerged there were other issues, including a wish by the French to
bring Germany into the project as well as apparent budgetary concerns.

In  February  2012  Cameron  and  Hollande  signed  a  new  declaration,  again  affirming  their
commitment to working together on unmanned systems but there was little detail.  The two
countries agreed to investigate the possibility of working together on an advanced combat
drone,  with  France  agreeing  to  evaluate  the  much  delayed  Anglo-Israeli  Watchkeeper
drone.  There were vague mentions of a possible MALE drone, but a year later France
was negotiating to buy Reaper drones from the US, much to the anger of the French military
industry, and all talk of building a new MALE drone to rival Reaper has been shelved.   Today
British Reapers are on operations in Afghanistan while unarmed French Reaper drones
are operational over Mali.

Rather  than  working  together  to  build  an  alternative  to  Reaper,  the  focus  is  now on
developing the next generation of drones under the Future Air Combat System.  These
drones will be much faster, stealthy, more autonomous, have a greater range and be able to
defend themselves from attack unlike the Reaper generation.
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In the US, we have seen over the past year Northrop Grumman’s X-47b advance unmanned
combat  drone  undertaketest  flights  from an  aircraft  carrier  and  Lockheed  Martin  revealed
that it has been  working on plans for the SR-72, an unmanned hypersonic aircraft.

In the UK, BAE Systems have been working on their Taranis drone and it is thought that the
work on the Future Air Combat System is separate but parallel to this project.

The original source of this article is Drone Wars
Copyright © Chris Cole, Drone Wars, 2014

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Chris Cole

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://www.flightglobal.com/news/articles/videos-usn-makes-history-with-first-x-47b-carrier-landing-388153/
http://www.businessinsider.com/lockheed-martin-reveals-mach-6-sr-72-hypersonic-spy-plane-2013-11
http://www.baesystems.com/product/BAES_020273?_afrLoop=1232253677635000&_afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=null&baeSessionId=PZJhSrgJmJvpLfg4vjjgM2q4mxhVFyHsxz8by7GWngtyHVcRLdfZ!299132692#%40%3F_afrWindowId%3Dnull%26baeSessionId%3DPZJhSrgJmJvpLfg4vjjgM2q4mxhVFyHsxz8by7GWngtyHVcRLdfZ%2521299132692%26_afrLoop%3D1232253677635000%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state%3D11vpqajwzk_4
http://dronewars.net/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/chris-cole
http://dronewars.net/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/chris-cole
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

