
| 1

UK Aid to Yemen: The Best Thing May Can Do for
Yemen Is to Stop Arming the Saudi Regime
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Yesterday the Prime Minister, Theresa May pledged £200 million worth of aid for the people
of Yemen. However, she has refused to stop arming and supporting the Saudi Arabian
regime, which has caused much of the damage. The ongoing bombardment has created the
worst humanitarian crisis in the world.

Since the bombing of Yemen began in March 2015, the UK has licensed £4.7 billion worth of
arms to the Saudi regime, including:

£2.7 billion worth of ML10 licenses (Aircraft, helicopters, drones)
£1.9 billion worth of ML4 licenses (Grenades, bombs, missiles, countermeasures)

In  reality  the  figures  could  be  a  great  deal  higher,  with  most  bombs  and  missiles  being
licensed  via  the  opaque  and  secretive  Open  Licence  system.

Andrew Smith of Campaign Against Arms Trade said:

“Any aid  that  reaches  people  in  need must  be  welcomed.  But  that  can’t
disguise the role of UK-made arms or the complicity of the UK Government in
the bombardment,  which has created the worst  humanitarian crisis  in  the
world.

This war could not be fought without the fighter jets and bombs being licensed
by the UK and other arms dealing governments. The best thing that May and
her colleagues can do for the people of Yemen is to stop the arms sales and do
all that she can to end this terrible war.”
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