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On July 25, 1990, Saddam Hussein entertained a guest at the Presidential Palace in
Baghdad: U.S. Ambassador to Iraq, April Glaspie.

Glaspie told the Iraqi president: “I have direct instructions from President (George H.W.)
Bush to improve our relations with Irag. We have considerable sympathy for your quest for
higher oil prices, the immediate cause of your confrontation with Kuwait.”

Glaspie then asked, point blank: “Why are your troops massed so very close to Kuwait’s
borders?”

“As you know, for years now | have made every effort to reach a settlement on our dispute
with Kuwait,” replied Hussein, deploying his own rendition of wartime spin. “There is to be a
meeting in two days; | am prepared to give negotiations only this one more brief chance.”

When asked by Glaspie what solutions would be “acceptable,” Hussein was forthright: “If we
could keep the whole of the Shatt al Arab — our strategic goal in our war with Iran — we will
make concessions. But, if we are forced to choose between keeping half of the Shatt and the
whole of Iraq [Note: Hussein viewed Kuwait as part of Iraq] then we will give up all of the
Shatt to defend our claims on Kuwait to keep the whole of Iraq in the shape we wish it to
be.”

At this point, ever aware of the power dynamics at play, Hussein queried Glapsie: “What is
the United States’ opinion on this?”

“We have no opinion on your Arab-Arab conflicts, such as your dispute with Kuwait,” Glaspie
answered. “Secretary (of State James) Baker has directed me to emphasize the instruction,
first given to Iraq in the 1960’s that the Kuwait issue is not associated with America.”

Eight days later, Iraq invaded Kuwait and provided the Land of the Free™ with the pretext it
needed to commence a relentless onslaught in the name of keeping the world safe for
petroleum. Which brings me to a forgotten anniversary.

While Aug. 6, of course, marks the 70th anniversary of the nuking of Hiroshima, it also
marks a quarter-century since the U.S. war against Iraq was initially launched. For most
people — particularly willfully ignorant anti-war activists — the starting date for the war in
Iraq is March 19, 2003. However, to accept that date is to put far too much blame on one
party and one president. A more accurate and useful starting date is Aug. 6, 1990 when —
at the behest of the United States — the United Nations Security Council imposed
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murderous sanctions upon the people of Iraqg.

It is widely accepted that these sanctions were responsible for the deaths of roughly
500,000 Iraqgi children under the age of five. U.S. Ambassador the UN in the mid-90s was
Madeleine Albright. In 1996,Leslie Stahl asked her on 60 Minutes if a half-million dead Iraqi
children was a price worth paying to pursue American foreign policy. Albright famously
replied: “We think the price is worth it.”

(Shortly afterwards, Albright was named U.S. Secretary of State by noted liberal Democrat
hero, Bill Clinton.)

Mickey Z. is the author of 12 books, most recently Occupy this Book: Mickey Z. on
Activism. Until the laws are changed or the power runs out, he can be found on the Web
here and here. Anyone wishing to support his activist efforts can do so by making a donation
here.
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