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U.S. offered to scare Iran during sailors’ dispute
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(AFP) A U.S. warplane launching from the flight deck of a U.S. aircraft carrier in the Gulf

The  United  States  offered  to  carry  out  aggressive  air  patrols  over  Iran’s  Revolutionary
Guards  bases  after  Tehran  detained  the  British  navy  crew  last  month.

Citing  unidentified  diplomatic  sources,  The  Guardian  newspaper  reported  that  Pentagon
officials  offered  a  series  of  military  options  to  scare  Iran  during  the  sailors’  dispute,  but
Britain told them to stay out of the affair and tone down armed forces activity in the Persian
Gulf.

One of the U.S. options involved combat aircraft patrolling over Iranian bases to show the
Iranians how serious the detention of the Britons was, the newspaper said.

Iran arrested the 15 British sailors and marines in the Persian Gulf on March 23 for illegally
entering its waters, but London said that they were operating in Iraqi waters at the time of
the arrest. Tehran released the navy crew last Wednesday as a “gift” to Britain.

Four  days  after  the  arrest  of  the  Britons,  the  U.S.  Navy  said  it  launched  its  largest
demonstration of  force in  the Persian Gulf  since the 2003 invasion of  Iraq.  The naval
exercises were led by two navy aircraft carrier strike groups which the U.S. deployed in the
Gulf region, backed by more than 100 American warplanes that carried out simulated attack
maneuvers off the coast of Iran.

At Britain’s request, the two carrier groups, totaling 40 ships plus aircraft, changed their
exercises to make them appear less confrontational, The Guardian said. London also asked
Washington to tone down its rhetoric against Tehran, the newspaper added.

British,  Iraqi  and  Iranians  officials  agreed  that  the  arrest  of  the  Royal  Navy  sailors  and
marines wasn’t planned by Tehran, a British source closely involved in the sailors’ dispute
told The Guardian.  “My best  guess is  that this  was a local  incident which became an
international incident,” he said.

A top Iranian official close to the Revolutionary Guards also said: “If this had been between
Iranian and American soldiers it could have been the beginning of an accidental war.”

The source insisted that the British sailors illegally entered Iranian waters three times in
three months leading up to the arrest, which was decided upon by a regional commander.
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Some analysts believe that the U.S. is now trying to provoke Iran into an action Washington
could use as an excuse for an attack, a move they warn could be “disastrous” for the whole
region.

The fact that there are now two U.S. excuses for a strike against Iran – the nuclear program
and Washington’s allegations that Tehran is interfering in Iraqi affairs – stirs speculation that
the U.S. is planning to attack the Islamic Republic, they say.

Iran denies sailors’ torture claims A top aide to Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
denied that the British navy crew had been mistreated during their detention, saying they
made such claims under pressure from their commanders.

The 15 British naval personnel, some of whom appeared on Iranian state TV confessing that
they had trespassed into Iranian waters, said after their release that they were stripped,
blindfolded and handcuffed as part of “psychological” intimidation by the Iranians to obtain
information and confessions.

But Ali Akbar Javanfekr, top press spokesman for Ahmadinejad said: “The mistreatment of
the sailors is a lie.”

“The British authorities should know that they cannot keep hiding the truth from the British
people,” he added.

Javanfekr also dismissed U.S. claims that Tehran had taken the sailors as hostages.

“American leaders have accused Iran of hostage taking with regards to the British sailors,
when the United States is the biggest hostage taker,” he said, in reference to the U.S.
detention facility in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

— AJP and agencies

The original source of this article is AFP
Copyright © Global Research, AFP, 2007

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Global Research

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca


| 3

material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

