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US Policy in the Balkans: Imperial ambition or side issue of no great importance?

Many questions remain as to the real reasons for the NATO and US bombing of the former
Yugoslavia. Was it a test run for an even grander plan of world domination? Was it a political
move to draw attention away from a US president’s infidelities? Recently the site Wikileaks
began publishing the Statfor e-mails, some of them contain bombshells, others an inside
look into the often twisted thinking behind US policy. You decide which one this is.

Recently while going through some information on the Wikileaks site, as many journalists |
am sure do, trying to find something of interest or perhaps a bombshell, | came across an e-
mail regarding an article by the founder, CEO and self-described chief intelligence officer of
the private intelligence corporation Stratfor.

The original can be seen here: http://wikileaks.org/qgifiles/docs/299114 geopolitical-

intelligence-report-russia-kosovo-and-the.html

The reason Stratfor is an important organization to watch, in my opinion, is because they
provide intelligence to private individuals and corporations worldwide that is used in the
implementation of policy and the formation of plans and goals. Stratfor also closely echoes
the official and often unspoken position of the U.S. on issues that have global impact. Those
two points and the fact that Stratfor has, or at least wants you to believe they have, close
connections to the U.S. intelligence community may allow the observer to obtain a look at
the thinking that is used in the formulation of U.S. policy and/or activities.

As a piece currently published on their site shows Stratfor does not hide the U.S.” imperial
ambitions or its plans at world domination, which brings me back to the subject of the e-mail
| mentioned above. The article by George Friedman, about which the e-mail was written,
was disturbing as it describes in an open, candid and arrogant manner U.S. policy regarding
Kosovo, the Balkans and the former Yugoslavia.

The article itself was written in December of 2007 but is still revealing enough to be of
historical significance as it shows the attitude of the U.S. towards Russia as well, during a
time when Russia welcomed the U.S. with (for lack of a better expression) open arms.

His first claim regarding Kosovo, is that it is an “archaic topic”, he also says it isn’t regarded
seriously and that you “... hear about it but you don’t care.” This is definitely a point that
the Serb people would have a problem with and clearly shows a belittling attitude toward
the whole conflict.

His comments about Russia are no better and he states that at the time of the Yugoslavia
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campaign, Russia was weak and its wishes were irrelevant. He goes on to describe how the
U.S. intentionally lied to Russia so Russia would end the war the U.S. started, and was
apparently helpless to stop, by promising Russia a peacekeeping role in Kosovo which the
U.S. never allowed. He also repeats how the events in Kosovo “fly in the face of Russia” as if
this alone is reason enough for what they are doing in Serbia.

Mr. Friedman goes on to admit that the so called “atrocities” that were supposed to have
occurred in Kosovo and what the Clinton administration said was taking place were all
fabrications and that this “was not the point”. So what was the point? The point was that the
U.S. and NATO had geopolitical plans for the Balkans and were set on dividing and remaking
the region to their own advantage or as Mr. Friedman put it “continue the policy of re-
engineering Yugoslavia.”

Regarding supporting the independence of Kosovo he admits in perfectly clear terms that
the U.S. and NATO (KFOR) are operating “... without either a U.N. or NATO mandate.”

The arrogance continues with opinions-presented- as-fact regarding Russia and Russian
thinking or beliefs. Mr. Friedman also makes several statements and claims regarding what
President Vladimir Putin was thinking or feeling as if he had access to the President’s
thoughts or emotions. Something completely inappropriate when speaking about a head of
state, a leader which it was clear the writer knew almost nothing about.

The piece ends with the following and | quote, “But here is the basic fact: For the United
States and its allies, Kosovo is a side issue of no great importance.” | am sure that for the
Serbian people, who view Kosovo as an integral and extremely important part of their
heritage and country, such a statement and such thinking would be cause for alarm, to say
the least.

Neither Mr. Friedman nor Startfor responded to requests for comments or an interview
regarding the e-mail in question.
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