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U.S. Expands “International Coalition” For War
Against Syria

By Xinhua
Global Research, September 10, 2013
Xinhua News Agency and Stop NATO

The White House announced Monday that 14 more countries have joined the United States’
call for a strong international response to the alleged use of chemical weapons by Syria last
month.

This brought to 24 the total  number of  countries that support the U.S.  government in
condemning the alleged Syrian government’s use of chemical weapons on Aug. 21 in the
suburbs of Damascus, which the U.S. claims killed more than 1,400 people, and calling for
“a strong international response.”

On the sidelines of the Group of 20 (G20) summit at St. Petersburg, Russia, U.S. President
Barack Obama and leaders of 10 other countries issued last Friday a joint statement on
Syria to call for a strong international response to Syria’s use of chemical weapons.

The countries included Australia (NATO’s Partners Across the Globe), Britain (NATO), Canada
(NATO), France (NATO), Italy (NATO), Japan (NATO’s  Partners Across the Globe), Republic of
Korea  (NATO’s  Partners  Across  the  Globe),  Saudi  Arabia  (NATO’s  Istanbul  Cooperation
Initiative invitee), Spain (NATO) and Turkey (NATO).

The new additions to the list of countries that stand behind the U.S. in its dealing with the
Syria crisis included Albania (NATO),  Croatia (NATO),  Denmark (NATO),  Estonia (NATO),
Germany  (NATO),  Honduras,  Hungary  (NATO),  Kosovo  (“the  world’s  first  NATO  state,”  not
recognized by a majority of the nations in the world), Latvia (NATO), Lithuania (NATO),
Morocco (NATO’s Mediterranean Dialogue) Qatar (NATO’s Istanbul Cooperation Initiative),
Romania  (NATO)  and  the  United  Arab  Emirates  (NATO Istanbul  Cooperation  Initiative).
[Qatar and the United Arab Emirates supplied NATO dozens of warplanes for its Operation
Allied Protector six-month air war against Libya in 2011.]

“We welcome additional  countries  expressing their  support  for  this  statement  and our
continued efforts to hold the Assad regime accountable and enforce the international norm
against the use of chemical weapons,” said the White House.

In the joint statement, the signatories said evidence clearly points to the Syrian government
being responsible for the Aug. 21 attack as part of a pattern of its chemical weapons use,
while vowing to hold Damascus accountable for the “grave violation of the world rules and
conscience.”

“We  support  efforts  undertaken  by  the  United  States  and  other  countries  to  reinforce  the
prohibition on the use of chemical weapons,” it said, citing that the United Nations remains ”
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paralyzed” as it has been for two and a half years during the civil war in Syria.

Short of explicitly supporting the planned U.S. military action on Syria, the statement said
Syria’s  conflict  has  no  military  solution  and  they  reaffirm  their  “commitment  to  seek  a
peaceful political settlement” through full implementation of the 2012 Geneva Communique
on seeking a peaceful solution to the Syria crisis.
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