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U.S. Denies Entry to former British Ambassador
Craig Murray
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Global Research, September 08, 2016 Theme: Police State & Civil Rights

The U.S. government, for no stated reason, and after having approved his entry in the past,
has denied Craig Murray the usual approval to enter the United States without a visa that is
given to UK citizens. Craig Murray was British Ambassador to Uzbekistan from 2002 to 2004.

Murray was forced out of the British public service after he exposed the use of torture by
Britain’s Uzbek allies. Murray is scheduled to chair the presentation of this year’s Sam
Adams Award for Integrity in Intelligence to CIA torture whistleblower John Kiriakou, and to
speak about diplomacy as an alternative to war at a World Beyond War conference planned
for September 23-25 in Washington, D.C.

Please sign this petition to the State Department.

In 2006 Murray was himself awarded the Sam Adams Award, and the citation included the
following: “Mr. Murray learned that the intelligence authorities of the UK and the US were
receiving and using information extracted by the most sadistic methods of torture by Uzbek
authorities. He protested strongly to London, to no avail. He was forced out of the British
Foreign Office, but has no regrets. There are more important things than career...Mr.
Murray’s light has pierced a thick cloud of denial and deception. He has set a courageous
example for those officials of the ‘Coalition of the Willing” who have first-hand knowledge of
the inhuman practices involved in the so-called ‘war on terror’ but who have not yet been
able to find their voice.”

Shocked by the denial of approval to enter the United States without a visa, Murray stated:
“I shall apply for a visa via the State Department as suggested but | must be on a list to be
refused under the ESTA system, and in any event it is most unlikely to be completed before
the conference.”

“It is worth noting,” Murray added,” that despite the highly critical things | have published
about Putin, about civil liberties in Russia and the annexation of the Crimea, | have never
been refused entry to Russia. The only two countries that have ever refused me entry
clearance are Uzbekistan and the USA. What does that tell you?

“I have no criminal record, no connection to drugs or terrorism, have a return ticket, hotel
booking and sufficient funds. | have a passport from a visa waiver country and have visited
the USA frequently before during 38 years and never overstayed. The only possible grounds
for this refusal of entry clearance are things | have written against neo-liberalism, attacks on
civil liberties and neo-conservative foreign policy. People at the conference in Washington
will now not be able to hear me speak. Plainly ideas can be dangerous. So much for the land
of the free!”
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The following joint statement has been signed by members of the Sam Adams Associates for
Integrity in Intelligence listed below:

News that former British Ambassador Craig Murray has been denied entry to the United
States under the regular visa waiver program is both shocking and appalling. We Sam
Adams Associates for Integrity in Intelligence (SAAIl) had invited Craig to be Master of
Ceremonies at our award ceremony honoring John Kiriakou, the CIA torture whistleblower
(more details at samadamsaward.ch ), this September as part of the ‘No War 2016’
conference.

Now we’re wondering which agency’s long arms have reached out to disrupt our ceremony
and to try to silence Craig.

Whatever they intend, it will be bound to backfire, since it only makes the US government
look like some sort of monolithic repressive apparatus out to mimic the world’s worst
despotic regimes. Ambassador Murray notes in his blog that Uzbekistan — whose
government apparatchiks are notorious for torturing its citizens — is the only other country
to have barred his entry. Even Russia - which Ambassador Murray criticizes freely - allows
him to travel there trouble-free. What are the implications for US democratic values?

We strongly urge the State Department to reverse its decision and allow Ambassador
Murray freedom of travel and freedom of expression without hindrance in the United States
of America.

William Binney, former Technical Director, World Geopolitical & Military Analysis, NSA
Thomas Drake, former Senior Executive, NSA

Philip Giraldi, CIA, Operations Officer (ret.)

Matthew Hoh, former Capt., USMC, Iraq & Foreign Service Officer, Afghanistan
Larry Johnson, CIA and State Dept. (ret.)

John Brady Kiesling, former US diplomat

John Kiriakou, Former CIA Counterterrorism Officer

Karen Kwiatkowski, Lt. Col., US Air Force (ret.)

David MacMichael Ph.D., CIA, US Marine Corps captain (ret.)

Elizabeth Murray, Deputy National Intelligence Officer for Middle East, CIA (ret.)
Todd E. Pierce, MAJ, JA, USA (ret.)

Diane Roark, former staff, House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence (ret.)
Coleen Rowley, retired FBI agent and former Minneapolis Division Legal Counsel
Peter Van Buren, U.S. Department of State, Foreign Service Officer (ret.)

J. Kirk Wiebe, Senior Analyst, NSA (ret.)

World Beyond War has created a petition appealing to the State Department

World Beyond War, the organization behind the No War 2016 conference at which Murray is
scheduled to speak, has created an online petition to the State Department.

David Swanson, Director of World Beyond War, said “This attempt to prevent a truth-teller
from speaking in support of nonviolence is absolutely shameful. This is not a policy created
to represent any view of the U.S. public, and we are not going to stand for it.”

Sign the Declaration of Peace.

Find events all over the world that you can take part in.
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Join us on Facebook and Twitter.

Support World Beyond War’s work by clicking here.
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