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U.N. Spurns Palestinian Children. Ban Ki-moon
Decides Not to Include Israel in the List of Violators
of Children’s Rights
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Ban Ki-moon’s decision not to include Israel on the list of violators of children’s rights twists
the knife in the heart of every Palestinian parent, making it very clear that in the eyes of the
United Nations, Palestinian children’s lives don’t count.

When a military with the most sophisticated and accurate weaponry on the planet can kill
more than 500 children in cold blood with complete impunity, as Israel’s absence from the
list shows, it reveals more than just the complete disregard for Palestinian lives that has
become so commonplace in the halls of power. It also makes it abundantly clear that the
UN, the single most important international organisation charged with protecting the lives of
the most vulnerable, is failing spectacularly.

Children are the lifeblood of the future. How can any world citizen look at the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, the Palestinian child death toll from the 2014 Israeli aggression, and
this decision, and not be appalled?

At  best  it  reflects  the  paucity  of   responsible  leadership  evident  in  the  UN  under  Ban  Ki-
moon’s secretaryship, which has seen public faith in the international organisation reach an
an all-time low.

At worst it underlines the gross politicisation of an organisation purporting to uphold the
rights of ALL humans – and failing.

The only  way Ban Ki-moon’s  decision  –  if  not  his  entire  leadership  in  relation  to  the
Palestinian issue – can be called a success is if the intention is to ‘grow’ a generation of
increasingly angry cynics with no respect for the abject hypocrisy emanating from Geneva
and New York.

Hemaya expresses its utmost disappointment in the attitude to Palestinian children that the
decision represents, and calls on human rights bodies and concerned citizens everywhere to
roundly reject it by supporting and valuing those Palestinian children who survived, and who
continue to suffer under illegal occupation, repression and siege.
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