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Two Koreas Halt Military Exercises and Close
Gunports Once Aimed at Each Other
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At 12:01 on November 1, North and South Korea began a halt to land, air, and sea military
exercises  and  began  the  operation  of  a  designated  no-fly  zone  along  the  military
demarcation line (MDL).  The measures are in line with September’s Agreement on the
Implementation of the Historic Panmunjom Declaration in the Military Domain, signed by the
two  Koreas’  defense  ministers  on  the  sidelines  of  the  fifth  inter-Korean  summit  in
Pyongyang.

NK News reports:

The  two  Koreas  previously  agreed  to  halt  live-fire  artillery  drills  and  field
training exercises (FTX) at the regiment level five kilometers from the MDL. At
sea,  both  sides  have  stopped  all  live-fire  and  maritime  maneuvers  within  80
kilometer  buffer  zones  on  the  east  and  west  coast.  The  two  sides  will  install
covers  on the the barrels  of  coastal  artillery  and ship  guns and close all
gunports within the designated zone.

The two sides are also expected to remove all guard posts from the Demilitarized Zone
(DMZ)  by  the  end of  November.  Starting  next  month,  after  the  completion  of  a  joint
inspection by the two Koreas and the US-led UN Command, the Joint Security Area of the
DMZ is expected open for people to move about freely between the north and south sides
for the first time in sixty-five years.
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