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Turkish Parliament Extends ‘Military Mandate’ for
Cross-border Operations in Iraq and Syria
The motion gives Ankara the power to authorize military action in Syria and
northern Iraq for two more years
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The Turkish Parliament has voted to extend a military mandate that allows Ankara to carry
out military operations in Iraq and Syria until 30 October, 2023.

According to Turkish media, the ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP), the Nationalist
Movement Party (MHP) and the opposition Good Party (IYI) backed the motion proposed by
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan last week.

Meanwhile,  the  main  opposition  Republican  People’s  Party  (CHP),  and  the  Peoples’
Democratic Party (HDP) voted against it.

According to Ankara, this mandate will allow them to confront the presence of paramilitary
groups in Iraq and Syria, as Erdogan has claimed that the presence of armed groups backed
by Iran in the besieged nations will create a “terrorist corridor.”

The motion also emphasizes that the establishment of peace in Syria must be followed
through the Astana peace process.

In recent weeks, Turkey has been heavily criticized for its destructive role in northern Syria,
as their military and political interventions have catastrophically backfired on both Iraq and
Syria.

According to experts, without Turkey’s involvement, Damascus would have been able to put
an end to western-backed protests and initiate promised reforms, bringing the country one
step closer to peace back in 2019.

Political analysts also believe that without Turkey’s intervention, Syria would have emerged
from the war with a limited number of victims, little damage, few internally displaced and
fewer refugees.
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The news also comes following reports by the Syrian Arab News Agency (SANA) saying
Turkey has deployed reinforcements for its allied armed groups in Hasaka governorate in
northwestern Syria.

Local sources in the Hasaka countryside told SANA that military reinforcements belonging to
the  Turkish  occupation  included  vehicles,  armored  personnel  carriers,  weapons,  and
logistical  supplies,  which  were  sent  to  armed  groups  in  Ras  al-Ayn  area  and  were
synchronized with an intense use of Turkish drones in the region.
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