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Turkey Threatens Syria and Iran
Prime Minister Erdogan Slams Assad
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Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan has unleashed all kinds of condemnations of
Syria and Iran. He questioned whether Syrian President Bashar al-Assad was really a Muslim,
which will likely provoke Alawites inside Turkey and abroad. Erdogan also accused Iran of
disloyalty, vowing to fight “the enemies of Turkey” until the end.

Following an iftar (Ramadan feast) held the day before yesterday [August 7], Erdogan sent
very strong messages to Iran and “the enemies of Turkey.” He said that “the terrorist
organization [The Kurdistan Workers’  Party (PKK)]  is  currently  in  the midst  of  a  battle
orchestrated by the enemies of Turkey. However, we will fight the battle against anti-Turkish
circles with the highest severity and determination. We will not take a single step back.”
Erdogan added that Turkey’s “enemies want to change our priorities.”

Erdogan strongly criticized Iran, saying: “We stood by Iran when no one was at its side. Is it
consistent with our beliefs to defend a regime that has killed 25,000 people? The Iranian
leadership must first take responsibility for its actions.”

He added: “250,000 Syrians have left the country [Syria]. Is this not the responsibility of
Iran?  Yet,  before  Iran  takes  responsibility  for  the  situation  in  Syria,  it  must  first  hold  itself
accountable [for its own]. We always take responsibility for our actions.”

Erdogan criticized Assad, asking: “Can we even say that he is a Muslim?”

Erdogan  denied  interfering  in  Syria’s  internal  affairs.  He  launched  an  attack  on  Kemal
Kilicdaroglu, leader of the opposition Republican People’s Party, describing him as part of an
anti-Turkey campaign. He said that “just like there is the Baath Party in Syria, there is the
Republican People’s Party in Turkey.”

Kilicdaroglu said in response that the current state of Turkey is depriving him of sleep.

“I  am deeply saddened and concerned. I  cannot sleep because of  the situation in the
country, while the prime minister is happy about it,” he said. “The prime minister is blind if
he cannot see the dire situation facing the country. He is extremely detached from the
current reality.”

In an article written in Hurriyet, Cengiz Candar slammed the ruling Justice and Development
Party (AKP) for its Kurdish policy. He said that the countdown to the fall of Erdogan and the
AKP has begun, and whether it will be a soft landing is yet to be seen.
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Candar notes that “two conclusions can be made regarding what is happening. First and
foremost, Turkish leadership in the region cannot be achieved through the government’s
current policy toward the Kurds. Secondly, Turkey cannot hinder the emergence of a new
reality in the region involving Kurds and Syrians, and its possible implications in Turkey.”

He continues, “We have always stressed that a change in Turkey’s Kurdish policy, as well as
its Middle Eastern policy, would positively affect the internal situation. I will say it frankly for
the first time: the hopes pinned on the desire and ability of the government to achieve such
a change are running out. The new reality will not change the fact that Turkey is facing a
dilemma. It is trying to operate in a swamp from which it cannot emerge to build a regional
leadership.” Candar adds that “the Kurdish problem cannot be solved through the current
policy. On the contrary, the opposite could happen, meaning that the AKP’s authority may
gradually disintegrate.”

Candar states that “Mount Erciyes in Turkey is 3,916 meters high. Today, it appears that
Erdogan is still at the top of the mountain, but no longer at an altitude of 3,916 meters, he is
now at 3,900 meters. His descent has begun and will continue until 2014 [when Erdogan
runs for reelection]. But given its pace, which is unprecedented in the history of the Middle
East, a smooth landing cannot be guaranteed.

“Turkish authorities have an obligation to change their policy adopted more than a year ago,
and must stop using the PKK and terrorism as excuses for their actions. As long as the
authorities insist on this policy, we will continue to criticize it,” Candar writes.

In Turkish daily Milliyet, Metin Munir criticized Turkey’s sectarian policy toward Syria and the
region.

“The government is seeking to gain points through its pro-Sunni and anti-Jewish policies. We
have started to pay the price for that. Shortly after the start of the events in Syria, Assad
became Turkey’s primary enemy,” he said. “Turkey, along with Qatar and Saudi Arabia,
started to arm and fund Assad’s opponents. Turkey did all it could to bring Assad down. It
tried to persuade Washington to support intervention in Syria, as it had in Libya. It also
maintained that the departure of Assad would be in the interest of Turkey. However, Turkey
was not able to achieve this goal. In fact, Assad’s departure is not in the interest of Turkey,
but to the contrary. Syria, just like Turkey, is a country with diverse sects and ethnicities. Its
population consists of Arabs, Kurds, Christians, Alawites and Sunnis. Under the authoritarian
regime of Assad and his father, the unity of the country was preserved.”

Munir added: “Today, however, Syria is being divided, which poses an extreme threat to
Turkey. Assad has begun to use the PKK against Turkey. He has handed the north of the
country to the Kurds, and furnished them with heavy weaponry. Fighters have come from
the Qandil Mountains [in Iraq] to Syria. Assad has transformed the area that extends from
the Iranian border to the Mediterranean Sea into a battlefield against Turkey.”

Munir continues, saying: “Turkey must provide humanitarian aid to the Syrian people, but it
should  maintain  neutrality  regarding  the  Syrian  conflict.  Although  this  would  be  in  the
interests of Turkey, it has not happened. We have earned the enmity of Assad for no specific
reason. He is now hitting us in a painful spot, that is, the Kurdish question. Why should we
help  Assad’s  enemies  inflict  harm  upon  us?  Do  not  cry  out  against  the  bloodshed  of  the
Syrian people, as we should first work to prevent the bloodshed of our own. As the English
proverb goes, charity begins at home.”
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For the first time, the Turkish Ministry of the Interior issued a statement on the clashes that
have been taking place in the Semdinli and Hakkari regions since July 23. The statement
included expressions such as “intensify military readiness,” “ensure full sovereignty” and
“continue the fight until the area is cleansed of terrorists.”

According to  Turkish newspaper  Radikal,  “these are  indications  that  the PKK seeks to
establish an [independent] zone and will not leave it, and that the violent clashes there will
escalate in the coming days.”
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