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Turkish  President  Recep  Tayyip  Erdogan  shakes  hands  with  NATO  Secretary  Jens
Stoltenberg during the NATO Conference in  Madrid  on 28 June 2022.  A  handshake of
betrayal, as Turkey accepted Finland and Sweden’s NATO membership.

One  wonders,  what  forces  have  influenced  Erdogan  to  distance  himself  from  Russia  in
particular and the East in general when accepting NATO membership of the two Nordic
countries against the interests of Russia.  

Why would Turkey want to dance on two fiestas, the western lying, deceiving and collapsing
NATO  /  G7+ wannabe  empire,  and  the  progressive,  growing  and  peace  seeking  fast
developing East, or better the Greater Global South?

Erdogan is a bit like India’s PM Narendra Modi, who wants to be part of the new expanded
eastern  alliance,  BRICS  (Brazil,  Russia,  India,  China,  South  Africa,  +++),  the  Eurasia
Economic  Union  (EAEU),  the  ASEAN  ten-countries’  block,  the  Shanghai  Cooperation
Organization  (SCO),  as  well  as  the  Commonwealth  of  Independent  States  (CIS),  the
association of 11 former USSR Republics.

At the same time Modi, like Erdogan would not want to “lose out”, in case the west may not
collapse or not as quickly as it should. Do they not realize that their “misbehavior”, a benign
term  to  camouflage  betrayal,  is  only  tolerated  in  the  case  of  Turkey  because  of  its
geostrategic and geographic location, and in the case of India, because of its sheer size –
1.4 billion people, about the same as the most populous country China?

But, under their current leadership, neither country can be trusted as a reliable ally. Not by
the east, and not even in the tarnished west.

Whether the Kremlin had hoped Turkey would stick to her objection against Finland and
Sweden’s NATO access is immaterial. What counts is that Turkey is no reliable partner and
ally for Russia which had already been proven earlier, when Turkey aggressed Syria for her
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own  petty  interests,  while  Russia  fought  and  won  Syria’s  war  against  unfounded  US
aggressions.

“The concrete steps for our accession to NATO will be agreed among NATO allies over
the next two days, but that decision is now imminent,” said Finland’s President Sauli
Niinisto. “I am pleased that this stage on Finland’s journey towards NATO membership
has been completed.”

According to RT (28 June 2022), Turkey will support inviting Finland and Sweden into NATO
at the bloc’s summit in Spain, Finnish President Sauli Niinisto announced on Tuesday after a
meeting with his Turkish counterpart Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Swedish Prime Minister
Magdalena Andersson.

A note on Sweden and NATO: For over 300 years, Sweden and Russia have lived conflict-free
side by side.  Entering the aggressive NATO clan means a Swedish aggression against
Russia.

The three countries, Sweden, Finland and Turkey, signed a memorandum of understanding
(MOU) at the NATO meeting on 28 June, organized with the support of NATO Secretary
General Jens Stoltenberg. 

The MOU stated, for example, that Finland and Sweden pledged to “condemn terrorism in all
its forms”  and end their support for organizations Ankara has designated as terrorist –
including the Kurdish groups PKK and YPG, as well as the movement led by the exiled cleric
Fetullah Gulen, Erdogan’s archenemy.

“Turkey got what it wanted,” Erdogan said after the deal was announced.

This was another lie because terrorism from Sweden and Finland were never serious threats
to Turkey. They were just used by Erdogan to pressure the NATO / G7 “alliance” into some
vital concessions. 

Could it be lifting of the killing economic sanctions initiated by Washington and supported by
the EU?

Or, could it  be, like in the case of Ukraine – a step towards acceding the corrupt and
faltering European Union? A Turkish quest that is already at least two decades old.

Maybe  the  luminary  Mme.  Ursula  von  der  Leyen,  unelected  Fuehrer  of  the  European
Commission, has the answer.
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Crisis” (Clarity Press – November 1, 2020).

Peter Koenig is a Research Associate of the Centre for Research on Globalization (CRG). He
is also is a non-resident Senior Fellow of the Chongyang Institute of Renmin University,
Beijing.
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