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‘Clear Breach of His Oath of Office’: Trump
Reportedly Told Border Patrol to Refuse to Let
Migrants in the US

"The president can't ignore our laws to accomplish his goal of preventing
people from seeking asylum here."
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During a visit to Calexico, California last Friday, President Donald Trump reportedly told
Border Patrol agents to defy U.S. law and refuse to allow migrants into the country.

“Behind the scenes,” CNN reported Monday, citing two anonymous sources,
“the president told border agents to not let migrants in. Tell them we don’t
have the capacity, he said. If judges give you trouble, say, ‘Sorry, judge, | can’t
do it. We don’t have the room."”

“After the president left the room, agents sought further advice from their
leaders, who told them they were not giving them that direction and if they did
what the president said they would take on personal liability,” according to
CNN. “You have to follow the law, they were told.”

Critics were quick to argue that the president’s reported remarks amount to a blatant
violation of his constitutional duty:

This is extraordinarily dangerous and a clear breach of his oath of office.

https://t.co/0SngKUsVR1
— Kenneth Zinn (@kennethzinn) April 9, 2019

The president also aggressively pushed to reinstate his family separation policy, CNN
reported, confirming earlier reporting from NBC.

“He just wants to separate families,” an anonymous senior administration
official told CNN.

CNN's report came just as a federal judge in California blocked Trump’s policy of forcing
some asylum-seekers to return to Mexico as they await a court appearance.

Charanya Krishnaswami, advocacy director for the Americas at Amnesty International USA,
welcomed the judge’s ruling in a statement, calling the president’s policy “cruel and
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irresponsible.”

“Asylum-seekers passing through Mexico have already endured dangerous
journeys to flee desperate situations,” Krishnaswami said. “Returning them to
Mexico and forcing them to wait there would put them at real risk of serious
human rights violations. As it currently stands, the policy gravely violates both
domestic and international law.”

BREAKING: A federal court has temporarily blocked the Trump administration’s
new policy forcing asylum seekers to return to Mexico to wait while their cases
are considered.

The president can’t ignore our laws to accomplish his goal of preventing people
from seeking asylum here.

— ACLU (@ACLU) April 8, 2019

Trump in recent days has openly threatened to “close” the U.S.-Mexico border and—as
Common Dreams reported—called on Congress to “get rid of the whole asylum system.”

“And frankly,” Trump told reporters outside the White House last week, “we
should get rid of judges.”

The president’s increasingly erratic immigration rhetoric comes as he is carrying out staff

changes that critics warn could make his policies toward migrants even more brutal.

On Sunday, Trump forced out Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen—a move that is
reportedly part of a broader Homeland Security “purge” that will place more power in the

hands of the president’s xenophobic adviser Stephen Miller.

As CBS reported,

“U.S. Secret Service Director Randolph ‘Tex’ Alles was fired Monday, and U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services Director Lee Cissna, DHS undersecretary
for management Claire Grady and DHS general counsel John Mitnick are also
leaving the administration.”

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License

Note to readers: please click the share buttons below. Forward this article to your email lists.
Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Featured image is from The White House

The original source of this article is Common Dreams
Copyright © Jake Johnson, Common Dreams, 2019



https://twitter.com/ACLU/status/1115386666791862272?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/04/05/calling-end-us-asylum-system-trump-adds-and-frankly-we-should-get-rid-judges
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/04/07/history-will-judge-her-dhs-secretary-kirstjen-nielsen-resigns-after-months-imposing
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-04-08/trump-eyes-purge-at-homeland-security-after-ousting-nielsen
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/04/08/nielsen-out-and-stephen-miller-driving-immigration-policy-critics-fear-worst-yet
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/secret-service-director-randolph-alles-other-top-dhs-officials-leaving-homeland-security-overhaul-today-2019-04-08/
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/04/09/clear-breach-his-oath-office-trump-reportedly-told-border-patrol-refuse-let-migrants
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/jake-johnson
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/04/09/clear-breach-his-oath-office-trump-reportedly-told-border-patrol-refuse-let-migrants

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Jake Johnson

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/jake-johnson
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

