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‘Absolutely Horrific’: Trump Preparing to Roll Back
Restrictions on US Military Use of Landmines
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“Trump’s policy rollback is a step toward the past, like many of his other decisions, and
sends exactly the wrong message to those working to rid the world of the scourge of
landmines.”

***

President Donald Trump is reportedly preparing to roll back established constraints on the
U.S. military’s ability to use landmines overseas despite the weapons’ long history of killing
and maiming civilians around the world.

CNN,  citing  multiple  anonymous  Defense  Department  officials,  reported  Thursday  that  the
Trump administration is expected to loosen landmine restrictions in the coming days by
rescinding a 2014 order by former President Barack Obama that limited U.S. landmine use
to the Korean Peninsula.

“President Obama’s policy brought the U.S. policy closely in line with the obligations of the
1997 Mine Ban Treaty,” Jody Williams, an anti-war activist who won the Nobel Peace Prize in
1997 for her work to ban landmines, told Common Dreams in an email. “Mr. Trump’s policy
rollback is a step toward the past, like many of his other decisions, and sends exactly the
wrong message to those working to rid the world of the scourge of landmines.”

More than 160 nations have ratified the Mine Ban Treaty, also known as the Ottawa Treaty,
which prohibits the stockpiling, production, and use of landmines. The United States is one
of just 32 U.N. member states that have not ratified the treaty.

“The beauty of the treaty is that it has established a new norm and even countries outside
the treaty felt the stigma related to landmines and changed policies, even if they didn’t join
the treaty,” said Williams. “Mr. Trump’s landmine move would be in line with all of his other
moves to undercut arms control and disarmament in a world much in need of them. The
landmine ban movement will do what it has always done with governments that still remain
outside  the  Mine  Ban  Treaty—push  back  and  continue  the  push  to  universalize  the
treaty—including the U.S.”

The  Landmine  and  Cluster  Munition  Monitor,  a  non-governmental  research  initiative,
estimated  in  a  November  2019  report  that  130,000  people  were  killed  by  landmines
between 1999 and 2018. The majority of the deaths were civilians.

According to CNN, the Trump administration’s new policy will place the authority to use
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landmines in the hands of “commanders of the U.S. military’s combatant commands, usually
a four-star general or admiral, such as the commanders of U.S. Africa Command and U.S.
Central Command which oversee operations on the African continent and the Middle East
respectively.”

“The new policy… is expected to permit the operational use of landmines only if they have a
30-day self-destruction or self-deactivation feature,” CNN reported. “The new policy would
also allow for the development, production, and procurement of landmines only if they have
these features.”

The decision to rescind the Obama administration’s 2014 policy was recommended following
a Pentagon review launched in 2017 by then-Secretary of Defense Jim Mattis.

“So horrific that after decades of international efforts to rid the world of landmines, Trump is
about  to  ‘make landmines great  again’  by loosening restrictions on their  use,”  Medea
Benjamin, co-founder of anti-war group CodePink, told Common Dreams.

Advocacy group Public Citizen echoed that reaction on Twitter.

“Is this what Make America Great Again means? Who in their right mind can justify this?”
the group asked. “Landmines have a long history of killing and wounding civilians and are
banned by more than 160 countries. Absolutely horrific.”

From Common Dreams: Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share
Alike 3.0 License. Feel free to republish and share widely.
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Featured image: Landmine survivor Mohammed Gulzar hold sa placard during a peace march in New
Delhi on February 15, 2010. (Photo: Manpreet Romana/AFP via Getty Images)

The original source of this article is Common Dreams
Copyright © Jake Johnson, Common Dreams, 2020

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Jake Johnson

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://twitter.com/Public_Citizen/status/1222897464312643584
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/01/30/absolutely-horrific-trump-preparing-roll-back-restrictions-us-military-use-landmines
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/jake-johnson
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/01/30/absolutely-horrific-trump-preparing-roll-back-restrictions-us-military-use-landmines
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/jake-johnson
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca


| 3

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

