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Trump Gives Pen to Dow Chemical CEO after Signing
Executive Order to Eliminate Regulations

By Lorraine Chow
Global Research, February 28, 2017
EcoWatch 24 February 2017

Region: USA
Theme: Environment

President  Donald  Trump  has  signed  another  executive  order  aimed  at  eliminating
regulations that he claims are damaging to the U.S. economy, but some worry that the
measure will roll back critical environmental protections.

The order,  called “Enforcing the Regulatory Reform Agenda,”  directs  each government
agency to create a task force to evaluate existing federal  regulations and recommend
whether they should be kept, repealed or modified.

WATCH:  President  Trump  signs  Executive  Order  on  Regulations
pic.twitter.com/qEn6rYLX2k

— CSPAN (@cspan) 24 February 2017
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A White House official told POLITICO that the task forces will “focus on eliminating costly and
unnecessary regulations.”

The new order also directs agency heads to appoint “regulatory reform officers” to ensure
that agencies are carrying out the president’s other executive orders, such as his recent 2-
for-1 rule that requires federal agencies to repeal two old regulations for every new one.

“Excessive regulation is  killing jobs,”  Trump said  during the signing ceremony.  “Every
regulation should have to pass a simple test: Does it make life better or safer for American
workers or consumers? If the answer is no, we will be getting rid of it.”

“We will stop punishing companies for doing business in the United States,” Trump added.
“It’s going to be absolutely just the opposite. They will be incentivized to doing business.”

The president was flanked by leaders of major U.S. corporations, including Lockheed Martin,
Johnson & Johnson, Dow Chemical Co. and Campbell Soup.

Dow Chemical Co. chairman and CEO Andrew Liveris, who leads Trump’s advisory council on
manufacturing and received the presidential signing pen. Just yesterday, Liveris praised the
Trump administration for being “the most pro-business administration since the Founding
Fathers.”

Bloomberg Politics pointed out that The White House already has an entire agency, the
Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, that reviews all government regulations before
they are issued. It is unclear how the existing office will be working with the new officials.

Environmental groups have criticized Trump’s latest executive order, saying that it is crafted
to help the country’s biggest polluters.
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Trump’s latest executive order puts the environment at risk. Our statement:
https://t.co/hCGQqPiVXh pic.twitter.com/tJOEb7ws6c

— Greenpeace USA (@greenpeaceusa) 24 February 2017

“The Trump administration wants less government, except when it wants more to carry out
its  oil  and  gas  industry  agenda,”  Greenpeace  spokesperson  Travis  Nichols  said  in  a
statement. “This executive order will put Trump’s unvetted corporate minions above experts
at our federal agencies in charge of protecting our water, our land and our climate.”

“We can only hope that the resistance inside these agencies will be strong enough to stop
these destructive Trump toadies from dismantling protections for the American people,”
Nichols continued. “This administration and its deluded enforcers will  never understand
what it feels like to worry about the water their families are drinking, the food their families
are eating or if their houses will survive the next superstorm. It’s up to all of us outside the
billionaire bubble to resist the ways in which the Trump administration is destroying this
country.”

Tiernan Sittenfeld of the League of Conservation Voters had similar sentiments.

“President Trump is rigging the system so corporate lobbyists can lower standards that
protect the public health and safety of all people in this country,” Sittenfeld told NPR .
“These task forces  will  attempt  to  roll  back common-sense protections  for  the air  we
breathe, the water we drink and the lands we cherish.”

Waterkeeper Alliance said that Trump’s latest order will only help destroy agencies and
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regulations that are designed to protect people and the environment. For instance, rules
that ensure that tap water does not contain pollutants that cause cancer or brain damage
could be on the chopping block.

.@realDonaldTrump‘s regulation slash will increase exposure to polluted water,
toxins, disease & economic burden https://t.co/rDV5rH3l8I

— Waterkeeper Alliance (@Waterkeeper) 24 February 2017

 

“President  Trump’s action to slash regulation is  more like a pollution prison sentence,
subjecting our communities to increased exposure to polluted water, toxins, disease and
economic  burden for  generations  to  come.  There  is  no  justification  for  this  type of  brazen
policy  that  only  benefits  the  richest  and  most  powerful  corporations  in  the  world,”  said
Waterkeeper Alliance Executive Director Marc Yaggi. “Americans and all world citizens want
and deserve clean water and clean air. President Trump will face massive resistance to this
misguided executive order.”

The Waterkeeper Alliance pointed out that the assumption that regulations have a negative
impact on job creation is false.

“The reality is that only two-tenths of one percent of layoffs are caused by all governmental
regulations, including environmental ones,” the organization said. “Earlier this month, job
loss was cited as a major reason for overturning the Stream Protection Rule despite the fact
that the Congressional Research Service found the rule would have created as many jobs as
it  eliminated.  If  implemented,  the  Stream  Protection  Rule  would  have  protected  an
estimated 6,000 miles of streams over the next two decades from the devastating effects of
mountaintop removal coal mining.”

Earlier  at  the  Conservative  Political  Action  Conference  in  Maryland  on  Friday,  Trump
promised to slash 75 percent of regulations all while claiming he wanted to “protect our
environment.”

“We’re going to put the regulation industry out of work and out of business. And by the way,
I want regulation. I want to protect our environment. I want regulations for safety,” Trump
said, according to CNBC. “I want all of the regulations that we need and I want them to be
so strong and so tough. But we don’t need 75 percent of the repetitive, horrible regulations
that hurt companies, hurt jobs.”

But Trump’s first month in the White House has been a nightmare for environmentalists and
the planet alike. He has appointed a cabinet full of polluters with ties to the fossil fuel
industry, and signed executive orders to push through the Keystone XL and Dakota Access
Pipeline and nullify Obama-era climate policies such as the Stream Protection Rule.

And as Scott Faber, Environmental Working Group’s senior vice president for government
affairs, put it, “President Trump is engineering the most hostile assault on public health, and
mark my words, his administration’s planned destruction of many rules will put the health of
millions of hard-working Americans and their families in jeopardy.”

http://waterkeeperalliance.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d9%2c33%3b%26JDG%3c%3b37%2f76%3a%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=MC&RI=3646645&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=5714&Action=Follow+Link
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump
https://t.co/rDV5rH3l8I
https://twitter.com/Waterkeeper/status/835207396284825600
http://www.ecowatch.com/community/marc_yaggi
http://waterkeeperalliance.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d9%2c33%3b%26JDG%3c%3b37%2f76%3a%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=MC&RI=3646645&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=5713&Action=Follow+Link
http://waterkeeperalliance.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d9%2c33%3b%26JDG%3c%3b37%2f76%3a%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=MC&RI=3646645&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=5712&Action=Follow+Link
http://www.cnbc.com/2017/02/24/trump-signs-another-executive-order-in-push-to-slash-regulations.html
http://www.ecowatch.com/pruitt-emails-koch-brothers-2278462822.html
http://www.ecowatch.com/pruitt-emails-koch-brothers-2278462822.html
http://www.ecowatch.com/epa-pruitt-trump-2276037345.html
http://www.ecowatch.com/tag/keystone-xl
http://www.ecowatch.com/tag/dakota-access-pipeline
http://www.ecowatch.com/tag/dakota-access-pipeline
http://www.ewg.org/


| 5

Incidentally, it emerged Friday morning that his daughter, Ivanka Trump and Jared Kushner
pushed the president to exclude language that criticized the Paris  agreement from an
upcoming executive order, the Wall Street Journal reported.

The original source of this article is EcoWatch
Copyright © Lorraine Chow, EcoWatch, 2017

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Lorraine Chow

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://www.ecowatch.com/ivanka-trump-climate-change-2122040669.html
http://www.ecowatch.com/tag/paris-agreement
https://www.wsj.com/articles/ivanka-trump-jared-kushner-pushed-to-remove-language-critical-of-climate-deal-from-executive-order-1487889272?mod=wsj_streaming_stream
http://www.ecowatch.com/trump-executive-order-regulations-2282814216.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/lorraine-chow
http://www.ecowatch.com/trump-executive-order-regulations-2282814216.html
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/lorraine-chow
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

