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Trump Finds Fellow Bully in Bolton

By Prof. Marjorie Cohn
Global Research, April 01, 2018

Region: USA

Nothing Donald Trump has done since his inauguration 14 months ago is more dangerous –
to the United States, and indeed, to the world – than his selection of John Bolton for National
Security Adviser. It is not surprising the president would feel most comfortable receiving
advice from a fellow bully.

Trump bullies people on a nearly daily basis,  directing his ire at  immigrants,  Muslims,
women, LBGTQ people, the poor and the environment. He hurls Twitter attacks at those who
disagree with him.

The president has encouraged police brutality, suggesting in a Long Island speech that law
enforcement  officers  bang  suspects’  heads  against  police  car  doors.  “Please  don’t  be  too
nice” when arresting people, Trump advised. “Like when you guys put somebody in the car,
and you’re protecting their head, you know, the way you put your hand over” their head, “I
said, ‘You can take the hand away, OK?’”

After being told someone might throw tomatoes at him at a campaign rally, Trump urged his
supporters to “knock the crap out of them … I promise you, I will pay for the legal fees.” He
stated on Fox News that a Black Lives Matter activist who was attacked at a Trump rally
“should have been roughed up.”

Trump’s fellow bully Bolton also engages in abusive behavior. Melody Townsel, working on a
USAID project in Kyrgyzstan, became the object of Bolton’s wrath in 1994. Townsel had
complained about incompetence, poor contract performance and inadequate funding of the
project by a contractor Bolton represented. In a letter to the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, Townsel wrote that Bolton “proceeded to chase me through the halls of  a
Russian  hotel  throwing things  at  me,  shoving  threatening  letters  under  my door,  and
generally behaving like a madman.” Townsel claimed Bolton threatened employees and
contractors who refused to cooperate with him. She maintained Bolton’s behavior “wasn’t
just unforgivable, it was pathological.”

Carl W. Ford, former Assistant Secretary for Intelligence and Research, and a conservative
Republican, called Bolton a “kiss-up, kick-down sort of guy” who “abuses his authority with
little people,” characterizing him as a “serial abuser.” Bolton chairs the Gatestone Institute,
which publishes hateful, racist anti-Muslim rhetoric, calling refugees rapists and hosts of
infectious diseases.

Bolton was such a lightning rod that in 2005, even the GOP-controlled Senate refused to
confirm  him  as  US  ambassador  to  the  United  Nations.  To  avoid  the  need  for  Senate
confirmation,  George  W.  Bush  named  Bolton  to  the  post  in  a  recess  appointment.

But Bolton doesn’t just bully individuals. He pushed for the 2003 invasion of Iraq, advocates
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military attacks on North Korea and Iran, favors Israel’s annexation of the Palestinian West
Bank, and falsely claimed that Cuba had biological weapons.

As  undersecretary  of  state  for  Arms  Control  and  International  Security  in  the  Bush
administration, Bolton was instrumental in withdrawing the United States from the 1972
Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty, which heightened the risk of nuclear war with Russia

http://www.truth-out.org/news/  item/43811-us-refusal-to-  negotiate-with-russia-  increases-
likelihood-of- nuclear-war.

Anthony J. Blinken, deputy secretary of state in the Obama administration, wrote in The New
York Times, “Mr. Bolton had a habit of twisting intelligence to back his bellicosity and sought
to remove anyone who objected.”

Colin Kahl and Jon Wolf, writing in Foreign Policy, described Bolton’s “pattern of warping and
misusing intelligence to build the case for war with rogue states; a disdain for allies and
multilateral institutions; a blind faith in US military power and the benefits of regime change;
and a tendency to see the ends as justifying the means, however horrific.”

When he left his position at USAID in the late 1980s, Bolton’s colleagues presented him with
a bronzed hand grenade.

Bolton Eschews Diplomacy and Slams the UN

Bolton sees every international situation as an opportunity to make war, notwithstanding
the United Nations Charter that mandates the peaceful resolution of disputes and forbids
military force except in self-defense.

After two world wars claimed millions of lives, countries around the globe – including the
United  States  –  came  together  and  established  the  United  Nations  system,  “to  save
succeeding generations from the scourge of war.”

Yet in 1994, Bolton famously claimed, “there is no such thing as the United Nations.” He
stated caustically, “If the UN Secretariat building in New York lost 10 stories, it wouldn’t
make a bit of difference.”

When  Bolton  officially  withdrew  the  US  signature  from  the  International  Criminal  Court
treaty,  he  declared  it  “the  happiest  moment  of  my  government  service.”

Bolton Led the Charge to Invade Iraq

Bolton led the charge to invade Iraq and forcibly change its regime in 2003, falsely claiming
that President Saddam Hussein had weapons of mass destruction (WMD). In 2002, former
UN weapons inspector Scott Ritter affirmed that Hussein had destroyed 90-95% of its WMD;
the remaining 5%, Ritter said, “doesn’t even constitute a weapons program . . . just because
we can’t account for it doesn’t mean Iraq retains it. There’s no evidence Iraq retains this
material.”

To bolster the case for war, Bolton pushed Bush to include in his State of the Union address
the false statement that Iraq was seeking uranium from Niger, over the objection of the
State Department.
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Before the US invaded Iraq, Mohamed ElBaradei, director of the International Atomic Energy
Agency, said there was no evidence Hussein had any viable nuclear program. Hans Blix,
chief  inspector  of  the UN Monitoring,  Verification and Inspection Commission,  verified that
weapons inspectors had found no evidence of WMD.

In 2002, Bolton orchestrated the ouster of Jose Bustani, head of the Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, to prevent him from inspecting and revealing that Hussein
had  no  chemical  weapons.  When  Bustani  argued  he  should  stay  in  the  post,  Bolton
threatened:

https://theintercept.com/2018/  03/30/deconstructed-podcast-  will-john-bolton-get-us-all-
killed/,

“You have to be ready to face the consequences, because we know where your kids live.”

No WMD were found after the US invasion of Iraq. Nearly one million Iraqis were killed and
the US-led regime change led to a vacuum of leadership that was filled by ISIS.

A 2006 report  prepared under  the direction of  former Rep.  John Conyers  (D-Michigan)
concluded  that  “members  of  the  Bush  Administration  misstated,  overstated,  and
manipulated  intelligence  with  regards  to  linkages  between  Iraq  and  Al  Qaeda;  the
acquisition of nuclear weapons by Iraq; the acquisition of aluminum tubes to be used as
uranium centrifuges; and the acquisition of uranium from Niger.” Those “misstatements
were in contradiction of known countervailing intelligence information, and were the result
of political pressure and manipulation.” A key source of that pressure and manipulation was
Bolton.

In spite of the horror the US military unleashed on Iraq 15 years ago, Bolton wrote in 2016
that  the  removal  of  Hussein  was  “a  military  success  of  stunning  scope  and  effectiveness,
achieved in just three weeks.”

After  the  disastrous  US  invasion  of  Iraq,  Bolton  tried  to  get  the  Iran  file  removed  from
ElBaradei  in  order  to  lay  the  groundwork  for  an  unjustified  attack  on  Iran.

Bolton Wants to Rip Up the Iran Nuclear Agreement

Bolton favors bombing Iran and changing its regime

https://www.nytimes.com/2015/ 03/26/opinion/to-stop-irans- bomb-bomb-iran.html

and he opposes the Iran Nuclear Agreement

https://www.wsj.com/articles/ beyond-the-iran-nuclear-deal- 1516044178.

He has advocated an Israeli strike on Iran’s nuclear facilities and encouraged the United
States to support it.

In the 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), Iran agreed to cut back its nuclear
program and in return, received billions of dollars of relief from punishing sanctions. Iran has
complied with its obligations under the deal, says a bipartisan group of over 100 national
security veterans called the National Coalition to Prevent Nuclear Weapons.
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Under the US Iran Nuclear Agreement Review Act, the president must decide every 90 days
whether Iran remains in compliance with the JCPOA and whether the agreement continues
to  serve US interests.  Trump reluctantly  certified Iran’s  compliance in  April  and July  2017.
But in October, to the consternation of his secretary of state, secretary of defense, and the
chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  Trump  refused  to  certify  Iran’s  compliance  with  the
agreement. He did not, however, pull out of the deal at that time.

On May 12, Trump will decide whether or not to end US participation in the agreement.
Bolton and CIA director Mike Pompeo, Trump’s nominee for Secretary of State, both favor
renouncing the deal. If the US breaches the agreement, Iran may well resume the unlimited
production of nuclear fuel.

“Bolton  is  an  unhinged  advocate  for  waging  World  War  III,”  according  to  Trita  Parsi,
president of the National Iranian American Council. “Bolton now represents the greatest
threat to the United States,” he added, stating, “Trump may have just effectively declared
war on Iran.”

Bolton Wants to Attack North Korea 

In February, contrary to the overwhelming weight of legal authority, Bolton argued in a Wall
Street  Journal  op-ed  that  mounting  a  first  strike  on  North  Korea  would  comply  with
international  law.

Bolton stated on Fox News, “I think the only diplomatic option left is to end the regime in
North Korea by effectively having the South take it over.” During another Fox appearance,
Bolton declared, “the way you eliminate the North Korean nuclear program is to eliminate
North Korea.” He maintained that North Korea having nuclear weapons was worse than the
“millions” of North and South Koreans who would be killed if the US attacked North Korea.

If Trump destroys the Iran deal, that will send a dangerous message to Pyongyang that his
word cannot be trusted. North and South Korea are slated to meet in April and Trump has
indicated he will meet with North Korean President Kim Jong-Un. Diplomacy at this moment
is critical.

Bolton has provocatively suggested a linkage between Iran and North Korea on nuclear
weapons. In January, he wrote in the Wall Street Journal, “Little is known, at least publicly,
about  longstanding  Iranian-North  Korean  cooperation  on  nuclear  and  ballistic-missile
technology. It is foolish to play down Tehran’s threat because of Pyongyang’s provocations.
They are two sides of the same coin.”

The dangers inherent in following Bolton’s favored policies in Iran and North Korea cannot
be overestimated

http://www.truth-out.org/news/  item/42220-in-iran-and-north-  korea-trump-is-playing-with-
nuclear-fire.

Bolton Falsely Claimed Cuba Had Biological Weapons

Bolton argued unsuccessfully  for  the inclusion of  Cuba in  Bush’s  “axis  of  evil”  (which
consisted of Iraq, Iran and North Korea). Bolton advocated a military attack on Cuba one
year before Bush invaded Iraq. After Bolton falsely claimed Cuba was developing a bio-
warfare  capacity,  a  congressional  investigation  found no  evidence to  support  such  an
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allegation.

As Nicole Deller and John Burroughs from the Lawyers’ Committee on Nuclear Policy have
documented, Bolton is widely credited with the defeat of the Protocol to the Biological
Weapons Convention, which would have created an inspection system to protect us against
those deadly weapons.

Bolton Wants to Give “Pieces” of Palestine to Jordan and Egypt

Bolton’s solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict  is  to give “pieces” of  Gaza to Egypt and
“pieces” of the West Bank to Jordan since, he thinks, Palestine is composed of “bits and
pieces” of the former Ottoman Empire.

In January, Bolton wrote in The Hill:

            Once it becomes clear the two-state solution is finally dead, Jordan should

            again be asked to exercise control over suitably delineated portions of the

            West Bank and have the monarchy’s religious role for holy sites like the

            Temple Mount reaffirmed. Accepting Jordan’s sovereignty would actually

            benefit Palestinians, as would Egyptian sovereignty over Gaza, by tying

            these areas into viable, functioning states, not to the illusion of “Palestine.”

Neither Jordan nor Egypt supports this proposal, and Palestinians are vehemently opposed
to it. Jewish Voice for Peace stated, “The appointment of Bolton is a complete disaster for
the Middle East, the US, and the entire world.”

Bolton’s Appointment Is “a Disaster for Our Country”

The  National  Security  Adviser’s  job  is  to  inform the  president  of  the  different  options  that
affect  national  security,  briefing  him  on  the  National  Security  Council’s  findings.  Bolton  is
such an ideologue, he will  invariably slant his advice toward waging war.  Bolton is  so
extreme,  he  reportedly  promised  Trump  he  “wouldn’t  start  any  wars”  if  appointed,
according to CNN. In light of Trump’s aversion to reading daily intelligence reports, Bolton
will play an even greater role in the formulation of policy.

Unfortunately, National Security Adviser is not a cabinet position, so Bolton doesn’t need
Senate confirmation.

Former  President  Jimmy  Carter  said  in  an  interview  with  USA  Today  that  Bolton’s
appointment is “a disaster for our country,” adding it may be “one of the worst mistakes” of
the Trump presidency.

But as Stormy Daniels and Robert Mueller close in on Trump, the president will seek to
create a major distraction. With bully Bolton egging him on, that may well be a military
attack on North Korea or Iran. The consequences would prove disastrous.

Marjorie Cohn is professor emerita at Thomas Jefferson School of  Law, former president of
the National Lawyers Guild, and deputy secretary general of the International Association of
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Democratic Lawyers. She is the author of Cowboy Republic: Six Ways the Bush Gang Has
Defied  the  Law  https://www.amazon.com/Drones-  Targeted-Killing-Geopolitical-
Issues/dp/1566569893, and her latest book, Drones and Targeted Killing: Legal, Moral, and
Geopolitical  Issues  http://www.interlinkbooks.com/  product_info.php?products_id=  3200,
was  recently  published  in  a  second,  updated  edition.  See  http://marjoriecohn.com/.
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