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‘Truly Shocking’: Daily Gaza Death Rate Shatters
That of All Other 21st Century Wars
Israel's bombardment and invasion of Gaza have also killed more than 10,000
children in nearly 100 days, or 1% of the 1.1 million children in the besieged
enclave.
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Israel has killed more people per day in its attack on Gaza than were killed daily in any other
major conflict during the 21st century.

Oxfam reported Thursday that Israel has killed an average of 250 Palestinians in Gaza each
day since October 7, compared to 96.5 killed daily in Syria, 51.6 in Sudan, 50.8 in Iraq, 43.9
in Ukraine, 23.8 in Afghanistan, and 15.8 in Yemen.

“The scale and atrocities that Israel is visiting upon Gaza are truly shocking,” Oxfam
Middle East director Sally Abi Khalil said in a statement. “For 100 days the people of
Gaza have endured a living hell. Nowhere is safe, and the entire population is at risk of
famine.”

Also on Thursday, Save the Children reported that Israel’s bombardment and invasion of
Gaza had killed more than 10,000 children in nearly 100 days, or 1% of the 1.1 million
children living in Gaza before the war began. More than 40% of the total number killed in
Gaza were children.

“There can never be any justification for killing children,” Jason Lee, Save the Children’s
country  director  for  the  occupied  Palestinian  territory,  said  in  a  statement.  “The
situation in Gaza is monstrous and a blight on our common humanity.”

More  than  10K children  have  been  killed  by  Israeli  airstrikes  and  ground
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operations with thousands more missing, presumed buried under rubble.

We need a definitive ceasefire now.

Read more: https://t.co/dWdIl3WvEO pic.twitter.com/GqzkTmJi4j

— Save the Children US (@SavetheChildren) January 11, 2024

On October 7, Hamas launched an attack on southern Israel that killed around 1,100 people
and took around 240 hostages. Israel then launched its assault on Gaza in retaliation. Before
Hamas’  attack,  however,  Israel  had  blockaded  Gaza  for  16  years  and  occupied  the
Palestinian West Bank for 56 years. Since October 7, Israel has killed 330 Palestinians in the
West Bank, according to Oxfam.

Both Oxfam and Save the Children’s statements came the same day that a South African
legal  team appeared  before  the  International  Court  of  Justice  to  argue  that  Israel  is
committing genocide in Gaza. It is asking the court to take “provisional measures” to stop
the violence. Several other countries, including Brazil, Bolivia, and Pakistan, have supported
South Africa’s efforts, but the United States dismissed its case as “meritless.”

Oxfam and Save the Children criticized the wider international community for failing to stop
the bloodshed.

“It is unimaginable that the international community is watching the deadliest rate of
conflict  of  the  21st  century  unfold,  while  continuously  blocking  calls  for  a  cease-fire,”
Khalil said.

Lee stated:

“Despite the record number of children killed and maimed, the international community
has failed to act again and again. One grave violation committed against children is one
too many. For the last three months, children in Gaza have faced grave violations every
day, while conditions to provide them with the humanitarian assistance they need are
simply not there. All parties must agree to a definitive cease-fire now.”

PRESS RELEASE: Israel's military is killing #Palestinians at an average rate of
250 people a day, which massively exceeds the daily death toll of any other
major conflict of recent years.
https://t.co/vkORKxvphS pic.twitter.com/j5V8ccixmn

— Oxfam International Media Team (@newsfromoxfam) January 11, 2024

The two non-governmental organizations also emphasized the danger civilians in Gaza now
face not only from military action, but also from hunger and disease. Israel only allows 10%
of the necessary food aid to enter Gaza’s borders, according to Oxfam. The colder weather
increases  the  risk  of  illness,  especially  as  people  displaced  by  the  conflict  are  forced  to
shelter in smaller and smaller spaces. More than 1 million people are now crowded together
in Rafah, and Oxfam partner Palestinian Agricultural Relief Committees said conditions for
people living in tents was “worse than anything you could imagine.”
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“The rain was going down from all sides of the tent,” displaced engineer named Mutaz
told Oxfam. “We had to sleep lying over the bag of flour to protect it from the rain. My
wife and three of  my daughters use one blanket at  night.  There are only enough
blankets for four people to share. We have nothing.”

Save the Children pointed out that these hardships took a toll on children especially.

“For children who have survived, the mental harm inflicted and the utter devastation of
infrastructure including homes, schools, and hospitals has decimated their futures,” Lee
said.

The organization counted a record number of violations against children by both Israel and
Hamas, including the destruction or damaging of 370 schools in Gaza, the attacking of 94
hospitals and healthcare facilities, the denial of humanitarian aid to all of Gaza’s 1.1 million
children, and Hamas’ taking of children as hostages and killing of 33 children in Israel.

“The war has affected us so badly,” Lana, an 11-year-old girl living in Rafah, told Save
the Children. “We had to leave our homes and couldn’t do anything. We learned many
things during the war, like how important it is to save water. I hope the war ends, and
we live in peace and safety.”

In a statement on Sunday, Save the Children said that, each day of the conflict, more than
10 children in Gaza had lost one or both of their legs. Amputations are also often performed
without anesthetic, as Gaza’s hospitals and healthcare system are overwhelmed by the
violence, with a shortage of doctors and nurses and only 13 out of 36 hospitals partially
functioning.

“Unless action is taken by the international community to uphold their responsibilities
under  international  humanitarian  law  and  prevent  the  most  serious  crimes  of
international concern, history will and should judge us all,” Lee said Sunday. “We must
heed the lessons from the past and must prevent ‘atrocity crimes’ from unfolding.”
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