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“The Facebook outage was a planetary-scale demonstration of how essential the company’s
services  have  become to  daily  life”  headlines  the  New York  Times,  pointing  out  that
Facebook, WhatsApp, Instagram, and Messenger are fundamental to the economy, politics,
education, and health care. Worldwide, about 2.8 billion people, on average, use at least
one Facebook product per day.

Facebook collects billions of pieces of information every day from all over the world in its
data centers, 13 of which are located in the United States, 3 in Europe and 1 in Singapore. In
a similar way Google works, with its platform Youtube whose users have risen to 1.9 billion.
This immense amount of data, centralized in the U.S., serves not only economic purposes
but political purposes, giving increasing power of control to those who manage them. For
example,  Facebook  removed  more  than  20  million  posts  for  “violating  the  Covid-19
misinformation rules.”
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The 2Africa Pearls undersea cable 

This power of control is now being greatly enhanced by a Facebook project that is well
underway: the 2Africa Pearls undersea cable, more than 45,000 km long (more than the
Equator),  connecting 33 countries  in  Africa,  the Middle  East  and Europe.  According to
Facebook, it will “bring high-speed, affordable Internet” above all to Africa. However, it does
not explain how it will be used by the over 600 million inhabitants of Sub-Saharan Africa who
do not have electricity.

What this broadband network will be used for in Africa is demonstrated by the partnership
that  Facebook  has  established  with  the  Atlantic  Council,  an  influential  “nopartisan
organization” based in Washington that “promotes US leadership and commitment in the
world”. Through the network, the Atlantic Council “will ensure the proper use of Facebook in
African elections, helping media and politicians uncover fake news, educate citizens and
civil society.”

The reliability of the Atlantic Council, which is particularly active in Africa, can be deduced
from the  official  list  of  donors  who  fund  it:  the  Pentagon  and  NATO,  Lockheed  Martin  and
other war industries (including Italy’s Leonardo), ExxonMobil and other multinationals, Bank
of America and other financial groups, the Rockefeller and Soros Foundations.

(Topic covered on October 8 on Grandangolo, international press review on national TV
channel 262 Byoblu)
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Geocommunity (en trois tomes) Ed. Zanichelli 2013;
Geolaboratorio, Ed. Zanichelli 2014;Se dici guerra…,
Ed. Kappa Vu 2014.
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