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TOPOFF: Fictional Anti-Terror Exercise becomes the
“Real Thing”
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Real alert ties up Topoff 4 exercise

Security  –  Bomb-sniffing  dogs  ‘alert’  on  a  car  shortly  before  the  top  Homeland
Security  official  is  to  arrive
Friday, October 19, 2007
JOSEPH ROSE
The Oregonian Staff

Now, isn’t this ironic?

Topoff  4,  the  gigantic  what-if  exercise  with  fictional  terrorists  detonating  a  radioactive
weapon in downtown Portland, turned into a real-life bomb scare Thursday afternoon. And it
wasn’t fanatical bad guys, but those sworn to protect and defend, who caused the whole
thing.

Just before 1 p.m., as police ran a security sweep before Homeland Security Secretary
Michael Chertoff’s arrival at the DoubleTree Hotel near Lloyd Center, something about a car
in the parking garage sent bomb-sniffing dogs into a frenzy.

Within minutes, police had unrolled thousands of feet of crime-scene tape and cordoned
off several blocks. They also shut down MAX trains in the area, and alerted people inside the
Northeast Portland hotel and surrounding buildings that they could leave — although they
wouldn’t be allowed to return until after the emergency passed.

“I can’t tell you we have some kind of terrorist bomb,” said Sgt. Brian Schmautz, a Portland
police spokesman, as the city’s bomb squad arrived. But he added, “these highly trained
dogs wouldn’t be going berserk without there being something.”

That something turned out to be the cops and soldiers gathered at the hotel for Topoff. It’s
likely, police said afterward, that one — or several — of the participants who train with
explosives had inadvertently left residue on or in their car.

“The wind’s really swirling around in there,” Schmautz said.

By the time authorities had figured out the source, Topoff activities at the hotel — a news
briefing and a paper exercise dealing with the aftermath of the mock “dirty bomb” — had
been long since canceled. Chertoff had bailed out.
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The day won’t go down as a complete waste of time for Chertoff. After spending the morning
watching health workers screening students for radiation poisoning at David Douglas High
School, he appeared a news briefing with Gov. Ted Kulongoski, Mayor Tom Potter and Karin
Immergut, Oregon’s U.S. Attorney.

Chertoff  said  federal,  state  and  local  officials  took  20  months  to  plan  the  largest
counterterrorism exercise in U.S. history. As for an after-action report showing holes that
showed up in responding to the fake catastrophe, he said an executive summary would be
available for officials within three months but that a full  report is  years away — and likely
won’t include every detail when it’s publicly released.

The original source of this article is The Oregonian
Copyright © Global Research, The Oregonian, 2007

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Global Research

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

