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Top U.S. commander in Afghanistan wants 40,000
more troops as minimum

By Global Research
Global Research, October 09, 2009
Xinhua News Agency 9 October 2009

Region: Asia
Theme: Militarization and WMD
In-depth Report: AFGHANISTAN

WASHINGTON: The top U.S. military commander in Afghanistan wants 40,000 more troops
as the minimum in a request sent to U.S. President Barack Obama.

Gen. Stanley McChrystal,  the commander,  said the number is the minimum needed to
defeat  al-Qaida and Taliban in Afghanistan,  according to a copy of  the secret  reqeust
disclosed by the Washington Post and other U.S. media outlets on Thursday.

The general presented three options for the president.

One is not to send any more troops to Afghanistan. The second is to send 40,000 troops as
the minimum, and the third calls for a major increase in troops, far more than 40,000.

McChrystal recommends the second option, apparently acknowledging the fact that the
much higher number will be impossible to get approved, given the U.S. military that is
stretched so thin over the years of “war on terror.”

Meanwhile, Obama and his aides are downplaying the troop numbers as the focus of the
president’s ongoing review of the Afghan strategy.

White House aides told reporters on Thursday that the focus of the strategy is now shifting
away from the Taliban in Afghanistan to al-Qaida cells in Pakistan.

That shift, analysts said, could draw stark lines between the president and his generals.

The U.S. military linked al-Qaida and the Taliban as a dual enemy, and recommends a
counterinsurgency strategy to defeat them, which would require more troops.

A  final  decision  on  the  strategy  adjustment,  including  troop  levels,  is  still  weeks  away,
according  to  the  White  House.

The original source of this article is Xinhua News Agency
Copyright © Global Research, Xinhua News Agency, 2009

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/asia
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/militarization-and-wmd
https://www.globalresearch.ca/indepthreport/afghanistan
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/


| 2

Articles by: Global Research

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

