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The highest-level NSA whistleblower in history - William Binney - the high-level NSA
executive who created the agency’s mass surveillance program for digital information, 36-
year NSA veteran widely regarded as a “legend” within the agency, who served as the
senior technical director within the agency, and managed thousands of NSA employees -
has a great suggestion for motivating U.S. intelligence agencies to prevent terrorism.

Binney tells Washington’s Blog:

If you want to get into the real reason politicians, companies and agencies are
hard over advocates for mass/bulk surveillance, then you need to look at all
the money involved. It's about 100 Billion (that's with a B) per year.

When NSA Director Alexander said their objective is to “collect it all”, then that
simply exposed the underlying reason for all this spying. That committed the
government to collecting an ever increasing year-by-year amount of data
which takes an ever increasing year-by-year amount of money to do. And to
achieve that, they use fear mongering and lies to mislead and bamboozle us
into letting them take more and more of our money to achieve very little.

[Background.]

So, every time there is a terrorist attack, what we really need to do is demand
that they cut the budgets of all the intelligence agencies. And, if they still keep
failing, then we need to get rid of them and start the process again with new
agencies and new managers. It could be as simple are removing the top 4
layers of management at an agency and replacing them with external people
drawn from professional ranks not related to politics or government.

Mass collection on everybody, of course, makes government (including FBI,
DEA, DHS, IRS, CIA ...) all knowing like a J. Edger Hoover on super steroids or
an all knowing Stasi with more complete, accurate, timely,
mineable/interrogateable, stored electronic files. This does make the
government all knowing and in a position to manipulate and control people just
like the KGB or the Stasi did. [Background.]

Also, it represents a total flip of the founding principles of our country. We were
supposed to know what the government was doing in our name; the
government was not supposed to know what we were doing unless they had
probable cause to look at us. [Backgroundhere, here and here.]
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But, that takes a mainstream media that wants to do their job and keep the
public informed.

Postscript: In ancient China, traditional Chinese doctors only got paid as long as their
patients remained healthy. If the patients got sick, they stopped paying their doctors.

Binney’s proposal is arguably analogous ... pay the intelligence agencies so long as they are
bolstering our defenses and keeping our national security “healthy”; stop paying them if we
get attacked.
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