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Tipperary’s White Helmets Peace Prize: A Judas Kiss
to the Antiwar Movement and Syria
Today marks another tragic day for the international antiwar and pro-peace
movements, and a victory for ignorance.
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The Tipperary International  Peace Award ceremony was held today at  the BallyKisteen
Hotel,  in  Tipperary,  Ireland.  We’re  told  that  this  year’s  award  is  “a  testament  to  the
enormous bravery and courage shown” by the Syria Civil Defence, also known as the White
Helmets.

This is just the latest chapter in one of the biggest media and wartime frauds in modern
history.

Far  from  saving  lives  in  Syria,  flying  around  between  the  US  and  Europe  and  collecting
awards seems to be all that this group is doing. Last October, the White Helmets were also
tipped to receive the Nobel Peace Prize, but apparently committee members backtracked at
the last minute, instead giving the award to Colombian president Juan Manuel Santos.

It  wasn’t  long  after  that,  when  the  group  scooped-up  an  Oscar  Award  for  their  Netflix
documentary  film.  As  one  writer  put  it,

“Perhaps the only reason this group deserved to win an Oscar was for their
acting skills — not their humanitarian efforts.”

This  latest  award  should  be  seen  for  what  it  is  –  another  ritual  ceremony  by  the
Establishment to bolster the reputation of a failed construct,  a carefully manufactured,
pseudo  “search  and  rescue”  NGO  with  very  visible  links  to  extremists,  terrorist
organisations,  and  under  the  umbrella  of  covert  western  intelligence  operations  to
destablise the nation of Syria.

Martin Quinn, Secretary of the Tipperary Peace Convention (TPC), was interviewed about the
controversy by Irish broadcaster RTE on August 11th.

Immediately, Quinn wastes no time, reading off of a pre-approved Q & A script:

“The White Helmets selection is a testament to the enormous bravery and
courage shown by ordinary  Syrians,  who have saved upwards  of  100,000
people, and whose 192 volunteers have ‘paid the ultimate price with their
lives.’ You know these volunteers emerged from the dust that hangs over the
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rubble of cities like Aleppo, double-timing it into one of the most dangerous
places on earth, to do what the rest of the world can’t do, and that is to save
Syrian lives.”

We’ve heard all this before. Perhaps some of this is true, perhaps they were present in these
areas, but who are these White Helmets?

The Irish journalist pressed Quinn on some of these points, and his reaction was simply to
avoid answering any of her questions. The exchange went as follows:

RTE to Martin Quinn: “You said there that they have saved 100,000 lives during
the Syrian War. How are you able to verify that? the White Helmets have saved
100,000 lives?”

MQ:“Well… that’s from the White Helmets themselves, that’s from their own
figures to us… uhh, that they’ve saved over 100,000 lives. So, we’re going on
that information.”

RTE. “You take that at face value?”

MQ: “We do indeed, yes.”

So, according to Quinn, it must be true because the White Helmets said so, and after all,
why  would  any  group  funded  and  equipped  by  the  US,  UK  and  NATO member  state
governments… lie?

On the claim of 100,000 lives saved, this would work out to roughly 70 lives saved per day,
every day, since the White Helmets were founded in late 2013. You would think after
racking up a few hundred million dollars  from the west  that  the White Helmets could
manage to keep basic records, but apparently not. That would be too much to ask for a cool
$200 million.

The reality is this: at no point have the White Helmets ever presented any documentation
detailing the names and addresses of these alleged victims, much less the exact locations,
times  and  basic  medical  accident  reports  –  all  of  which  would  help  to  verify  their
unbelievable numbers. If they had, then it would be a fairly straightforward exercise to cross
reference  this  data  with  air  sorties  and  other  documented  reports  of  military  fire,  rebel
shelling and air strikes since late 2013. Why is it that no such information exists? Is it
because they don’t have the resources to perform basic admin protocols? Is it because the
White Helmets are illiterate and can’t read or write? The answer should be obvious: it’s
because  the  White  Helmets  have  not  saved  100,000  lives.  Instead  they  have
simply  invented  their  numbers  in  order  to  bolster  their  marketing  and  lucrative
fundraising activity, as well as staging some of their alleged “rescue videos.”

Tipperary Peace leader Martin Quinn is then pressed by RTE to clarify the many reports of
White Helmets taking part in summary executions, and essentially acting as a ‘mop-up’ crew
for US Coalition and Gulf state-backed terrorist and extremist brigades in East Aleppo and
Idlib, such as Nusra Front. Here Quinn continues to evade direct questioning on the matter:

RTE: “You know that they have often been accused by Assad supporters as
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aiding the rebel fighters in the war in Syria. Did you examine that?”

Quinn: “We did, and uhh… it should be said firstly that the Syrian Civil Defense
is officially an impartial humanitarian NGO, with no affiliation to any political or
military actor, and has verifiable international funding from the reputable May
Day Rescue organisation…”

First, the White Helmets base of operations, media production unit and training facility is in
Turkey, not in Syria. Regarding Mayday Rescue, that organisation was set-up in part by
former  British  military  intelligence  officer,  James  Le  Mesurier  –  the  creator  of  the  White
Helmets (yes, that’s right, it’s a British creation), and acts as a Netherlands-based funding &
cash transferral vehicle for White Helmet sponsors. Is all that money really being spent on
helmets and jump suits? So far, no audited accounts have been forthcoming from either the
donor governments, or from Mayday, and no one is really holding their breath either.

As far as Quinn’s claim that the White Helmets have ‘no affiliation to any political or military
actors’ – this is either a naive misstep, or it is a bald-faced lie.

Let’s start with the ‘NGO’s’ primary financiers – the UK, US, the EU and its member states
(including Ireland). Are these governments not political? Have they not been at the forefront
of  calls  for  regime change (overthrowing the government)  in  Syria? Have they not  all
conspired openly together to pass brutal  economic sanctions against  Syria which have
devastated the Syrian economy, causing mass unemployment, hyper-inflation, contributing
to increased black markets, and starving the poorest sectors of society, thus fueling the
internal and external refugee crisis,  and in effect – extending the life of the conflict? Have
these western governments notspent billions of taxpayers’ money supplying weapons, cash,
supplies, training and military air support for the “moderate rebel” terrorist factions that
have infested and destablised Syria since 2011?

In addition to this, I can testify personally that upon visiting many of the White Helmets
centers in formerly Nusra Front-occupied East Aleppo, one would often see both the Free
Syrian  Army  and  ISIS  flags  prominently  displayed  there.  Contrary  to  western  propaganda,
the  Free  Syrian  Army  was  not  moderate’,  they  were  hardcore  terrorists  and  were
responsible for some of the most violent attacks on civilians and civil infrastructure during
this long war.
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Reporter Patrick Henningsen in the courtyard of a children’s school which was commandeered by the
White Helmets and turned in a ‘training center’. Behind him, you can clearly see the Free Syrian Army
flag and the White Helmets brand displayed together. It should also be noted that the adjacent school

building next to the White Helmets barracks was occupied by terrorist brigade Jabhat al Nusra and used
as a military facility in Sakhour, East Aleppo (Photo: Patrick Henningsen, May 2017).

One of many ISIS and Al Nusra insignias and flags found inside the White Helmet facilities, this one in
Sakhour, East Aleppo (Photo: Patrick Henningsen, May 2017)

Obviously, Quinn hasn’t done any independent research on the White Helmets. If he had, he
would  have  known  that  their  leader  Raed  Saleh,  was  previously  denied  entry  to  the
US because of ‘extremists links.’ A similar incident also took place when White Helmet’s
staff  photographer  Khaled  Khateeb  was  denied  entry  to  the  US,  to  attend  the  Oscars
ceremony.

If  Quinn had bothered to research for himself,  he would have also known that Saleh’s
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partner, Mustafa al-Haj Yussef, leader of the White Helmets centre in the Al Nusra-occupied
town of Khan Shaykhun, Idlib, has been seen in the company of armed militants, and he had
also advocated attacking any Syrian civilians who dared go out in Damascus and vote in the
2014 elections. Vile behavior to some, but for some reason, it’s worthy of a peace prize in
Tipperary this year.

In addition to this, numerous independent journalists and humanitarians have documented
the fact that the White Helmets share facilities with Al Nusra terrorists, particularly in East
Aleppo – see some of this documented evidence here.

Here’s the important part: with just a little bit of internet searching, anyone can view this
massive photo cache of over 50 separate images of White Helmets members armed, and
holding  dual  roles  as  Al  Nusra,  Nour  al  Din  al-Zinki  and  Arar  al  Sham terrorist  fighters,  as
well as links to many other terrorist groups.

This takes us back to one of Quinn canned PR talking points. When asked by the RTE host
about the extremist pedigree of the White Helmets, this is how he responded…

Quinn: “So in relation to the negativity associated with the White Helmets, our information
which  we  believe  to  be  most  credible,  is  that  it’s  driven  by  a  mix  of  largely
by unsubstantiated  conspiracy theories propagated by the ‘Assad-based media’,  and a
plethora of social and other online media that can be seen to be directed by Russia.”

Again, Quinn is reading off the script, but it’s a bad one. Unable to address the accusations,
he opts-out, going for the Russian conspiracy theory, and smearing any media outlet whose
findings run contrary to his pre-set talking points. Can Mr. Quinn back up his libelous claims?
His  statement  explicitly  infers  that  this  website  –  which  effectively  expanded  the
investigation  into  the White  Helmets  story  in  2015,  which had first  been exposed by Cory
Morningstar in 2014  and American and British editors of this website, Patrick Henningsen
and Vanessa Beeley, who have built up an impressive library of fact based evidence against
the White Helmets, combined with Canadian journalist Eva Bartlett, or American activist Rick
Sterling and many other independent media outlets – are being directed by Assad and the
Russian government? What Quinn is engaging in here is pure defamation – to conceal the
facts surrounding the White Helmets.

Quinn should know how my colleague and journalist Vanessa Beeley, who while visiting
the REAL Syria Civil Defense (yes, the real civil defense, not the fake White Helmet version)
last month in Ein Tarma, Jobar, a suburb of Damascus, found herself and others under live
fire  attack  by  Al  Nusra  Front  militants.  During  that  attack,  7  Syrian  soldiers  from  the  4th
Division  were  killed  by  Western  and  Gulf-backed  terrorists.  See  some  of  that  video
footage here. This reality I have just shared with you, where the REAL Syria Civil Defense is
being targeted by terrorists armed by the west and their allies – is the inverse of Quinn’s
Hollywood-fantasy Syrian narrative.

What’s amazing is how people like Quinn still refer to the western-created and western-
funded White Helmets as “Syria’s Civil Defense.” Here is where Quinn and the Tipperary
Peace Prize are helping to propagate state-of-the-art war propaganda. The name “Syria’s
Civil Defense” implies that the White Helmets are the actual ‘Civil Defense’ of Syria. They
are not. It also infers that this so-called ‘Civil Defense’ is legitimate and is being targeted by
its own Syrian government, in partnership with the evil Russians. That’s a double lie. Their
‘Civil Defense’ moniker was cynically stolen for a reason: to directly undermine actual civil

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100008363466908
https://www.facebook.com/SyrianCivilDefenceIdlibWhiteHelmets/?pnref=lhc
http://21stcenturywire.com/2016/12/10/exclusive-president-raed-salehs-terrorist-connections-within-white-helmet-leadership/
http://21stcenturywire.com/2017/03/12/white-helmets-hand-in-hand-with-al-qaeda-and-extremist-child-beheaders-in-aleppo/
https://clarityofsignal.com/2017/02/27/massive-white-helmets-photo-cache-proves-hollywood-gave-oscar-to-terrorist-group/
https://clarityofsignal.com/2017/02/27/massive-white-helmets-photo-cache-proves-hollywood-gave-oscar-to-terrorist-group/
http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/2014/09/17/syria-avaaz-purpose-the-art-of-selling-hate-for-empire/
http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/2014/09/17/syria-avaaz-purpose-the-art-of-selling-hate-for-empire/
http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/2014/09/17/syria-avaaz-purpose-the-art-of-selling-hate-for-empire/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9pCr315h9Tw
http://21stcenturywire.com/2017/04/02/the-real-syria-civil-defence-saving-real-syrians-not-oscar-winning-white-helmets-saving-al-qaeda/
http://21stcenturywire.com/2017/08/09/syria-the-saa-battle-for-liberation-of-jobar-and-ein-tarma-damascus-from-nusra-front-occupation/
http://21stcenturywire.com/2017/08/09/syria-the-saa-battle-for-liberation-of-jobar-and-ein-tarma-damascus-from-nusra-front-occupation/
https://mobile.almasdarnews.com/article/footage-rebels-capture-syrian-soldier-alive-east-damascus-seven-killed-action/


| 6

institutions in Syria, like the REAL Syria Civil Defense who were established in 1953. Unlike
the fabricated western-backed construct which this virtue signalling Irish peace organisation
is presently showering with accolades this week in Tipperary – the REAL Syria Civil Defense
is officially recognised by the ICDO in Geneva. Conversely, the ICDO does not recognise the
White Helmets, for obvious reasons – but unfortunately, not obvious enough for the naive
Tipperary Peace Prize.

By  framing  any  dissent  to  the  official  US-UK  line  on  the  White  Helmets  as  a  “conspiracy
theory,”  Quinn and the Tipperary Peace Convention are also implying that  people like
premier  peace  activist  and  award-winning  journalist  and  filmmaker,  John  Pilger,  are
conspiracy  theorists  and  somehow  part  of  an  ‘Assad-based’  media  complex.  That’s
outrageous, but that’s exactly what’s being attempted here.

One  has  to  ask,  what  exactly  are  Quinn’s  qualifications  for  evaluating  the  quality  and
veracity  of  hundreds  of  journalists’  work  exposing  the  White  Helmets?

Quinn goes on coloring his own imaginary world stating,

“Very importantly there have been no verifiable links drawn between the White
Helmets and Islamic fundamentalist groups. More the opposite, in that they act
as impediment to radicalisation and recruitment for such organisations…”

That’s  a  stretch.  From my travels  inside  of  Syria,  I  can  tell  you  that  White  Helmets
are notrecognised by the Syrian people as any legitimate ‘civil defense.’ This might come as
a  shock  to  those  who  reside  in  the  imaginary  world  constructed  by  CNN,  NBC,  The
Guardian, Democracy Now!, The Intercept, and Code Pink and every other major media
outlet  who have been promoting the White Helmets since 2013.  In  fact,  in  dozens of
interviews with residents in liberated East Aleppo, most residents had never heard of the
group. Those that have, had many stories to tell us about “Nusra Front’s Civil Defense”.

This boy told us how the White Helmets operated with Nusra Front in Bab Al Nairab, East
Aleppo:

When asking residents of Damascus, no one had ever heard of them them. The same in
Homs.  It  seems as  if  the  White  Helmets  only  ever  existed  for  two  audiences:  firstly,  for  a
western, US-European audience, and secondly, for a Gulf audience. The purpose of the first
is obvious – the White Helmets exist to give a humanitarian face to the “moderate rebels”
(another fake construct created by the west) and to demonise the Syrian and Russian
government forces who, unlike the US, UK and its partners, are actually engaged in and
winning, the fight against terrorist groups in Syria.

The second reason is far more insidious however. White Helmet propaganda was also played
on heavy rotation on hundreds of Gulf state-funded satellite channels and online via social
media  –  which  served  another  purpose:  to  help  recruit  extremist  fighters.  This  point  is
evidenced by numerous interviews of extremists from Europe to Middle East, to Central
Asia, many of whom have given similar testimonies on record, with a similar remark, ‘I
watch the suffering on TV and the brutality of the regime, and I  had to act,  I  had to go to
Syria.’ In this way, the White Helmets were an important part of extremist recruitment and
in attracting the international brigades to Syria.
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RTE and Quinn continued…

RTE:  “They  themselves  have  been  forced  to  publicly  acknowledge  major
breaches of their own stated goals, most recently a few months ago in May
when members of the White Helmets were seen overseeing the execution of a
man in a rebel-held area..”

Completely  dodging  the  question,  Quinn  answers:  “Yes,  well,  uhh…  our
information, as I said, which we believe is the most credible, is… is that the
White Helmets are very worthy of receiving the Tipperary International Peace
Prize…”

RTE: “But where do you get your information from Martin? As you know, the
situation in Syria is  a full-on conflict… with propaganda being waged on both
sides.”

MQ:  “Yes….we  have  consulted  at  Government  level…  and  we  have  also
engaged with the security analysts… who gave us the kind of information, that
we can make a decision on the award.”

Again, like a good politician, here Quinn has completely dodged a direct question – which is
an admission of ignorance, followed by immediate evasive manoeuvre (how many times
have  we  seen  politicians  or  corporate  criminals  use  this  exact  same technique  when
cornered in an interview).

Here Quinn gives no specifics, like CNN, he just tells us he has ‘sources’, apparently from UK
government – who created and are funding the group he’s giving his award to. But it gets
worse…

RTE: “But how do you square the White Helmets own acknowledgement that
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some of their members have aided in the execution and the burial of pro-Assad
forces?”

MQ: “Well I haven’t seen that acknowledgement… so I have to say, (stutters
again) and, and uhh … I am aware there are a lot of conspiracy theories… in
relation to the White Helmets.”

This is nothing new. For people who see themselves as gatekeepers for the establishment,
dedicated  to  protecting  the  official  line,  rather  than  reading  and  figuring  out  anything  for
themselves,  or  investigating  any  serious  accusations  against  the  entities  they  are
advocating on behalf  of,  it’s much easier to slap the label of ‘conspiracy theory’ on a
credible  inquiry,  thus  absolving  their  conscience,  along  with  any  responsibility,  and  finally
dispensing with anyaccountability.

As Quinn stumbles through the interview, it’s pretty clear that he doesn’t seem to know
what he is talking about. Not one challenging question answered, as he doggedly stuck to
the UK Foreign Office public relations script.

(Listen to the full RTE Quinn interview here)

The other thing is that Quinn refers to the White Helmets as “ordinary Syrians”, who are, as
the New Internationalist described them, “rushing towards death.” It’s a nice fairy tale. The
White Helmets are anything but ordinary, however, as they only operate in terrorist-held
areas in Syria, occupied by force of arms by Jabhat al Nusra (and all their other rebranding
names and affiliates) and ISIS.

In East Aleppo in 2012, most of the residents fled to government-held West Aleppo and to
the coastal regions like Latakia, in order to escape living under Sharia street courts and
terrorist  rule.  The  fighting  age  males  who  remained  were  quickly  co-opted  by  western-
backed terrorists who controlled those areas. Western media and pro-interventionists like
Quinn might prefer to call those ‘rebel-held’ areas, but I have actually traveled to Syria, to
these  various  areas,  and  seen  ‘the  rebels’  and  the  damage  they  have  inflicted  on  the
populations  who  they  were  lording  over  for  four  and  a  half  years  in  East  Aleppo.

These were internationally recognized terrorists, and they were brutal. To state otherwise
and  claim  that  it’s  a  ‘matter  of  opinion’  (eg.  “I  have  a  right  to  my  opinion  to  call
them rebels“) is an intellectual fraud, and a furtherance of western war propaganda. Sadly,
and perhaps unknowingly, this is exactly what Quinn and TPC are doing. My message to
them is simple: go and ask the Syrian people – they will tell you who these men were, and
unlike the western media and politicians, people in Syria don’t use the word ‘rebel’ when
describing armed Islamist militants. To dismiss these facts out of hand, and claim that ‘we
haven’t had time to look at those claims,’ or to accuse independent journalists of peddling
 “conspiracy theories” about the White Helmets without even looking at the material, much
less reporting any of the contents therein, is derelict on the part of Quinn and TPC.

What Quinn is not telling RTE or the public, is that the White Helmets are being bankrolled
by our governments; specifically by the US State Department ($23 million through USAID, a
known  CIA  front  NGO,  and  that’s  not  a  conspiracy  theory),  and  the  British  Foreign  Office
(over $80 million), and tens of millions more from EU and NATO member states, and many
millions  more from opaque crowdfunding.  What’s  important  here,  and what  should  be
important  for  Quinn  and  the  TPC,  is  that  all  of  these  financial  stakeholders  have  a  stated
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vested interest in “regime change” in Syria.

So, while the US, UK, Netherlands, Germany and others are paying for this NGO construct,
the White Helmets are in turn, producing films which are then used to reinforce and promote
these investor nations’ collective foreign policy directives through mainstream media and
various third sector foundations and charities.  The White Helmet ‘rescue films,’  along with
all of the White Helmets’ incredible claims, are then accepted at face value by Quinn, the
TPC  and  the  western  corporate  media  such  as  CNN  and  affiliated  state-run  media  outlets
(BBC, Channel 4) – with no questions asked. None. This is an incredible thing in itself: that
these  parties  are  so  eager  to  appropriate  any  artefact  which  fulfills  their  pre-fabricated
narrative: ‘The rebels are a natural outgrowth of a peaceful Arab Spring uprising in 2011,
and the Assad regime is brutalising its own people, and the White Helmets are an organic
response to this  injustice.’  It  is   that  universal  lie  which underpins the entire western
establishment narrative, symbolised by the White Helmets.

On Tipperary’s website, the image they used is one of a staged rescue which features a
female ‘white helmet’ (image, left) which, for anyone who is in Syria or has been on the
ground there, will tell you is a complete joke. There are no genuinely, operational female
‘white helmets’, just as there are no Syrian minority community members of Le Mesurier‘s
merry  band  of  brothers.  No,  the  White  Helmet  operatives  in  the  terrorist  “field”   are
exclusively  male,  and  Islamist  extremists.  That’s  evidenced  by  numerous  reports  and
hundreds of videos, photos and the Islamist paraphernalia spread throughout their material.
I realise this might be getting too detailed for the Tipperary Peace committee, but it’s true,
and not a conspiracy theory as Quinn would claim.

The real conspiracy theory here is that of the White Helmets official line robotically parroted
by Quinn, that they are an “impartial humanitarian NGO, with no affiliation to any political or
military actor.” That is pure fiction.

At every step of the way, the White Helmets have been used to prop-up the US-NATO-GCC
artificial  narrative,  serving  to  undermine  the  Syrian  government  internationally  and  its
legitimate  allies  in  the  conflict,  Russia,  Iran  and  Lebanon’s  Hezbollah.

Additionally,  according  to  Martin  Quinn,   also“in  the  running”  this  year  was  celebrity
lawyer Amal Clooney, a member of the Council of Foreign Relations (along with a number of
known war criminals including Dick Cheney, and Hillary Clinton who was a leading architect
of  both  the  Libyan  and  Syrian  conflicts),  and  the  late  Martin  McGuinness.  Maybe  not
coincidentally,  Amal Clooney’s husband, George Clooney, is said to be producing a big
budget Hollywood blockbuster filmabout… the White Helmets.  So the gravy train of fakery
just keeps going.

Interestingly, in 2015, Tipperary awarded their prize to John Kerry, a man who stood there
and lied to the UN and world while serving as Secretary of State, claiming he had “enormous
amounts of evidence” that ‘Russian-backed rebels’ in eastern Ukraine were responsible for
the downing of MH17 in July 2014. History now shows that Kerry was lying, and we’re still
waiting for his ‘evidence’. The implications of Kerry’s lies are now evident: his comments
helped to set-off a new wave of EU and US sanctions against Russia, effectively placing East-
West relations back into another deep freeze, a resumption of the Cold War no less.

Tipperary could not have given the prize to a more undeserving recipient than Kerry. After
receiving the award in 2015, Kerry went on to continue promulgating lies which increased

http://21stcenturywire.com/2016/11/05/why-hillary-clinton-is-responsible-for-failures-in-both-libya-and-syria/
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2016/dec/20/george-clooney-white-helmets-syria-civil-defence
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2016/dec/20/george-clooney-white-helmets-syria-civil-defence
http://crooksandliars.com/2014/07/john-kerry-enormous-amount-evidence-russia
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military tensions between the US-led coalition and Russia. Last fall, Kerry, along with his
underling Samantha Power, pushed the fabricated claim that Russian and Syrian air forces
attacked a UN aid convoy. No evidence was ever produced to back this claim, but the ones
who provided the dodgy video footage used to frame Russia and Syria? Yes, that’s right:
the White Helmets. If only it ended there…

Regarding events at the UN last September, Southfront also reported:

“A leaked audio of US Secretary of State John Kerry’s meeting with members of
the Syrian opposition at the Dutch Mission of the UN on September 22. The
audio also is an evidence of the fact that mainstream media colluded with the
Obama’s administration in order to push the narrative for regime change in
Syria, hiding the truth about arming and funding ISIS by the US, as it exposed a
35 minute conversation that was omitted by CNN.”

Funding and arming terrorists in order to overthrow Assad? Perhaps these details are just
too much, and too complicated for Tipperary’s celebrity glad-handers. But these are the
facts.

Other  recipients  of  this  apparently  prestigious  award  include such luminaries  as  Rudy
Guiliani and Bill Clinton. No, it’s true.

For some reason, Tipperary didn’t get the memo that all of us Americans got years ago,
which is that Giuliani is a caustic warmonger.

“If  you look at  Giuliani’s  statements,  you will  find he has advocated bombing
Iran, he has advocated for intervention, to my knowledge he’s never admitted
the Iraq war was a mistake,” said US Senator Rand Paul earlier this year.

By trading on his happenstance relationship to the 9/11 tragedy, “Mr 9/11” Giuliani has
managed to fashion himself into one of the world’s most highly paid international jet-set
security consultants, and has amassed a $45 million fortune as a result.

It’s bizarre to say the least, that Tipperary did not see what many of us in America have
known for years – that Rudy Giuliani has an earned reputation as a foreign policy war hawk,
who even remarked in public last fall that when it comes to war “anything’s legal.”

In  addition  to  this,  for  years  now,  Giuliani  (along with  a  number  of  other  corrupt  US
politicians)  has  been  on  the  event  speakers’  payroll  of  the  US-backed,  exiled  Iranian
‘freedom fighter’ terrorist group, the Mojahedin-e Khalq, or MEK (MKO).

And the Tipperary Peace Convention gave this man an international prize? Farcical – and it
also should serve as a deep insult to all antiwar activists worldwide.

As for Bill Clinton, his record speaks for itself. History shows that this was a man who was
certainly impeached for the wrong crimes. American journalist David Harten remarked in
2001:

“The day before the House impeachment vote, Clinton bombed Iraq, delaying
the impeachment vote. He continued the bombing throughout all the days of

http://21stcenturywire.com/2016/09/21/false-flag-us-nato-and-rebel-coalition-appear-to-have-fabricated-un-convoy-evidence/
http://original.antiwar.com/porter/2017/03/12/a-flawed-un-investigation-on-syria/
https://off-guardian.org/2017/01/06/leaked-john-kerry-audio-white-house-wanted-isis-to-rise-in-syria/
http://www.politico.com/story/2016/11/rand-paul-no-john-bolton-trump-231406
http://www.salon.com/2012/03/28/guest_op_ed_mek_and_its_material_supporters_in_washington/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Mujahedin_of_Iran
http://www.ornery.org/essays/2001-01-26-1.html
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the impeachment vote. Only an hour or two after the House impeachment vote
ended, Clinton ended the bombing, saying, “We have achieved our objectives.”
Of  course,  because  the  objective  was  to  delay  and  distract  from  the
impeachment  vote!  In  all  other  respects,  the  bombing  hurt  U.S.  and
international interests.”

It was a massacre, and a war crime. One of many too. The same could be said for Clinton’s
role in mounting an international disinformation campaign about “genocide” by Serbian
forces which was then used to justify the illegal bombing of Yugoslavia in 1999 and the
arming of  imported Mujahedin terrorists  in  Bosnia and Kosovo –  a blueprint  for  future
operations in Syria.

These criminals are considered worthy recipients of the Tipperary Peace Prize.

I  expect  Martin  Quinn  and  his  committee  may  also  want  to  nominate  another  big
name, Madeleine Albright, who when asked about the US government’s economic sanctions
siege of Iraq which led to the deaths of some 500,000 Iraqi children and many others,
simply replied,

“I think this is a very hard choice. But the price, we think, is worth it.”

It seems that far from promoting serious antiwar icons and genuine champions of peace, the
Tipperary International Peace Prize is more akin to a vehicle for sucking-up to celebrity and
popular establishment names. This gives the organisation the opportunity to surf on the
back of celebrity gravitas, in an attempt to achieve elevated status in the NGO world.

It’s  ironic  that  this  Irish  peace  organisation  was  originally  founded  in  order  to  help
counteract the negative war-like connotations associated with their town because of the
famous war song, “It’s a Long Way to Tipperary.” We’re told that the founding committee of
the Tipperary Peace Convention was created to ensure their town should be known for
peace. Instead, what we see now is a group which is helping to promote some of biggest
war-mongers and enablers of war in the world, while slandering and defaming independent
peace activists and journalists publicly, as Mr Quinn has just done.

I have spent most of my adult life committed to campaigning for peace internationally, but I
would not be welcome at this year’s Tipperary Peace Convention, because I won’t adhere to
a blatantly false narrative, invented by my own government in order to overthrow another
nation state.

By now, Tipperary International Peace Prize is a long, long way from its stated mission. It
has become an accomplice to the global war machine, rather than a force against it.

For  Ireland and for  the  international  peace movement,  the  award  given to  the  White
Helmets this afternoon is not a victory for peace, but rather a victory for ignorance and
corruption.

This week also marked the defeat of ISIS at Der Ezzor in eastern Syria. ISIS has been routed,
just like Nusra Front, and every other western and gulf-backed terrorist group in Syria who
have nurtured the White Helmets since their formation in 2013. Despite blowing billions of
dollars in taxpayer funds, the Western countries have now lost the war Syria, and as each
day passes, more western lies are exposed, and the truth continues be revealed.

http://www.newprogs.org/when_clinton_lied_yugoslavia_died
http://www.tipperarypeace.ie/about.html
http://21stcenturywire.com/2017/09/05/syria-history-making-syrian-arab-army-breaks-isis-siege-deir-ezzor/
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Unfortunately, today Tipperary is on the wrong side of history.

Here  is  a  short  documentary  which  aired  on  Syria  TV,  detailing  some  of  our  firsthand
experiences  and  observations  from  on  the  ground  in  Syria:

Author Patrick Henningsen is an American writer and global affairs analyst and founder of
independent news and analysis site 21st Century Wire, and host of the SUNDAY
WIRE weekly radio show broadcast globally over the Alternate Current Radio Network (ACR).
He has written for a number of international publications and has done extensive on-the-
ground reporting of the conflict Syria, and the Middle East.

All images in this article are from the author.

Global Research announces the forthcoming release of  the print edition of Mark Taliano’s
Book, “Voices from Syria”  which includes two additional chapters. 

Taliano talks and listens to the people of Syria. He reveals the courage and resilience of a
Nation and its people in their day to day lives, after more than six years of US-NATO
sponsored terrorism and three years of US “peacemaking” airstrikes.

Mark Taliano combines years of research with on-the-ground observations to present an
informed and well-documented analysis that refutes  the mainstream media narratives on
Syria. 

Special Pre-Publication Offer

**Pre-Order  Special  Offer:  Voices  from  Syria  (Ships  mid-
September)

ISBN: 978-0-9879389-1-6

Author: Mark Taliano

Year: 2017

Pages: 128 (Expanded edition: 2 new chapters)

List Price: $17.95

http://www.21stcenturywire.com/
http://www.thesundaywire.com/
http://www.thesundaywire.com/
http://www.alternatecurrentradio.com/
https://store.globalresearch.ca/store/voices-from-syria/
https://store.globalresearch.ca/store/voices-from-syria/
https://store.globalresearch.ca/store/voices-from-syria/
http://www.globalresearch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/cache_240_240_Voices-from-Syria-cover-ad.jpg
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Special Price: $9.95 

Click to order
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