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***

On February 10 the U.S. Naval Institute website published a report that four more Arleigh
Burke-class  guided  missile  destroyers  had  been  sent  to  the  Mediterranean  Sea.  The
deployment, in addition to four (and soon to be six) of the warships permanently rotated out
of the Naval Station Rota in Spain, was described by a Navy spokesman as designed to allow
them to “participate in a range of maritime activities in support of the U.S. 6th Fleet and our
NATO allies.”

The four ships, USS Donald Cook, USS Gonzalez, USS Mitscher and USS The Sullivans, joined
their counterparts USS Arleigh Burke, USS Porter, USS Roosevelt, USS Ross and the Harry S.
Truman Carrier Strike Group operating in the Mediterranean Sea already.

The Harry S. Truman Carrier Strike Group, which has “been on station near the entrance to
the Black Sea since late December under orders from Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin,”
recently engaged in the Neptune Strike 22 joint exercise with the French carrier Charles de
Gaulle and Italian carrier Cavour strike groups. Harry S. Truman can accommodate 90 fixed
wing aircraft and helicopters. Sixth Fleet reports it currently hosts nine squadrons of the
Carrier Air Wing One.

Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyers USS Bainbridge, USS Gonzalez, USS Gravely
and USS Ross and Ticonderoga-class cruisers USS Cole, USS Jason Dunhamand USS San
Jacinto participated in the drills. All of the above except for USS Rosswere assigned to the
Harry S. Truman Carrier Strike Group; USS Ross was assigned to the Charles de Gaulle strike
group. The three cruisers are assigned to the U.S. Fifth and not Sixth Fleet. The latter
operates in the Mediterranean; the former in the Persian Gulf, Red Sea, Arabian Sea, and
part of the Indian Ocean. They were deployed to the Mediterranean for the occasion.

In all that adds up to ten destroyers and three cruisers that are part of Lockheed Martin’s
Aegis Combat System, which is an integral component of NATO’s missile defense system. It
is the naval, and almost the entirety, of the Pentagon’s ballistic missile defense (BMD)
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system.

The  U.S.’s  68  Arleigh  Burke-class  guided  missile  destroyers  and  22  Ticonderoga-class
cruisers, equipped to fire Tomahawk cruise missiles, also provide the delivery capabilities for
the Navy’s Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense System as they can also launch Standard Missile 3
surface-to-air  missiles  to  intercept  ballistic  missiles  and  satellites.  An  Arleigh  Burke
destroyer carries 56 Tomahawk missiles.  A Ticonderoga cruiser accommodates 26. The
entire  fleet  of  Aegis  warships,  then,  can  fire  4,380  cruise  missiles  and  an  undetermined
amount  of  Standard  Missile  3  interceptors.

The above is a formidable armada, which is several times more lethal than all other nations’
capacities combined (the U.S. also has all the world’s eleven supercarriers and those eleven
are the sole nuclear carriers except for France’s Charles de Gaulle), and the deployment of
at least thirteen of its anti-ballistic warships in the Mediterranean-Black Sea region is a
dangerous escalation of tensions in an already tense environment.

In addition, the U.S. has recently deployed additional warplanes, including nuclear-capable
bombers, to Poland, Romania and Britain.

See also: NATO holds drills with three carrier strike groups, seven interceptor warships in
Eastern Mediterranean.
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