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Over 30 Russian strategic bombers and long-range interceptors are participating in joint
exercises with a naval task group in the Atlantic and Arctic, an Air Force spokesman said on
Friday.

“Two Tu-160 Blackjack, two Tu-95MS Bear and eight Tu-22M3 Backfire-C strategic bombers,
two A-50 Mainstay airborne early warning aircraft, four MiG-31 Foxhound and 12 Su-27
Flanker fighters and two 1I-78 Midas aerial tankers have been conducting drills since 9.00
a.m. Moscow time [6.a.m. GMT] over the Atlantic and the Arctic oceans,” Colonel Alexander
Drobyshevsky said.

During the exercises, which will run until February 2, Russian pilots are practicing
reconnaissance, missile and bomb strikes on an “aggressor force”, and are flying simulated
air combat and air patrolling missions.

Drobyshevsky said that all flights by Russian aircraft were performed in strict compliance
with international laws on the use of air space over neutral waters, without violating the
borders of other states.

Russia’s naval task force, comprising the Admiral Kuznetsov aircraft carrier, the Udaloy-
Class destroyers Admiral Levchenko and Admiral Chabanenko, as well as auxiliary vessels, is
currently on a two-month tour of duty in the Mediterranean Sea and the North Atlantic.

The flagship of Russia’s Black Sea Fleet, the Moskva guided missile cruiser, joined up with
Russian naval warships in the Mediterranean on January 18 to participate in the current
maneuvers.

The current operation is the first large-scale Russian Navy exercise in the Atlantic in 15
years. All combat ships and aircraft involved carry full combat ammunition loads.

Commander of Russia’s Northern Fleet Vice-Admiral Nikolai Maksimov, who is heading the
task force, earlier said that the current tour of duty in the Mediterranean, which started on
December 5, was aimed at ensuring Russia’s naval presence “in key operational areas of
the world’s oceans” and establishing conditions for secure Russian maritime navigation.

The original source of this article is RIA Novosti
Copyright © Global Research, RIA Novosti, 2008



https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
http://en.rian.ru/russia/20080201/98151565.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/russia-and-fsu
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/militarization-and-wmd
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/us-nato-war-agenda
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/us-nato-war-agenda
http://en.rian.ru/russia/20080201/98151565.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
http://en.rian.ru/russia/20080201/98151565.html

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Global Research

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

