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Third Israeli Election Heading for Impasse Again?
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On Monday, Israelis are voting for the third time since last April, impasse occurring twice
before, what may happen again this time.

According to the latest pre-election polls, Netanyahu’s Likud party and lead challenger
Benny Gantz's Blue and White each are predicted to win 33 of 120 Knesset seats.

A 61-seat majority coalition is required to form a government. What neither leading party
achieved twice before may be repeated a third time following voting on Monday.

Likud and Blue and White each appear a few seats short of cobbling together a ruling
majority.

Anti-Gantz mudslinging defined Netanyahu’s campaign. After voting on Monday, Gantz
slammed his chief rival saying:

“I hope that today will be the day that we change the tune, stop the mudslinging (and) stop
the lying,” adding:

“Hopefully on this day we will begin the process of healing and begin living together with
each other.”

Voting in Occupied Jerusalem, Israeli president Rivlin said “(t)his is normally a festive day,
but the truth is that | don’t feel celebratory.”

“I only feel a sense of deep shame...We don’t deserve another awful and grubby election
campaign like the one that ends today, and we don’t deserve this never-ending instability.”

“We deserve a government that works for us.” Like the US and other Western countries, it
only “works” for Israel’s privileged class.

The vast majority of its Jewish citizens have no say over how they’re governed.

Israeli Arabs and Occupied Palestinians are ill-served and abused by ruling authorities
controlling their lives.

Gantz earlier and ahead could easily cobble together a ruling coalition by including Joint
(Arab) List Knesset members in it.

Instead he refused to ally with Arab representatives twice before — supporting apartheid
rule like all Israeli regimes from inception.

Joint List leader Ayman Odeh said governance serving all Israeli citizens equitably is
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impossible “without a partnership between Arabs and Jews.”

According to polls, his party is projected to win a record-high 14 or 15 seats — making him a
potential kingmaker if Gantz agreed to included Joint List in a ruling coalition with portfolios
for the first time in Israeli history.

The Times of Israel cited unnamed analysts who believe that Gantz “may try to mold a
minority coalition backed by the Joint List from the outside,” how this might work not
explained.

Odeh said for Gantz to have Joint List ruling coalition support, he must “change direction” —
what never happened before in Israel politically.

Arab Knesset members are treated like potted plants — with no power to serve their
constituents.

Opening Monday at 7:00 AM local time, over 10,000 polling stations will stay open until
10:00 PM, 6,453,255 registered voters eligible to cast ballots.

On Sunday, Haaretz editors slammed Netanyahu. Calling him Israel’s “mudslinger-in-chief,”
they “demand(ed) that he retire from public life,” adding:

“It's hard to find words to describe the toxic stink that wafts from the political sewage
Netanyahu, his associates and his family are channeling into the public fields.”

“There is not enough space to cover the entirety of mudslinging in Netanyahu's sewer
politics.”

“In the battle for the premiership, Netanyahu has stopped at nothing in demeaning his
political rivals, delegitimizing them to the point of dehumanizing anyone perceived as
standing in his way to another term.”

“That includes methodical, consistent incitement against Israel’s Arab citizens, Arab
lawmakers and the legitimacy of the Arab vote.”

“How many more shovelfuls of muck must Israelis endure...from the messiah of hatred,
incitement and lies...”

More the same filled the strongly worded denunciation of Netanyahu by Haaretz editors,
wanting an end to his “poisonous rule on Monday.”

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons below. Forward this article to your email lists.
Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Award-winning author Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net. He is a Research Associate of the Centre for Research
on Globalization (CRG)

His new book as editor and contributor is titled “Flashpoint in Ukraine: US Drive for
Hegemony Risks WW IIl.”


mailto:lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net

http://www.claritypress.com/Lendmanlll.html

Visit his blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com.

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Stephen Lendman, Global Research, 2020

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Stephen Lendman

About the author:

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net. His new book as
editor and contributor is titled "Flashpoint in Ukraine:
US Drive for Hegemony Risks WW II1."
http://www.claritypress.com/Lendmanlil.html Visit his
blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com. Listen to cutting-
edge discussions with distinguished guests on the
Progressive Radio News Hour on the Progressive Radio
Network. It airs three times weekly: live on Sundays at
1PM Central time plus two prerecorded archived
programs.

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the

copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance

a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html
http://sjlendman.blogspot.com/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

