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Disinformation

Theresa May is under increasing pressure to clarify reports that she blocked an investigation
into Brexit bankroller Arron Banks in the run-up to the 2016 referendum after the Home
Office refused to reveal information about the controversial Leave.EU and UKIP donor.

In an “extraordinary” response to a freedom of information request from openDemocracy,
the Home Office refused to confirm or deny whether it holds any material from 2016 about
Leave.EU  and  Banks.  The  department  said  that  doing  so  “would  impede  the  future
formulation of government policy”.

Opposition  MPs  have  accused  the  Home  Office  of  a  “major  cover-up”  and  called  on  the
government to “ditch the obfuscation” and “come clean”, amid media reports that May, as
home secretary, blocked a proposed probe into Banks ahead of the Brexit vote.

In a letter seen by openDemocracy, Liberal Democrat MP Tom Brake has called on the prime
minister  to  “clarify  whether  you were aware of  any concerns regarding Arron Banks’s
finances and alleged relationships with foreign states”. The Leave donor is currently under
investigation by the National Crime Agency.

Image on the right: Arron Banks

In an effort to ascertain whether there was any truth to the allegations that May vetoed a
probe into Banks’s affairs, openDemocracy asked the Home Office for any communications
from May’s time as home secretary that referred to Banks or Leave.EU. In response, the
department  said  that  even  confirming  or  denying  whether  it  held  any  information  “would
impede the future formulation of government policy”.

Yes Minister, the Kafka version

Responding to the Home Office decision – which openDemocracy is challenging – Tom Brake
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said:

“The government’s lame excuse for failing to respond to an FOI request from
openDemocracy combines a touch of Yes Minister with a pinch of Kafka.”

Banks, whose £8.4m gift to Leave campaigns was the single biggest donation in British
political history, is facing a criminal investigation over concerns that he was not the “true
source” of the money. Questions have also been raised about Banks’s links to Russia. Banks
denies any wrongdoing.

The NCA probe followed an Electoral Commission investigation that found evidence that
Bank’s Brexit funding had come “from impermissible sources”.

Source: TruePublica

Last weekend, openDemocracy revealed that Banks raised the possibility of fundraising for
Brexit in the US while emailing former Trump adviser Steve Bannon. Donations from outside
the UK are illegal under British election legislation.

openDemocracy has also revealed that Banks lied to MPs about the political work that his
insurance company did for his Leave.EU campaign.

What did May do?

After the NCA investigation was launched, a report in the Daily Mail suggested that Theresa
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May had previously vetoed a probe into Banks before the Brexit vote took place. “The topic
was simply too explosive in the run-up to the referendum,” the newspaper wrote.

In the Commons last week, Labour MP Ben Bradshaw MP asked May whether she had told
security services not to investigate Banks when she was home secretary. She replied: “We
do not comment, in this House, on individual criminal investigations.”

Bradshaw, who wrote to May asking if she had ever declined a request from the security
services to conduct a probe into Banks the day after  it  was announced that the NCA
investigation had begun, said that the Home Office’s response to openDemocracy suggested
that “the government is trying to hide behind the form of language usually used to avoid
commenting on intelligence matters. This is not an intelligence matter.

“It is a question about whether the government blocked an earlier investigation
into someone who, two years later, is finally under criminal investigation.

“This is an extraordinary response from the Home Office and points, I’m afraid,
to a major cover-up. How can telling the truth about whether the Home Office
blocked  an  investigation  into  Banks  ‘impede  the  future  development  of
government  policy’?  It’s  got  nothing  to  do  with  the  future  formulation  of
government policy,” Bradshaw said.

Liberal Democrat MP Tom Brake added:

“It is time the government and the PM ditched the obfuscation and came clean
with what the PM knew about the Banks allegations when.

“Trust in both politicians and the EU referendum result depend on it.”

In September deputy Labour leader Tom Watson also asked whether May had blocked a
possible investigation into Arron Banks before the referendum.
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