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Twenty years ago, developing countries signed onto the World Trade Organisation (WTO)
with the promise of raising standards of living, ensuring full employment, food security,
technological advancement and achieving sustainable development. In 2015, it is evident
that WTO’s trade and investment rules have taken the developing world in the opposite
direction. The WTO has served as a powerful tool in the hands of the North to undermine
sovereign development trajectories in the South.

The Tenth Ministerial Conference to be held in Nairobi, Kenya, from 15-18 December 2015 is
again heading towards strengthening of the hands of the North at the WTO.  There is a
concerted push by developed countries such as USA and EU to further this fundamentally
flawed,  pro-corporate  capital  and  anti  democratic  process  of  “free”  trade  and  investment
“liberalisation”. Issues that were earlier rejected in the Singapore Ministerial (1996) such as
Investment,  Government  Procurement  and  Competition  Policy  are  being  brought  back.

Further, the so called ‘21st century issues’ such as E-Commerce, Environmental Goods and
Global Value Chains are now on the table with the sole purpose of eliminating autonomous
policy space of the South. Several of these issues are already present in the US led Trans
Pacific  Partnership  (TPP)  which  has  recently  been  concluded.  These  need  to  be  rejected
firmly  by  India.

In this context we are concerned that India is open to discussing new issues, as has been
reflected  in  the  Commerce  Ministers  recent  statement.  On  the  contrary  India  should  unify
developing countries in order to regain lost national policy space and highlight long standing
issues  of  concern  such  as  food  security,  special  and  differential  treatment,  reduction  of
agribusiness  subsidies  in  developed  countries  and  review  of  TRIPS,  many  of  which  find
mention in the Doha Development Agenda (DDA) of WTO. Rather than being trapped in the
agenda of the developed countries to aggressively pry open developing country markets,
India should push for reinforcing the development mandate in any trade discussion. In the
eventuality  of  India  being  unable  to  extract  concrete  concessions  from the  developed
countries on these issues and the latter’s insertion of new agendas at Nairobi; we call upon
the Government of India to walk out of the Ministerial Conference.

Provision of food, education, health and guarantee of decent jobs are essential elements for
the realisation of the fundamental rights granted by the Indian Constitution. These are the
issues under threat at the WTO. In the name of “market distortions”, minimum support price
(MSP) for public stockholding of food grains, state support for health and education are
sought  to  be  withdrawn.At  a  time  when  neo-liberal  economic  policies  have  not  only
deepened the agrarian crisis in rural India, but also led to a breakdown of public services,
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resulted in complete de-industrialisation in some sectors and technological dependence in
others forcing India on to the low value added path in the global supply chain resulting in
loss of millions of jobs in manufacturing, especially in small medium and village enterprises,
any further concessions at the WTO will lead to further impoverishment for the working
classes,  peasants,  indigenous  peoples,  artisans,  women,  dalits  and  other  marginalised
sections of the Indian population.

We, the undersigned note with grave concern that so far the Government of India has not
discussed in the Indian Parliament these disturbing developments at the WTO. We underline
that  no  commitments  should  be  made  before  due  debate  and  ratification  by  the  Indian
Parliament and public consultation. Further, as trade issues have intruded on policy spaces
under the purview of state governments, approvals from state legislatures and relevant
local  bodies  should  also  be  made  mandatory.  Given  the  deep  democratic  deficit  in  WTO
processes, we call for a moratorium on any new commitments. In this context, we also
demand  that  conditional  GATS  offers  that  were  made  by  India  in  critical  sectors  such  as
higher education, health, finance and insurance be immediately withdrawn.

We call on the Indian Parliament to debate and vote, based on robust evidence of the
employment,  livelihood,  social  and  environmental  impacts  of  20  years  of  the  WTO
Agreements,  various  free  trade agreements  (FTAs)  and autonomous liberalisation.  This
process must be preceded by decisions of state legislative assemblies and should also be
informed by inputs from academia, public intellectuals, trade unions, social movements and
non-governmental organisations.

Based on this evidence, the Government of India should roll back harmful commitments that
were made under the Agreement on Agriculture (AoA), the Agreement on Trade-Related
Investment Measures (TRIMs), Agreement on Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property
Rights (TRIPS), General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) and other WTO agreements.

Twenty years on, we demand that the Government of India thoroughly reorient its stand in
international  trade  and  investment  negotiations  and  align  it  truly  with  the  pro-people
agenda of self-reliant and sustainable development. We also call upon the Government of
India to work towards such a progressive and alternate agenda in solidarity and cooperation
with likeminded countries of the South.

With this end in view, the signatories to this declaration commit to taking this message
across  the  country  through  campaigns,  rallies  and  conventions.  We  call  upon  mass
organisations  from  across  the  country  to  join  this  process  of  defending  democracy,
reclaiming self-reliance and sovereignty.

Endorsed by:

Adivasi Dalit Morcha, Madhya Pradesh1.
All India Democratic Women’s Association (AIDWA)2.
All India Drug Action Network (AIDAN)3.
All India Forum for Right To Education (AIFRTE)4.
All India Kisan Sabha (AIKS)5.
All India Peoples Science Network (AIPSN)6.
All India Power Engineers Federation (AIPEF)7.
All India Progressive Women’s Association (AIPWA)8.
All India Students Association (AISA)9.
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10. All India Union of Forest Working People (AIUFWP)

11. Alliance for Sustainable and Holistic Agriculture (ASHA)

12. Andhra Pradesh Vyvasaya Vruthidarula Union (APVVU)

13. Asha Parivar

14. Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh (BMS)

15. Beyond Copenhagen

16. Bharatiya Krishak Samaj (BKS)

17. Center for Environment Education (CEE), Madhya Pradesh

18. Centre for Equity Studies

19. CECOEDECON

20. Citizen News Service (CNS)

21. Coalition for Nuclear Disarmament and Peace (CNDP)

22. Democratic Teachers Front

23. Delhi Right to Water Campaign

24. Delhi Science Forum

25. Diverse Women for Diversity

26. Federation of Central Universities’ Teachers’ Associations (FEDCUTA)

27. Focus on the Global South

28. Food First Information and Action Network (FIAN)

29. Food Sovereignty Alliance

30. Forum Against FTAs

31. Forum for Indigenous Perspectives and Action (FIPA)

32. Forum for Urban Commons and Governance

33. Gene Campaign

34. India FDI Watch

35. Indian Social Action Forum (INSAF)

36. Institute for Social Action and Research
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37. Jan Pahal

38. Jan Pahel, Madhya Pradesh

39. Jan Swasthya Abhiyan (JSA)

40. Joshi Adhikari Institute of Social Studies (JAISS)

41. Kalpavriksh

42. Madhyam

43. Manthan Adhyayan Kendra

44. Mines Minerals and People (MMP)

45. Nadi Ghati Morcha

46. Nagara Vanchitara Vedike

47. Nagpur Municipal Corporation Employees Union (NMCEU)

48. National Alliance of People’s Movements (NAPM)

49. National Campaign on Dalit Human Rights (NCDHR)

50. National Centre for Labour (NCL)

51. National Confederation of Officers Associations of Central PSUs (NCOA)

52. National Platform against Water Privatisation

53. National Working Group on Patent Laws and WTO

54. Navdanya

55. New Trade Union Initiative (NTUI)

56. North East People’s Alliance

57. Pani Haaq Samiti, Mumbai

58. People’s Campaign for the Right to Water, Karnataka

59. People’s Research Society

60. Popular Education and Action Centre (PEACE)

61. POSCO Pratirodh Sangram Samiti (PPSS)

62. Public Advocacy Initiatives for Rights and Values in India (PAIRVI)

63. Public Services International (PSI), South Asia
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64. Research Foundation for Science Technology & Ecology

65. Right to Education (RTE) Forum

66. Right to Food Campaign

67. River Basin Friends(North East )

68. Samajvadi Samagam

69. Sanchar Nigam Executives Association (SNEA)

70. Save our Rice Campaign

71. Shambhvi, New Delhi

72. Socialist Party (India)

73. South Solidarity Initiative –ActionAid India

74. Students Federation of India (SFI)

75. Swadeshi Andolan

76. Thanal

77. The Child Trust

78. The Hawkers Federation

79. Third World Network, India

80. Toxics Watch Alliance

81. Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam

Fo r  more  i n fo rmat i on  o r  t o  endorse  p lease  wr i t e  t o  G  Man i candan :
manicandan@gmail.com (Tel.  9868319261)  and Dinesh  Abrol:  dinesh.abrol@gmail.com 
(Tel. 9650365397)
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