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In their book Manufacturing Consent, Edward Herman and Noam Chomsky distinguished
between two kinds of victims:  the worthy victims and the unworthy victims.  The “worthy
victims” are the victims (real and alleged) of leaders on the U.S. enemies list, such as
Bashar al-Assad.  The “unworthy victims” are those of the U.S. and its client states, such as
Israel and Saudi Arabia.

The U.S. led cabal calling itself the “international community” is outraged when there are
worthy victims.  For example the U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Nikki Haley holds up pictures
of dead Syrian babies for the world to see. Worthy victims are granted human rights, and
Assad deserves our outrage.

Unworthy victims for example are the 50,000 Yemeni children who have died of starvation
because of Saudi Arabia’s total blockade of Yemen, including blockading food, water and
medicine.  Unworthy victims are blamed for being victims and ignored by the international
community and the mainstream media.  Unworthy victims have no human rights. Yemen is
a humanitarian disaster that is ignored, because Saudi Arabia is a friend of the U.S.A.

There is no outrage from the U.S. when Saudi Arabia’s Mohammad bin Salman (MsB) is
dropping U.S. manufactured bombs from U.S. manufactured airplanes and indiscriminately
slaughtering Yemeni men, women and children.  MsB is the new darling of the neocons,
and Thomas Friedman writes words of praise as if it is really cool to be an absolute monarch

in the 21st century.  The late Robert Parry described Friedman and the neocons as being
“disconnected from reality”.

For weeks now, tens of thousands of Gazans have been legally protesting for their right to
return to their homes in Palestine.  There is no outrage when Netanyahu and his regime
orders Israeli soldiers to massacre them. Hundreds of Palestinians were gunned down on
Land Day and during demonstrations for the Right to Return. Netanyahu has the full support
of the U.S. so there is no outrage and he will not pay for his crimes.  Netanyahu has every
reason to believe that the U.S. will protect him, as the U.S. has many times in the past. 
Nikki Haley is not going to hold up pictures of dead Palestinian children.  Instead she will
shield Netanyahu from criticism, and accuse his critics of being anti-Semitic. Netanyahu’s
victims are unworthy victims.

The Palestinians that were massacred in Gaza were inside the Israeli enclosure that has
been their prison for over a decade.  They were on Palestinian land.  They presented no
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danger to the Israeli soldiers that were on the Israeli side of the barricade.  The soldiers had
telescopic sights on their rifles and fired from a distance of over 100 yards away.  Hundreds
of Palestinians were shot with illegal fragmentation bullets that have been banned by the
1899 Hague Declaration.  Netanyahu’s orders were illegal and the soldiers committed war
crimes by following illegal orders.  The Nuremberg Trials of Nazis after World War Two
declared that “just following orders” is not a defense against war crimes.

Two million Palestinian refugees have been trapped in Gaza for over a decade.  Gaza has
been turned into an inhumane open-air concentration camp.  The people in Gaza have been
cut  off  from  the  outside  world.   They  are  living  under  a  blockade  and  Israel  controls
everything and anything that goes in or out of the Gaza Strip.  What goes in is barely
enough food for Gazans to survive.  Netanyahu jokes that he has put Gaza on a diet.  The
sick, wounded and dying are not allowed to get out of Gaza to go to a hospital for medical
treatment without Israeli permission.  Netanyahu rarely gives that permission.  Netanyahu’s
victims are unworthy victims and are blamed for being victims.

In 2006 Israel tightened the noose around Gaza’s neck by imposing a total blockade by air,
land and sea of Palestinians living in Gaza.  The supposed crime for which Israel imposed an
illegal  collective  punishment  on Gazans  is  that  they democratically  elected the  wrong
government, against Israel’s wishes.  Instead of electing the Israeli controlled Palestinian
National  Liberation Movement,  known as Fatah,  Gazans elected the Islamic  Resistance
Movement, known as Hamas.  Israel used to consider Fatah a terrorist organization, but now
it  does not  because they are collaborators.   Instead Israel,  which secretly  backed the
formation of Hamas in a divide and conquer strategy, now considers Hamas a terrorist
organization. Netanyahu falsely accuses that the demonstrators are Hamas terrorists.

Protest in Gaza (Source: The Unz Review)

Netanyahu has killed and wounded journalist  reporting from Gaza.  They are  unworthy
victims so there is no outcry from the mainstream media about killing journalists.  The
mainstream media repeatedly accuses Russia’s president Vladimir Putin of (allegedly) killing
journalists, and there is an outcry because they are worthy victims.  The U.S. has imposed
economic sanctions on Russia.  Israel gets billions of dollars in U.S. financial aid every year,
regardless of what crimes Netanyahu commits.  Putin’s supposed crimes are that Russia has
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given aid to the breakaway region of Ukraine after a U.S. sponsored fascist regime change
in Kiev. Putin is accused of invading Crimea when the Crimeans voted in a referendum to
rejoin their historical attachment to Russia.  Putin is vilified for (allegedly) meddling in U.S.
politics.  Netanyahu gets standing ovations from the U.S. Congress.

Netanyahu has been illegally occupying the West Bank of Palestine, and he is building illegal
Israeli settlements there.  Netanyahu thumbs his nose at international law.  The U.S. has
vetoed 43 U.N. resolutions against Israel.  Nikki Haley says that Putin is an obstructionist for
vetoing  a  U.N.  resolution  condemning  Assad  for  an  alleged  chemical  weapons  attack,
without any evidence.  The U.S. tried to block an investigation by the Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) of the alleged chemical weapon attack site in
Syria.  The OPCW says it will investigate anyway.

President Trump’s order to attack Syria based on an alleged use of chemical weapons is a
violation  of  international  law.   The U.S.  is  not  the  international  policeman,  judge and
executioner.  Article 2, section 4 of the U.N. Charter states:

“All Members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use
of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state,
or in any other manner inconsistent with the Purposes of the United Nations.”

The only legal uses of force according to the U.N. Charter are for self-defense and when
force is authorized by the U.N. Security Council.  Violations of the U.N. Charter are also a
violation of the U.S. Constitution under Article VI which states:

“…all treaties made, or which shall be made, under the authority of the United
States, shall be the supreme law of the land.”

The U.N. Charter is a treaty that was signed by the President of the United States and
ratified by  the  U.S.  Senate.   Under  the  U.S.  Constitution  the  U.N.  Charter  is  the  “supreme
law of the land” in the U.S., as well as internationally.

Under the Universal Declaration of Human Rights everyone has a presumption of innocence
until proven guilty before a court of law.  The U.S. does not have the right to declare a
sentence before there is a trial and verdict.  Article 66 of the 1998 Rome Statute of the
International  Criminal  Court  entitles  those  accused  of  crimes  the  “presumption  of
innocence” and further says:

“The onus is on the Prosecutor to prove the guilt of the accused.  In order to
convict the accused, the Court must be convinced of the guilt of the accused
beyond reasonable doubt.”

We do not even know if a crime has been committed. There has been no investigation yet. 
There is considerable reason for doubt.  Investigative journalist Seymour Hersh and others
(Robert Fisk, Ron Paul, Jeffrey Sachs, former U.K. ambassador to Syria Peter Ford, Fox News
Tucker Carlson, Larry Wilkerson, etc.) have raised serious doubts about the alleged chemical
weapons attack by Assad. There are no known facts about the latest alleged chemical
weapon attack, or the past alleged attacks either.
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The unproven allegation of chemical weapons comes from U.S. backed terrorists that have
been waging a war against the Syrian people for over 7 years.  It has been widely reported
and documented that the alleged chemical weapon attacks, supposedly perpetrated by
Assad, have been false flags and faked.  The terrorists have been reported to have chemical
weapons in their arsenal.  If chemical weapons were used in any of the attacks they could
have come from the terrorists themselves.

It is well known that the U.S. has been behind the war against Assad, and that the U.S.
admittedly is backing terrorists in a U.S. regime change projects.  The dead and wounded of

U.S. aggression during the 21st century number in the millions of people in over half a dozen
countries.  The mainstream media ignores the magnitude of the wars of U.S. aggression,
and the U.S. people mainly go about their day to day activities as if nothing is happening. 
Since the U.S. is allegedly a democracy and has freedom of the press, then U.S. citizens and
the U.S. mainstream media are responsible for the actions of their government.  Ignorance
of the law about what their government is doing is not an excuse.

Under international law the Palestinians have a right to resist the illegal military occupation
of Palestine that has been going on since 1967.  But Israel does not have the right to impose
collective punishment,  deny refugees the right  to  return home,  to  confiscate land,  impose
indefinite  detention,  torture  prisoners  and  restrict  the  free  movement  of  civilians;  nor  to
confine them in  inhumane living  conditions  in  Gaza.   Israel  is  acting  no  different  than  the
Nazis did against the Jews in 1939 when they enclosed Jews in the Warsaw Ghetto.  Just like
the Warsaw Ghetto, Gaza is unlivable, the people are starving, the water is contaminated,
disease  is  rampant,  and  Israel  has  systematically  destroyed  their  homes  and  civilian
infrastructure.

Israel  routinely  shoots  to  kill  anyone  or  anything  entering  a  “no  man’s  land”  buffer  zone
inside  Gaza.   It  even  has  remote  controlled  machine  guns  and  other  indiscriminant
instruments  of  death  within  the  buffer  zone.  When  tens  of  thousands  of  unarmed
demonstrators  approached  the  buffer  zone,  the  Israeli  military  snipers  were  prepared  to
massacre them.  Netanyahu says that  Israel  has the most  moral  army in  the world.  
Massacring unarmed civilians is immoral.

The demonstrations in commemoration of Land Day and protests for the Right to Return
have been announced in advance.  Israel opened fire and massacred demonstrators, killing
and critically wounding hundreds of Palestinians, including clearly identified journalist, such
as Yasser Murtaja. The massacre of unarmed civilians who are demonstrating on their own

land is a clear violation of international law, and a crime against humanity.  On April 3rd the
Israeli human rights organization B’Tselem called on Israeli soldiers to refuse illegal orders
to shoot unarmed civilians saying:
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“The use of live ammunition against unarmed persons who pose no danger to
anyone is unlawful. It is even more blatantly unlawful in the case of soldiers
firing from a great distance at demonstrators located on the other side of the
fence that separates Israel from the Gaza Strip. In addition, it is impermissible
to  order  soldiers  to  fire  live  ammunition  at  individuals  for  approaching  the
fence,  damaging  it,  or  attempting  to  cross  it.”

Under  international  law commanders giving the orders  to  shoot  unarmed civilians and
individual  soldiers  who do so  could  be charged with  wars  crimes by the International
Criminal Court.  That is not likely to happen anytime soon because the U.S. protects Israel
and allows Netanyahu to literally get away with murder.  Netanyahu’s victims are unworthy.

*

This article was originally published on The Greanville Post.

David is a progressive columnist writing on economic, political and social issues. His articles
have been published by OpEdNews, The Greanville Post, The Real News Network, Truth Out,
Consortium News, Global Research, and many other publications.   David is active in social
issues relating to peace, race relations and religious freedom, homelessness and equal
justice. David is a member of Veterans for Peace, Saint Pete for Peace, CodePink, and
International Solidarity Movement.
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