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The US Air Force develops robotic hypersonic plane
capable of travelling 20 times the speed of sound
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The Voice of Russia 26 April 2010

The US Air Force has test-flown a prototype hypersonic plane. Launched last Thursday from
California’s Vandenberg Airbase atop a Minotaur Lite booster rocket, the Falcon Hypersonic
Technology Vehicle travelled 65 hundred kilometres west at speeds of up to 21 thousand
kilometres an hour.

The experiment lasted 30 minutes, the closing 21 of them without communication with the
vehicle. The latter finally splashed down into the Central Pacific Ocean. The US Air Force

hopes to develop a robotic hypersonic plane capable of travelling at over 20 times the speed
of sound.
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