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The U.S.- Mexico Environmentally Destructive
Border Wall
Famed Butterfly Center Bisected, Wildlife Refuge Spared
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The spending plan introduced in Congress Wednesday includes $641 million for border wall
construction in the Rio Grande Valley and $1.6 billion for border enforcement. While the
proposed budget prohibits funding new border wall designs, such as Trump’s prototypes, it
authorizes construction of approximately 33 additional miles of border walls on public and
private lands in the coming months, without any meaningful environmental review.

“It’s heartening to see Congress reject the worst symbol of Trump’s bigotry
and racism by prohibiting a concrete wall along the border,” said Paulo Lopes,
a public  lands policy specialist  at  the Center  for  Biological  Diversity.  “But
jaguars and other wildlife can’t get over a wall, no matter what it’s made of.
Congress should not sanction the building of border walls and fences on public
lands or anywhere else.”

The  first  planned  sections  of  the  Trump  border  wall  would  tear  through  public  lands,
ranchlands, national historic sites and the National Butterfly Center in the Rio Grande Valley.
Congress  only  spared  the  Santa  Ana  National  Wildlife  Refuge  from these  destructive
construction activities.

“Our environment continues to pay a staggering cost for the border wall and
the infrastructure that comes with it,” Lopes said. “Now that Congress has
given Trump this down-payment, he’ll only keep demanding more.”

A recent study by the Center identified more than 90 endangered or threatened species that
would be threatened by wall construction along the 2,000-mile U.S.-Mexico border.

The Center filed the first lawsuit against Trump’s border wall, and will appeal a recent ruling
in  a  separate  lawsuit  that  challenges  the  Trump administration’s  waiver  of  dozens  of
environmental laws to replace border walls near San Diego. The Trump administration is
expected to set aside these same laws to speed construction of border barriers in Texas.

Beyond jeopardizing wildlife, endangered species and public lands, the U.S.-Mexico border
wall is part of a larger strategy of ongoing border militarization that damages human rights,
civil  liberties, native lands, local businesses and international relations. The border wall
impedes the natural migrations of people and wildlife that are essential to healthy diversity.

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/center-for-biological-diversity
http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/news/press_releases/2018/border-wall-03-22-2018.php
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/usa
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/intelligence
http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/international/borderlands_and_boundary_waters/pdfs/A_Wall_in_the_Wild.pdf
http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/international/borderlands_and_boundary_waters/pdfs/Center_and_Grijalva_v_Kelly_complaint_2017_04_12.pdf
http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/campaigns/border_wall/pdfs/Center_v_DHS_prototype_and_wall_replacement_proposed_second_amended_complaint.pdf


| 2

The original source of this article is Center for Biological Diversity
Copyright © Center For Biological Diversity, Center for Biological Diversity, 2018

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Center For
Biological Diversity

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/news/press_releases/2018/border-wall-03-22-2018.php
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/center-for-biological-diversity
http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/news/press_releases/2018/border-wall-03-22-2018.php
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/center-for-biological-diversity
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/center-for-biological-diversity
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

