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Henrietta Fore of UNICEF reports on the appalling conditions in Yemen:

Further north, a similar scene is unfolding at the Al Sabeen hospital in Sanaa.
Up to 30 new young patients stream in every day to the hospital’s malnutrition
ward [bold mine-DL]. In the neonatal intensive care unit, newborn babies in
incubators struggle for every breath.

Keeping babies alive in a country where nothing works any more is a real
challenge: There are not enough respirators and not enough medicine. Health
staff diligently report to work even though they have not received their salaries
in two years. The malnutrition ward is packed. Parents have no money for
health care and by the time they bring their sick babies in, it is often too late.

This is what a collapsing health system in a war zone looks like. It has the face
of a mother who looks on, powerless, as her eight-month-old child, who has the
weight of a newborn baby, fights for his life. It has the face of a father who has
to choose between buying food for the whole family or buying medicine for his
sick wife.

As Fore reminds us, a Yemeni child dies from preventable causes every ten minutes. That
adds up to almost 50,000 dead children every year in a war that has dragged on for more
than three years. These children are perishing because of starvation created by the Saudi
coalition blockade and bombing campaign and from outbreaks of preventable disease that
the blockade and bombing campaign have made much harder to combat. The blockade
impedes delivery of essential food and medicine and makes them prohibitively expense for
most people in a country whose economy has been devastated.

This humanitarian catastrophe was foreseeable and it was foreseen from the very start, but
the Saudi coalition has persisted in purposefully strangling the civilian population for three
years. It is an entirely man-made disaster, and the Saudi coalition and their Western backers
are its chief authors. Millions more Yemeni lives are at risk, and even if things don’t get
significantly worse many more thousands of Yemeni children will needlessly lose their lives
because of the coalition blockade and bombing campaign. If conditions worsen because of
the  ongoing  coalition  offensive  on  Hodeidah,  the  loss  of  life  will  be  in  the  hundreds  of
thousands  and  possibly  in  the  millions.

*

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/daniel-larison
http://www.theamericanconservative.com/larison/the-starving-children-of-yemen/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/middle-east
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/crimes-against-humanity
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/media-disinformation
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/media-disinformation
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/police-state-civil-rights
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/poverty-social-inequality
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/9-11-war-on-terrorism
http://news.trust.org/item/20180710132547-6a2x1


| 2

Featured image is from Hugh Macleod / IRIN/Creative Commons.

The original source of this article is The American Conservative
Copyright © Daniel Larison, The American Conservative, 2018

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Daniel Larison

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://www.theamericanconservative.com/larison/the-starving-children-of-yemen/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/daniel-larison
http://www.theamericanconservative.com/larison/the-starving-children-of-yemen/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/daniel-larison
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

