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The Refugee Crisis in Greece’s Samos Island: Open
Doors Now Open!
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On Thursday 22 November 2018 Open Doors opened its doors! It is proving to be all that we
hoped for. It is not simply that the grocery store has almost sold out after just a few days
but it has been the enthusiasm and happiness of the people coming to the shop which has
brought us the greatest pleasure.

The fact that we supply quality foods at the cheapest price is clearly crucial. Refugees, local
Greeks and the few tourists still around all remark on our (low) prices. It hardly needs to be
said that for those with little money this is very important.

But it is not just a matter of prices. We stock food from across the Middle East and beyond
which is not available on Samos. It is simply wonderful to see so many of our customers
delighting in the availability of foods which they have not seen since they left their homes.
Whole families come into share this experience and take photographs of themselves by the
shelves with their favourite foodstuffs.

Image on the right: Mohamed (left) from Gaza with Sofiane. Our first customer!

We spent some time considering what we should stock but we knew that we would need
help from the users of the shop. We now have a long list of things we need to order! One
small but important consequence has been  the presence of older refugee women who are
rarely seen in the town centre but who clearly feel comfortable and safe in the shop and
who relish the opportunity of being listened to as they tell us of the items we must try to
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stock.

As many customers have told us the shop is a small oasis of normality and unlike any other
store on the island. They talk of the atmosphere of the shop; its welcome not the least for
their children who are never hassled.

And of course the shop is beautiful; light and cheerful; paintings and photographs on the
walls, plants and flowers. It speaks to dignity, to respect, to humanity, all issues which are
almost absent in the Camp.

These are very early days. None of us have done anything like this before. We are facing
some issues which are completely new to us like how do we cope with the winter storms
that affect the ferries from Athens which carry our supplies? Will our pricing structure meet
our overheads? Can we navigate all the bureaucracy of the Greek system which crushes so
many small businesses? The months preparing for the opening have been well spent and we
feel strong.

Finally, the shop needs to be seen in the context of Samos where the numbers in the camp
have swelled to around 4,000. Where hundreds of refugees have been compelled to buy
their flimsy tents and find a place in the olive trees around the camp. In the last 10 days the
autumn rains  have arrived.  Already a  shit  hole  of  squalor  the camp has  considerably
worsened as the rains and colder weather take effect. Nothing has been done yet again to
prepare the Camp for the winter. Nothing has been done about the ongoing water and
sanitation problems. Nothing has been done to control the rats and vermin. Nothing has
been done about improving the quality of the food. Against this horror Open Doors is like a
flicker of light – a candle in the wind- which we will nourish with all our effort.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above. Forward this article to your email
lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.
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This article was originally published on the author’s blog site: Samos Chronicles.

All images in this article are from Samos Chronicles

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Chris Jones, Global Research, 2018

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Chris Jones

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://samoschronicles.wordpress.com/2018/11/26/open-doors-now-open/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/chris-jones
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/chris-jones
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

