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In these uncertain, crazy, polarizing and scary times we live in, one thing I think everyone
can agree on is this: if viewed as a single macro-organism, humanity has fallen ill. There has
been a sickness—a type of madness—existing deep within the soul of humanity that for
many years has been infecting the global body politic that, instead of continuing to hide in
the shadows, is now becoming glaringly and undeniably obvious. Current political events are
the  manifestation  of  a  deeper  process  that  has  been brewing  in  the  cauldron  of  the
collective unconscious of humanity for many years, maybe even from the beginning of our
appearance on this planet.

With the ascension of Donald Trump onto the highest throne of political power on planet
earth, some of us might feel that the sickness is finally going to be called out, illumined and
healed, while others feel that Trump and his administration are themselves the current
purveyors,  lineage holders and embodiments of  the sickness.  Either way, the fact that
humanity  is  not  well—afflicted with  some sort  of  disorder—is  something I  think  we can all
agree upon; this might be a good starting point for our inquiry. The obvious question: What
is the nature of this deeper sickness that is pulsing through the veins of humanity?

In contemplating this very question, philosopher John McMurtry, author of the brilliant book
The Cancer Stage of Capitalism, refers to the “Great Sickness” that pervades our modern
day capitalist system as having all of the hallmark qualities of cancer. He is pointing out that
the diagnosis of cancer precisely maps onto a macro-analysis of our current body politic,
which is to say that what is happening collectively in our world can be recognized to be a
form of cancer.

Professor McMurtry is taking a whole systems approach as he analyzes what is happening in
our world from a meta-perspective; he is pointing at the deeper fundamental process that
connects, informs and gives shape to the events that are happening in our world today.
Without taking sides, I will simply be contemplating the nature of this deeper pathology, and
will  leave it  to  the reader to recognize how this  might help make sense of  the ever-
amplifying contagious madness that is playing out in our current political and psycho-social
landscape.

The Public Sector

In diagnosing our global disorder as being cancerous, Professor McMurtry is not speaking
metaphorically,  but  rather,  is  offering  an  explanatory  model.  What  other  disease
exponentially metastasizes so as to increasingly capture the resources of the life-host it is
invading so as to foster its own proliferation? It is as if cancer, a disease that typically
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happens within an individual body has changed channels and is materializing in, as and
through the global body politic.

If  humanity  and  the  biosphere  as  a  whole  and  are  seen  as  a  single  organism,  this
carcinogenic  seeming-entity[1]  continually  degrades  our  social  and  natural  life-support
systems, depredating the productive life of societies at every level, while it itself is devoid of
any  productive  life-function,  other  than  to  create  ever-more  wealth  for  the  already
unthinkably wealthy – a process that McMurtry describes as “incarnate evil.”

The cancer sponsors a never-ending attack on the public sector, which it is continually trying
to defund, dismantle and privatize. Public treasuries are hollowed out on all levels, which
generate the direct blood flow to the cancer system. The carcinogenic agent pollutes, strips,
depletes and despoils the earth ever more deeply and widely at every level, all the while
accepting  no  accountability.  It  expropriates  and  re-channels  revenues  that  should  be
devoted to people’s  life-sustenance to feed its  own private financial  circuits  at  every turn.
The cancer infiltrates and subjugates more and more public resources to privatize them so
as to financialize them, i.e., turning them into money. And one thing we can be sure about:
most of us—in modern parlance, the 99%—are not the ones seeing this money.

Public money is continually injected to sustain
the carcinogenic circuits, funds that are not only taken out of citizens’ lives—now and in the
future—but are being myopically extracted from the lives of the yet-to-be-born. As the
system collapses, the financial liabilities are transferred to taxpayers to hold as their debts
or toxic assets. In an inversion typical of abusive family systems, blame is placed on the
victims, who are accused of, for example, “spending beyond their means.” The more the
cancer invades the host and metastasizes, the more public money is allocated to its growth
to further the ever-deepening downward spiral, feeding what McMurtry calls the “publicly
subsidized transnational oligopoly.”

To put it simply: The entire carcinogenic process is financed by and paid for by the public.
To the extent that we are unaware of the cancer and think and act as if everything is
normal, we are buying into and colluding with its growth. Recognizing our complicity is a
crucial step in accessing our power to stop being part of the problem and start becoming
part of the solution.

Immune System

The key to succumbing to cancer is the immune-system’s failure to recognize and respond
to the rogue code of what is attacking it. McMurtry writes that “the ultimate problem is that
the disorder has not been recognized for what it is.”[2] Without recognizing what McMurtry
also calls “the great disorder,” we remain lost in its symptoms, distracted from the root of
the problem, as the pathology endlessly deepens. When what attacks an organism is not
recognized, a malignant system mutation has occurred. We always know that a civilization is
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breaking down when it excludes recognition of and social response to its own degenerate
trends.

The carcinogenic invasive agent avoids detection, as it suppresses, disables and eventually
hijacks the immune system of the host. The disease incessantly attacks all systems and
institutions that can successfully overcome it. When the social immune system recognizes
the invasive element and corrective feedback loops begin to respond to the disorder, they
are invariably targeted, invaded and diverted to feed the pathology, deepening the global
disorder rather than resolving it. The fact that the immune system is compromised to the
point that the disease isn’t even recognized is showing us that one of the fundamental
channels of the cancer’s operations is the human psyche.

Official  policies  keep  feeding  the  metastasizing  cancer,  even  while  the  system  is  in  the
process of bankrupting (i.e., killing) itself, which is the tell-tale sign of life-host capture by
the carcinogen. In a financial and corporate global coup d’etat, the ravenous appetite of the
financial juggernaut (Matt Taibbi’s infamous and aptly named “vampire squid”) continually
subjugates  governments  and the  rule  of  law to  protect  itself  from any accountability.
Individuals, political movements and institutions can unwittingly become mere instruments
of these deeper, more powerful forces. Like a body’s immune system being co-opted and
turned into an accomplice of the very disease that it is supposed to monitor, instead of
governments and courts reining in the carcinogenic invader, they have become its primary
enforcers, paralyzed and subsumed by the disease. Though taken over to a large degree,
our judiciary is still slightly independent, which is one of the few remaining safeguards left
against full takeover by the cancer.

Cancer usually exists long before it is diagnosed; the current outbreak has been a long time
coming. This carcinogenic process can take many years to bypass the organism’s (be it a
person or a society’s) immune system. The cancer spreads not only without any regulators
to stop it, but with continual deregulation of the rules that could potentially stop it; it makes
sure to remove all existing defenses against it. This points to the fact that the forces behind
deregulation—be they Big Oil,  the financial  industry,  the military-industrial  complex or any
number of other private interests—are all facets of the disease.

The Greatest Epidemic Sickness Known To Humanity

Whereas McMurtry refers to the great sickness, scholar Jack Forbes, author of Columbus and
Other Cannibals, refers to “the greatest epidemic sickness known to humanity” – what the
Native  Americans  call  wetiko  disease.  Wetiko  can  be  conceived  of  as  an  immaterial,
formless cancer of the human psyche, as the psyche is both its source as well  as the
medium through which the disorder covertly operates and propagates itself throughout the
human family. Working through the projective tendencies of our minds, wetiko hides itself
from  being  seen—thereby  disabling  our  cognitive  immune  system—by  distorting  our
perception of the world, ourselves and our place in it so as to act itself out through us while
simultaneously rendering itself invisible (Inspired by Forbes’ work on wetiko, I have written a
book on the subject – Dispelling Wetiko: Breaking the Curse of Evil).

Analogous to McMurtry’s great sickness, those taken over by wetiko consume the life force
of others, both human and nonhuman, for private purpose or profit, and do so without giving
back anything of real value from their own lives. By whatever name we call it, McMurtry and
Forbes are both pointing at what seem to be interrelated aspects of the same deeper
underlying  sickness.  As  best  as  I  can  tell,  McMurtry’s  great  sickness  is  a  full-bodied,
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incarnate manifestation of  wetiko acting itself  out in the social,  political  and economic
realms. In other words, McMurtry’s cancer appears to be an expression and creation of a
wetiko-ized collective psyche writ large on the world stage. As I wrote in Dispelling Wetiko,
“The corruption in the global financial system is one of the most rapid vectors and pathways
through which the ravenous virus of wetiko is wreaking havoc, propagating itself and going
pandemic in our world.”[3]

An inner psycho-spiritual disease of the soul, wetiko explicates itself through the medium of
the external world. It has the amazing ability to transcend the seeming boundary between
the  inner  and  outer  worlds  so  as  to  reveal  itself  through  its  manifestations—such  as
McMurtry’s  great  sickness—in  the  external  world.  Wetiko  nonlocally[4]  informs,  configures
and gives shape to events in the outside world so as to express itself in full-bodied form,
while at the same time synchronistically revealing what is going on deep within the psyche
(which  is  its  ultimate  source).  This  is  reminiscent  of  and precisely  isomorphic  to  how
unconscious, unhealed abuse gets compulsively re-enacted and literally and symbolically
played out—in full-bodied form—in our lives.

To quote the great doctor of the soul C. G. Jung, (image left) “A
political  situation is the manifestation of a parallel  psychological  problem in millions of
individuals. This problem is largely unconscious (which makes it a particularly dangerous
one).”[5] If we don’t realize that our current world crisis has its roots within, and is an
externalized expression of the human psyche (what Jung calls “the World Power that vastly
exceeds all  other  powers  on earth”[6]),  then,  as  if  having a  recurring dream, we are
fated—doomed—to  unconsciously,  compulsively  and  repeatedly  re-create  endless
destruction  in  more  and  more  amplified  form.  Our  waking  dream will  then  be  destined  to
continue with ever-alarming intensity, becoming a nightmare until we receive its message
and take appropriate action.

Totalitarianism

By whatever name we call it, this cancer of the psyche induces what Sci-Fi author Philip K.
Dick refers to as a “negative hallucination” – i.e., instead of seeing what’s not there, as if
suffering  from  a  form  of  blindness,  we  can’t  see  what  is  there.  Interestingly,  the  wetiko
carcinogen is a form of psychic blindness that believes itself to not only be sighted, but
fancies itself to be more sighted than those who are actually seeing clearly.

The cancer can also be likened to an “anti-information virus,” in that not only does it block
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the reception of information, it substitutes false information for the real thing. Whether it’s
fake news, alternative facts, mainstream media propaganda or our government’s lies, it is
getting increasingly harder in this Orwellian world of ours to discern what is in fact actually
happening. It is noteworthy that according to Buddhism, lying is the origin of all evil.

McMurtry writes, “This collapse of the distinction between truth and fiction opens the way to
totalitarian occupation of consciousness.”[7] Instead of occupying national territories, the
cancer  and  its  tumors  occupy  and  feed  off  of  public  consciousness.  As  political  theorist
Hannah  Arendt  pointed  out  long  ago,  the  big  lie  (what  McMurtry  refers  to  as  the
omnipervasive lie)—the most notorious characteristic of totalitarianism—takes hold when
the line between fact and fiction becomes overridden as a matter of normalized routine. This
is why totalitarian regimes depend on keeping knowledge and free public discourse silenced
and repressed. As soon as enough people start seeing through the lies, recognize what is in
fact actually happening and are able to creatively transmit their lucidity to others, the
collective spell is broken.

Jung, though obviously not familiar with either McMurtry’s or Forbes’ work, referred to a
similar idea by the phrase “totalitarian psychosis.” Unless we are lost in denial, it is clear
that we are living at a time in which totalitarian forms have re-emerged onto the political
landscape. Fascism is the result of corporate economic power merging with the political
power of the state. It takes willful blindness to not see the parallels between the rise of
fascism  and  our  current  political  nightmare.  This  marriage  of  wealth  and  power  can
transform a democracy into a totalitarian state.

Arendt warns us in her classic study The Origins of Totalitarianism, that totalitarianism is “an
ever-present  danger”  grounded  in  “the  endless  process  of  capital  and  power
accumulation”[8] – a process, it is worth noting, very much at work in today’s world. She
was keenly aware that a culture of fear, the dismantling of civil and political rights, the
projection of the shadow onto an other (a process that Jung simply calls “the lie”), the
ongoing militarization of society, the centralization of power and control,  the relentless
attacks on labor, an obsession with national security, human rights abuses, the emergence
of a police state, ever-increasing surveillance, a deeply rooted racism, and the attempts by
demagogues to undermine education so as to dumb down the citizenry—all happening in
America today—are characteristics of a society trending towards fascism.

Money

The  built-in,  unquestioned  highest  value  of  our  capitalist  system  is  money-value,  as
compared to and distinct from life-value, which is to say our economic system values profits
over everything else, including living beings and the environment. Pope Francis himself
points this out, when he says that in the prevailing ethos of our current system, “money is
more important than people.”[9] Our value system is a modern day version of worshipping
the Golden Calf.  In  a  recent  interview,  ex-head of  ExxonMobil  and recently  appointed
Secretary of State (the highest diplomatic position in our country) Rex Tillerson, when asked
about his philosophy, stated simply,

“My philosophy is to make money.”
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To quote one of the major inspirations for this line
of thinking, Nobel Prize winning economist Milton Friedman (image right), “The one and only
responsibility of business is to make as much money for stockholders as possible.” Turning
money  into  more  money  becomes  an  end  in  itself  (a  pathology  that  Aristotle  called
chremastatik),  justified  by  any  means  possible.  According  to  Friedman,  “the  only
responsibility of business is to maximize profits, regardless of the social and environmental
costs.” Subscribing to the same logic, billionaire George Soros unabashedly proclaims, “As a
market participant, I don’t need to be concerned with the consequences of my actions.”

From  this  point  of  view,  it  makes  no  difference  if  the  cost  of  doing  business  is  wrecking
economies,  making people homeless,  dispossessing formerly  sovereign governments or
destroying  the  environment.  These  perspectives  sound  like  the  textbook  definition  of
psychopathy  –  deliberate  and  willful  disregard  of  the  impact  of  one’s  actions  on  the
wellbeing of others. According to the prevailing logic of our current capitalist system, it is a
rational  imperative  to  maximize  one’s  private  interests  in  money-value  terms  at  the
expense of everything else.

The corollary  to  this  is  that  it  is  good and justifiable  to  override  all  public  protections  and
regulations  which  are  barriers  to  optimizing  one’s  profits.  From  this  perspective,  for
example,  environmentalism obstructs  business,  as  it  gets  in  the  way  of  corporations’
“opportunity  to  profit.”  The  insanity  of  the  underlying  logic  which  drives  this  system  is
revealed when we extrapolate what would—and is—happening over time when the system
is followed to its logical conclusion. A Native American prophecy comes to mind: “When the
last tree has been cut down, the last fish caught, the last river poisoned, only then will we
realize that one cannot eat money.”

Cancer grows at the expense of the life-host, which over time experiences more of its life-
supporting systems melting down. Over time this carcinogenic entity requires ever-more
resources from the life-host in order to continue spreading. The meta-program of the cancer
system is structured to relentlessly consume and despoil without end. Insatiable, the cancer
is never satisfied; enough is never enough. The cancer always wants more, which is to say it
becomes addicted to ever-increasing growth and never-ending consumption as an end in
itself.  The disease exhibits what social activist Naomi Klein calls “the junkie’s logic” – 
“where is the next fix?”

The disease insidiously eats sovereign governments and the life of societies from within. In
an interview, McMurtry points out that “de-regulated corporate globalization is eating the
world alive.” Unless the illness is accurately diagnosed and properly treated, the prognosis
is always fatal.

In creating an economic system that has to keep making more money, at a certain point the
system develops a seeming autonomy such that it is has no choice—i.e., is forced—to do as

http://www.globalresearch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/miltonfriedman.png


| 7

programmed.  We  have  then  unwittingly  tapped  into  supra-human  forces—the  Bible’s
“powers and principalities”—which, as if having life of its own, can become, Golem-like, an
irremediable, out-of-control Frankenstein monster. We—even those lucky among us who
seem to be the winners (the 1%)—become captives of this force that’s got us all by the
throats. The ones who are the most amply compensated by this pathological system are,
except in the rarest of cases, the least free of all.  The rulers and financiers of this system
are themselves mere puppets in the clutches of these far more powerful archetypal forces.

“Genocide,” McMurtry writes, is the “leading edge of the cancer system.”[10] He points out
that the disease “is mass-homicidal by its nature.”[11] A living death sentence, it is a self-
devouring operating system, ultimately destroying everything within its sphere of influence,
including itself. It should be noted that there is no counter-evidence to the cancer diagnosis,
only denial, blindness and ignorance.

Like a parasite  that  tricks its  host,  the cancer  has to  deceive the host  organism into
believing that the intruder is actually a healthy part of the body politic that needs to be
supported, nurtured and taken care of. In a reversal of meaning that creates a cognitive
dissonance within our minds, the carcinogenic invasions are always portrayed to be in the
name of freedom and against terror. In the process, however, human rights are overridden,
social programs stripped, taxes on the rich reduced, financial fraud multiplied, endless wars
of aggression to capture resources for private corporations are increased, and ever-more
terrorists are created. Our air, soil, forests and water cumulatively degrade, the climate
destabilizes, more species become extinct by the day, economic inequality increases, the
forces of fascism grow and every life-system on the planet is pushed into further decline,
with no evident action but more “war against the terrorists.”

This systemic devastation of all  life-support systems on our planet is without historical
precedent. This is to say that the cancer that McMurtry is pointing at presents a greater
danger than any prior threat to the human species in all  of our history. This is not an
exaggeration or being overly alarmist, paranoid or conspiratorial, but rather, is an open-
eyed, sober assessment of our current situation, supported by ever-increasing data. Jung
writes, “Everything could be left undisturbed did not the new way demand to be discovered,
and did it not visit humanity with all the plagues of Egypt until it finally is discovered.”[12]

Vampire

It is important to differentiate between the lifeblood of society from the cancerous money-
sequencing that consumes it. The unchallenged predatory capitalism practiced in our world
today is a modern form of the vampire, feeding on the soul of living humanity. To quote the
great healer Wilhelm Reich, “Fascism is the vampire leeched to the body of the living, the
impulse to murder given free rein.”[13]

This cancerous, vampiric entity is neither alive nor dead, but exists in an intermediate state
between existence and non-existence. It is death taking living form so as to take life. It is
not  human  in  nature,  but  rather,  is  machine-like—inhuman—in  its  operations.  People
sufficiently taken over become efficient zombie-like automatons, cogs in the wheel of “the
machine,” programmed to unthinkingly serve the state. They become conditioned to react
to certain stimuli like a reflex, with no creativity, free thinking or self-reflection programmed
in.  This  inhuman economic  machine  is  potentially  enlisting  us  into  the  destruction  of
everything that we love. Amoral and indifferent to life, this carcinogenic entity has no soul or
conscience. It cannot feel guilt or shame; it is propelled by a single imperative – it seeks
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only to replicate itself.

It is noteworthy that the system’s response to the disease is a call for “more growth,” which
demands  ever-more  public  resources  to  feed  the  very  pathological  dynamic  which  is
animating the disease in the first place. To quote McMurtry, “the programme is insane to the
extent  that  it  seeks  always  to  resolve  the  problems  it  causes  by  more  pervasive
implementation of the economic policies that generate them.”[14] This sounds like trauma,
where our reaction to the trauma creates more of the very trauma to which we are reacting
in a self-generated feedback loop. McMurtry’s point should be highlighted – the underlying
program that structures how we do business with each other is insane.

The cancer’s modes of advance operate like a subtle and brilliant military tactician – when
one  route  of  its  resource  hijacking  invasion  is  blocked,  like  a  multi-headed  hydra,  it
opportunistically switches to an alternative one.  Societies so invaded lay pillaged as if
subjugated and held captive by a foreign occupying army. To extend the military metaphor
even further, people or countries who don’t buy into the cancerous system run the risk of
being coerced into compliance by overwhelming force.

In societies where the disease is deeply entrenched, individual people have fewer and fewer
rights relative to multinational corporations and their investors, which ironically, are now
recognized as “persons” under  the law.  And yet,  these corporate entities  have supra-
personal  rights,  employing  teams of  lawyers  backed by  nearly  limitless  wealth  set  to
overrun all real persons, which is to say that only the rights of the supranational “investors”
are protected. To the extent that governments are infected by the disease is to the extent
they are typically only concerned with reassuring financial markets and foreign investors at
the expense of everything—and everyone—else.

More and more analyses have recognized that something is undeniably amiss in our world,
but it is rare to see an analysis that searches for the common cause. McMurtry writes that
no analysis  “connects the degenerate trends across ecological,  social  and organic life-
support  systems,  nor  defines  the  underlying  disorder  driving  them.”[15]  A  second-order
meta-understanding of the underlying disease is lacking. If the pathways of metastases are
seen at all, it is in isolation without a connective whole systems diagnosis. For example,
“planetary ecological crisis, growing inequality, greed of the 1%,” are all important aspects
of the underlying disorder, but few analyses connect the dots back to the underlying source.

Speaking about “the underlying common cause of the world’s greatest cause of disease and
death,” McMurtry writes that it “remains blinkered out.”[16] It is as if the disease itself
sponsors a taboo against recognizing, thinking or talking about it. The disease occludes us in
such a way that our occlusion becomes habitual and self-perpetuating, the result being that
we can’t even tell we are occluded.

Over time the systemic disorder becomes normalized (even praiseworthy), considered to be
just the way things are. The life-blind logic of the reigning economic model remains un-
decoded – the inner logic is presupposed and not reflected upon. A system contaminated by
the  disease  loses  the  ability  to  recognize  its  own  disordered  state,  a  blindness  that
continually feeds the disease’s genesis.

The  disorder’s  ill-logic,  to  quote  McMurtry  “is  a  closed  and  unfalsifiable  belief  system”
steeped in magical thinking, what he refers to as “an infallibilist circle of meaning.”[17]
People bound by the disease will  be unwittingly conditioned to attack, with group-mind
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certitude, whatever exposes their self-hypnotic delusion; McMurtry sometimes refers to this
disease as “the great delusion.” Self-referential in nature, the ruling principle of the cancer
system is “life-blind” – it can’t think itself through, which is to say that it is blind to its life-
destructive consequences. As this mind-lock spreads, a collective psychic epidemic such as
we see today is the result – what McMurtry calls “a kind of collective delirium in which the
mind is submerged as in a dream.”[18] In captivating the mind into a closed, self-limiting
and insular form of thinking, the disorder cultivates an inability to even imagine how things
could be different, dispelling any remaining faith that real positive systemic change is even
possible. The disease cannot correct itself; it needs outside intervention – this is where we
come in.

Human T-Cells

In describing the impact that this systemic cancer is having on us, words such as insanity,
psychosis, delusion, denial, deception, blindness, unawareness, lack of recognition, belief
systems steeped in magical thinking, distortion of our perceptions, programming, negative
hallucinations, anti-information viruses, brainwashing and hypnotic spells are used. The one
thing that all of these phrases have in common is that they all point to processes that are
taking place in consciousness itself, which is the source and fundamental arena in and
through which the great sickness covertly operates. This is to say that the cancer cannot
simply be legislated out of existence by the stroke of a lawmaker’s pen.

Not  recognizing  the  cancer  nourishes  it;  the  disease  feeds  off  of  our  unawareness  of  it.
Turning a blind-eye towards the cancer is how we become complicit in our own genocide.
Being that the cancer promotes—and is an expression of—our blindness, its antidote and
cure involves healing our blindness – i.e., seeing the cancer. Becoming conscious of the
cancer—recognizing  how  it  operates,  both  in  the  outside  world  as  well  as  via  the
unconscious  reactions  within  our  own  minds—takes  away  its  food,  and  ultimately,  its
seeming power over us. In other words, seeing the cancer changes it, as well as ourselves. It
is the very light of consciousness itself seeing the cancer that provides the radiant healing
force that begins to dissolve the disease.

The cancer—a modern day plague of Egypt—is demanding that we recognize it, or we will
perish. Recognizing the cancer is the crucial first step that opens up the door for potentially
healing the disease. Merely recognizing the disease that is threatening us isn’t enough,
however; we have to activate our collective immune system’s response in the world. Seeing
without action is a partial and incomplete response. These two avenues – recognizing the
cancer (an inner process) and taking action (an outer process) are not separate, but rather,
are complementary and necessary aspects of a whole systems response.[19]

To extend the cancer metaphor one step further, once we recognize the threat that disease
poses,  our  realization deputizes us  to  become active agents  of  the collective immune
system’s response. When a living body is invaded by cancer it sends out “killer T-cells”
which isolate, surround and dismantle the pathogen. As if stepping into a role that evolution
has been preparing us for from time immemorial, we are being asked to become living
human T-cells—anti-psychotic  agents—in the greater  body politic  of  humanity.  As anti-
cancer T-cells, we can come together so as to create the necessary external structures to
contain  the  carcinogen,  keeping  it  from  going  rogue  and  becoming  out  of  control.
Connecting with each other through our shared lucidity, we can collaboratively help each
other to stabilize and deepen our mutual awakening. How this would look in our collective
body politic as we wake up together we can only imagine.
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Quantum Healing

Placing this inquiry into a scientific context,  quantum physics,  widely considered to be the
crowning jewel of the sciences, has revealed that every event in the physical world has at
bottom an immaterial source that is synergistically entangled with our psyches.[20] Part of
seeing how the cancer operates in the outside world is to recognize that this seemingly
external  cancer is  co-extensive with and reflective of  shadow dynamics that are operating
deep within our own psyches.

As if presciently speaking about today’s world, Jung writes, “the powers of darkness are
coming up.”[21] The destructive cancerous forces that we see at work in our world today
are—just  like  a  dream—a  symbolic  outer  reflection  of  the  darkness  of  the  unconscious
emerging within us. Psychologically speaking, when we don’t recognize and consciously
relate to manifestations of the unconscious psyche, we are unwittingly ensuring that these
contents will shape our destiny and constellate negatively, i.e., get acted out externally in
destructive ways. It is as if we, as a species, have collectively dreamed up our unconscious
process into full-bodied materialization on the world stage so as to—in true quantum style,
potentially—awaken to the part of ourselves that has been in the dark.

This is to say that the cancer is a revelation of something within us. The cancer is not an
independently  existing,  objective  entity  that  is  attacking  us  from outside  of  ourselves
(however convincingly this seems to be the case); to think this way (a thought-form inspired
by the cancer), is to cultivate fear and a sense of victimization, which simply feeds the
disease. Not separate from us in one iota, the cancer is an expression of an unknown part of
ourselves that is announcing itself to us in projected form – via our psyche’s influence and
connection to the outside world.

Like a quantum entity, how the cancer manifests—taking us down or waking us up—is a
function of our observation, i.e., it depends upon whether or not we recognize what it is
revealing to us about ourselves.

Quantum physics has discovered that the physical world—what physicists used to think of as
the “real” world—is in actuality a lower-level projection of a higher-dimensional reality. Just
as in the parable of Plato’s cave, if we don’t recognize the deeper process that is informing
all of the myriad crises in our world, we will have mistaken the shadows on the wall for the
substance, without noticing the more fundamental reality—in our case, the cancer—that is
casting the shadows in the first place. We will then be dealing with mere symptoms instead
of the deeper cause.

Jung writes, “When we look at human history, we see only what happens on the surface….
But what has really been happening eludes the inquiring eye of the historian, for the true
historical event lies deeply buried, experienced by all and observed by none. It is the most
private and most subjective of psychic experiences.”[22] When we look beneath what is
happening on the surface and realize “the true historical event,” we can see the deeper
disorder that is embodying itself through multiple channels in our world – including our own
psyche. This realization is itself an expansion of consciousness, which is the very quantum
up-leveling that creates the causes and conditions for the cancer to begin to heal.

To quote McMurtry, “Once the blinkers of the reigning paradigm are shed [and we see the
cancer], the bars of the invisible prison fall.”[23] This is to say that when we recognize the
cancer, the stage is set for the disease to start dissolving back into its empty nature – as if it
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never actually  existed in  the first  place.  We can then potentially  discover  our  true nature,
which we have never been separate from for a single moment. The purity of our true
nature—who we actually are—has always been with us and has never been imprisoned,
tainted or diseased. Once we realize this, our life-force energy that was continually getting
unconsciously sucked into feeding the cancerous black hole can then be re-circulated into
nourishing the creative spirit within us, enabling us to create a world more in alignment with
our true nature as interconnected beings who depend upon each other for our well-being.

Once this realization occurs, the cancer shows its other—and hidden—face: because we
would not have woken up without the cancer’s help, it can be recognized to be the very
catalyst  for  the evolution of  our species.  It  is  as if  concealed and encoded within the
seeming poison of the cancer is the necessary ingredient that spurs the dynamics of our
individual and collective individuation. This brings to mind Goethe’s masterpiece Faust, in
which Faust asks Mephistopheles (who represents the devil – in our case, symbolizing the
evil of cancer) who he is, and Mephistopheles replies that he is the “part of that force which
would do evil, yet forever works the good.” From this point of view, it is as if the cancer is an
instrument of a higher intelligence whose purpose is to connect us with a sacred, creative
and healing source within ourselves.

How amazing: the very cancer that is potentially killing us is teaching us how to heal it – and
as an added bonus is waking us up in the process.

A  pioneer  in  the  field  of  spiritual  emergence,  Paul  Levy  is  a  wounded  healer  in  private
practice, assisting others who are also awakening to the dreamlike nature of reality. He is
the author of Awakened by Darkness: When Evil  Becomes Your Father (Awaken in the
Dream Publishing, 2015), Dispelling Wetiko: Breaking the Curse of Evil (North Atlantic Books,
2013)  and  The  Madness  of  George  W.  Bush:  A  Reflection  of  Our  Collective  Psychosis
(Authorhouse, 2006). He is the founder of the “Awakening in the Dream Community” in
Portland, Oregon. An artist, he is deeply steeped in the work of C. G. Jung, and has been a
Tibetan Buddhist practitioner for over thirty years. He is the coordinator for the Portland
PadmaSambhava Buddhist Center. Please visit Paul’s website www.awakeninthedream.com.
You can contact Paul at paul@awakeninthedream.com; he looks forward to your reflections.

Notes

[1] I choose my words carefully. I write “seeming-entity” because although we subjectively
experience the carcinogenic agent as if it is an actual entity outside of us, ultimately (as I
point out in my book Dispelling Wetiko), it has no independent, objective existence separate
from our own consciousness. The mystery is that although this entity doesn’t objectively
exist, it can potentially destroy our species. This points to the incredible untapped creative
(or destructive) power that exists within our unconscious.

[2] McMurtry, The Cancer Stage of Capitalism, p. 4.

[3] Levy, Dispelling Wetiko: Breaking the Curse of Evil, p. 228.

[4] A physics term that, in layman’s terms, refers to not being bound by the typical rules of
third-dimensional space and time.
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[5] Jung, Letters, vol. 1, p. 535.

[6] Jung, Civilization in Transition, CW 10, para. 471.

[7] McMurtry, Value Wars, p. 88.

[8] Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism (London: George Allen and Unwin, 1955).

[9] Vatican Radio, June 2, 2013.

[10] McMurtry, The Cancer Stage of Capitalism, p. 24.

[11] Ibid., p. 48.

[12] Jung, The Development of Personality, CW 17, para. 323.

[13] Reich, The Mass Psychology of Fascism (New York: Noonday Press, 1970), xvii.

[14] McMurtry, The Cancer Stage of Capitalism, p. 108.

[15] Ibid., 10.

[16] Ibid., 34.

[17] Ibid., 80.

[18] Ibid., 91.

[19] I call this sacred form of activism “Spiritually-Informed Political Activism.”

[20] I have just written a new book about this, titled The Quantum Revelation: A Modern-Day
Spiritual Treasure.

[21] Jung, Nietzsche’s Zarathustra, vol. 1, p. 500.

[22] Jung, Civilization in Transition, CW 10, para. 315.

[23] McMurtry, The Cancer Stage of Capitalism, p. 20.
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