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The Prison Gates Swing Open for US Peace Activists
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Kathy Kelly is just out of prison, where she’d been sent for nonviolently opposing drone
murders.

An appeals court has just overturned convictions for Megan Rice, Michael Walli and Gregory
Boertje-Obed, imprisoned for entering and protesting a nuclear weapons site at Oak Ridge,
Tenn.,  three years ago.  Resentencing on lesser charges,  and quite possibly immediate
release, is expected.

Amazingly, the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals ruled 2-1 that the government failed to prove
that the activists intended to “injure the national defense.” (Maybe Venezuela, accused by
President Obama of being a threat to the same, should appeal to the Sixth Circuit!)

The U.S.  government has just dropped charges against eight members of  the National
Campaign  for  Nonviolent  Resistance  who  nonviolently  protested  the  U.S.  military’s
environmental destruction with a march from the EPA to the Pentagon this past Earth Day.

“It can only be speculated why the charges were dismissed,” said NCNR. “The eight activists
were charged with ‘Failure to Comply With a Lawful Order’ and were scheduled to appear for
trial on June 4 at the U.S. District Court in Alexandria, VA. The group was well prepared to
challenge the charge and to speak some truth to power in the courtroom. Perhaps the U.S.
attorney recognized that  the defendants  at  the Pentagon were simply  exercising their
constitutionally-protected  right  to  speak  out  against  our  government’s  wrong-headed
policies. Or possibly he agreed with the defendants’ messages.”

In recent months there have been absurd indictments and sentences. But there have also
been surprising acquittals and the dismissal of charges.

Freedom isn’t free, it’s won by continued protests of wars.

Now to free all the other prisoners!

John Kiriakou, just out of prison, writes about his experience here.
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