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Coincidence … Or Something More?

On June 22-23, 2001 – some 3 months before 9/11, and 4 months before the Anthrax attacks
– the U.S. military held a senior-level war game at Andrews Air Force Base called Dark
Winter.

The scenario of this bio-terrorism drill was designed to simulate a smallpox attack in three
states.  Numerous  congressmen,  former  CIA  director  James  Woolsey,  New  York  Times
reporter Judith Miller (who pushed the Iraq WMD myth, as well as the false link between Iraq
and  the  Anthrax  attacks),  and  anti-terror  official  Jerome  Hauer  all  participated  in  the
exercise.

As a part of this war game, scripted TV news clips were made to help make this drill as
realistic as possible.

At the end of one of these clips, the reporter says:

Iraq might have provided the technology behind the attacks to terrorist groups
based in Afghanistan.

Why is this interesting?

Because U.S. officials intentionally linked Iraq to Al Qaeda and 9/11 to justify the Iraq war,
even though they knew there was no such connection. (The claim that Iraq is linked to 9/11
has  since  been  debunked  by  the  9/11  Commission,  top  government  officials,  and  even  –
long after they alleged such a link – Bush and Cheney themselves.)

Indeed, Dark Winter participant Woolsey – the former CIA director – swore in court testimony
that Saddam Hussein was connected to 9/11.

Similarly, the government tried to falsely blame the anthrax attacks on Iraq as a justification
for war:

When Congress was originally asked to pass the Patriot Act in late 2001, the
anthrax attacks which occurred only weeks earlier were falsely blamed on
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spooky Arabs as a way to scare Congress members into approving the bill.
Specifically:

The FBI was actually told to blame Anthrax scare on Al Qaeda by
White House officials

High-level government insiders pointed towards Iraq as the source
of the anthrax, even though there was absolutely no reason to think
that the anthrax had come from Iraq

And see this.

Dark Winter participants Judith Miller – the New York Times reporter who had long hyped
bioterror threats through books and articles – and CIA head Woolsey were two of the loudest
voices blaming the Anthrax attacks on Iraq.

Woolsey was an outspoken proponent of war against Iraq even before 9/11.

Moreover,  the parallels between the Dark Winter exercise and the Anthrax attacks are
numerous.  For example, in the Dark Winter exercise:

Anonymous letters are sent to the media

Anonymous letters threatened anthrax attacks on the United States

Iraq and Bin Laden are top suspects

Remember, neoconservatives planned regime change in Iraq 20 years ago (and the U.S. had
already carried out regime change in Iraq in the early 1960s).

It has been extensively documented that the White House decided to invade Iraq before
9/11:

Former CIA director George Tenet said that the White House wanted to invade
Iraq  long before  9/11,  and inserted  “crap”  in  its  justifications  for  invading  Iraq.
Former  Treasury  Secretary  Paul  O’Neill  –  who  sat  on  the  National  Security
Council  – also says that Bush planned the Iraq war before 9/11. Top British
officials  say that  the U.S.  discussed Iraq regime change even before Bush took
office.  And  in  2000,  Cheney  said  a  Bush  administration  might  “have  to  take
military  action  to  forcibly  remove  Saddam  from  power.”  And  see  this.

Cheney  made  Iraqi’s  oil  fields  a  national  security  priority  before  9/11.  And  the
Sunday Herald reported: “Five months before September 11, the US advocated
using force against Iraq … to secure control of its oil.” (remember that Alan
Greenspan, John McCain, George W. Bush, Sarah Palin,  a high-level National
Security Council officer and others all say that the Iraq war was really about oil.)

Here are the other 5 of the scripted news clips from Dark Winter:

http://www.nydailynews.com/news/us_world/2008/08/02/2008-08-02_fbi_was_told_to_blame_anthrax_scare_on_a.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/us_world/2008/08/02/2008-08-02_fbi_was_told_to_blame_anthrax_scare_on_a.html
http://rawstory.com/news/2008/Suicide_raises_questions_about_attempts_to_0801.html
http://rawstory.com/news/2008/Suicide_raises_questions_about_attempts_to_0801.html
http://www.salon.com/2008/08/01/anthrax_2/
http://www.salon.com/2008/08/01/anthrax_2/
http://www.washingtonsblog.com/2013/02/newly-released-memos-of-donald-rumsfeld-prove-knowing-iraq-war.html
http://www.truth-out.org/archive/item/80074:congress-asks-who-misled-the-anthrax-investigation-by-pointing-at-iraq
http://www.truth-out.org/archive/item/80074:congress-asks-who-misled-the-anthrax-investigation-by-pointing-at-iraq
http://www.rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/woolsey_james
http://www.rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/woolsey_james
http://www.washingtonsblog.com/2014/09/review-2001-anthrax-deception.html
http://www.upmchealthsecurity.org/our-work/events/2001_dark-winter/Dark%20Winter%20Script.pdf
http://www.washingtonsblog.com/2011/11/neoconservatives-planned-regime-change-throughout-the-middle-east-and-northern-africa-20-years-ago.html
http://www.washingtonsblog.com/2011/11/neoconservatives-planned-regime-change-throughout-the-middle-east-and-northern-africa-20-years-ago.html
http://www.washingtonsblog.com/2014/09/u-s-already-completed-regime-change-syria-iran-iraq-twice-oil-rich-countries.html
http://crooksandliars.com/karoli/new-documents-show-bush-administration-plan
http://crooksandliars.com/karoli/new-documents-show-bush-administration-plan
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/04/27/AR2007042700550.html?nav=most_emailed
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/04/27/AR2007042700550.html?nav=most_emailed
http://www.cnn.com/2004/ALLPOLITICS/01/10/oneill.bush/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2009/nov/24/iraq-war-chilcot-inquiry
http://www.cato.org/dispatch/10-06-00d.html
http://www.aolnews.com/2011/02/08/donald-rumsfeld-files-reveal-pre-9-11-focus-on-iraq/
http://www.washingtonsblog.com/2008/07/did-cheney-and-the-oil-bigs-plan-the-iraq-war-before-911.html
http://web.archive.org/web/20030402124132/http://www.sundayherald.com/28224
http://web.archive.org/web/20110715222651/http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/article2461214.ece
http://web.archive.org/web/20110715222651/http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/article2461214.ece
http://firstread.msnbc.msn.com/archive/2008/05/02/974014.aspx
http://www.boston.com/news/nation/articles/2005/08/31/bush_gives_new_reason_for_iraq_war/
http://thinkprogress.org/2008/08/31/palin-iraq-is-a-war-for-oil/
http://www.washingtonsblog.com/2008/07/did-cheney-and-the-oil-bigs-plan-the-iraq-war-before-911.html
http://www.washingtonsblog.com/2008/07/did-cheney-and-the-oil-bigs-plan-the-iraq-war-before-911.html


| 3

The original source of this article is Washington's Blog
Copyright © Washington's Blog, Washington's Blog, 2014

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Washington's Blog

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://www.washingtonsblog.com/2014/10/anthrax-dark-winter.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/washington-s-blog
http://www.washingtonsblog.com/2014/10/anthrax-dark-winter.html
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/washington-s-blog
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

