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We all  know how the story goes.  The Golan Heights is  Syrian territory that  has been
occupied by Israel since the 1967 Six-Day War. It was then controversially annexed in 1981,
despite  the  UN  calling  the  efforts  “null”,  “void”  and  “without  international  legal  effect”.
Today it is still internationally and legally recognised as Syrian land, but Israel persists with
its possession.

Of course, such persistence can prove to be quite lucrative when the land is abundant in
resources – especially land as fertile as the Syrian Golan – a generous source of gushing
waters and game changing oil reserves.

In fact, the Golan Heights contributes a quenching one-third of Israel’s entire water supply.
Its catchments leading to the Jordan River and Lake Kinneret – Israel’s main water source –
receive long bouts of heavy rainfall, particularly during the colder months and occasionally
during stormy season in the summer.

But the Golan Heights does more than just fill Israel’s many swimming pools. It also provides
snow for  Israel’s  one  and  only  skiing  destination,  the  Mount  Hermon Ski  Resort.  The
mountain’s peak reaches 9232 feet above sea level and is Syria’s highest point – an altitude
Syrians no longer get to enjoy.

The remunerative resort attracts hundreds of thousands of tourists every year; many of
them, foreigners, who are conveniently unaware of the land’s disputation. For most, the
irony of supporting Israeli tourism on Syrian soil is lost on them.

Then there’s the contentious matter of oil. The Golan Heights has long been speculated to
be sitting on serious amounts of hydrocarbon, and recent discoveries have confirmed these
theories. US company, Genie Energy, along with its Israeli subsidiary, Afek Oil and Gas, are
currently in the process of drilling for what Israel’s Channel 2 headlined as “an amazing
discovery in the Golan Heights”.

An “amazing discovery” it surely is. One that will profoundly benefit Israel for many years to
come, as well as Genie Energy shareholders, Rupert Murdoch, Dick Cheney and Lord Jacob
Rothschild.

And in light of recent discoveries, the government of Netanyahu continues attempts to
annex the Syrian land. The US backs the UN in its polite requests for Israel to comply with
international law, while at the same time, US companies like Genie Energy, use the occupied
land  for  their  own  ventures,  emphasising  the  notion  that  the  Pentagon  is  run  by
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corporations.

Israel’s ‘oasis’ in the desert continues to develop at the expense of Syria and the Syrian
people. And despite international indignation for Israel’s unlawful actions, nothing of any
real substance is done about it. Over the years, this inactivity has encouraged Israel to
presume it is above the law.

But  while  it  may  seem insignificant,  considering  Israel’s  track-record  of  getting  away  with
murder (so to speak), it is important to keep in mind that ‘the gift that keeps on giving’
never actually was one.

The Golan Heights was and still is Syrian territory.
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