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This text was written by Albert Einstein in 1946

I am writing as one who has lived among you in America only a little more than ten years.
And | am writing seriously and warningly. Many readers may ask:

“What right has he to speak about things which concern us alone, and which no newcomer
should touch?”

| do not think such a standpoint is justified. One who has grown up in an environment takes
much for granted. On the other hand, one who has come to this country as a mature person
may have a keen eye for everything peculiar and characteristic. | believe he should speak
out freely on what he sees and feels, for by so doing he may perhaps prove himself useful.

What soon makes the new arrival devoted to this country is the democratic trait among the
people. | am not thinking here so much of the democratic political constitution of this
country, however highly it must be praised. | am thinking of the relationship between
individual people and of the attitude they maintain toward one another.

In the United States everyone feels assured of his worth as an individual. No one humbles
himself before another person or class. Even the great difference in wealth, the superior
power of a few, cannot undermine this healthy self-confidence and natural respect for the
dignity of one’s fellow-man.

There is, however, a somber point in the social outlook of Americans. Their sense of equality
and human dignity is mainly limited to men of white skins. Even among these there are
prejudices of which | as a Jew am clearly conscious; but they are unimportant in comparison
with the attitude of the “Whites” toward their fellow-citizens of darker complexion,
particularly toward Negroes. The more | feel an American, the more this situation pains me. |
can escape the feeling of complicity in it only by speaking out.

Many a sincere person will answer: “Our attitude towards Negroes is the result of
unfavorable experiences which we have had by living side by side with Negroes in this
country. They are not our equals in intelligence, sense of responsibility, reliability.”

| am firmly convinced that whoever believes this suffers from a fatal misconception. Your
ancestors dragged these black people from their homes by force; and in the white man’s
quest for wealth and an easy life they have been ruthlessly suppressed and exploited,
degraded into slavery. The modern prejudice against Negroes is the result of the desire to
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maintain this unworthy condition.

The ancient Greeks also had slaves. They were not Negroes but white men who had been
taken captive in war. There could be no talk of racial differences. And yet Aristotle, one of
the great Greek philosophers, declared slaves inferior beings who were justly subdued and
deprived of their liberty. It is clear that he was enmeshed in a traditional prejudice from
which, despite his extraordinary intellect, he could not free himself.

A large part of our attitude toward things is conditioned by opinions and emotions which we
unconsciously absorb as children from our environment. In other words, it is
tradition—besides inherited aptitudes and qualities—which makes us what we are. We but
rarely reflect how relatively small as compared with the powerful influence of tradition is the
influence of our conscious thought upon our conduct and convictions.

It would be foolish to despise tradition. But with our growing self-consciousness and
increasing intelligence we must begin to control tradition and assume a critical attitude
toward it, if human relations are ever to change for the better. We must try to recognize
what in our accepted tradition is damaging to our fate and dignity—and shape our lives
accordingly.

| believe that whoever tries to think things through honestly will soon recognize how
unworthy and even fatal is the traditional bias against Negroes.

What, however, can the man of good will do to combat this deeply rooted prejudice? He
must have the courage to set an example by word and deed, and must watch lest his
children become influenced by this racial bias.

| do not believe there is a way in which this deeply entrenched evil can be quickly
healed.But until this goal is reached there is no greater satisfaction for a just and well-
meaning person than the knowledge that he has devoted his best energies to the service of
the good cause.

The original source of this article is Planetary Movement
Copyright © Dr. Albert Einstein, Planetary Movement, 2015

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Dr. Albert Einstein

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance

| 2



http://www.planetarymovement.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=949&Itemid=1
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/albert-einstein
http://www.planetarymovement.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=949&Itemid=1
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/albert-einstein
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca

a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

| 3


mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

