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The “Kremlin List” Is a Bullet Aimed at Putin’s Heart

By Dr. Paul Craig Roberts
Global Research, February 02, 2018

Region: Russia and FSU, USA
Theme: Intelligence

The Russian government, media, and public don’t know what to make of the US Treasury’s
“Kremlin  list.”   The  Treasury  list  contains  the  names  of  the  top  echelon  of  Russian
government and business leadership. The Russians understand that the list is unfriendly and
furthers Washington’s policy of worsening the relationship between the two major nuclear
powers, but beyond that the list seems to be a mystery to them.

President Putin has joked that he is disappointed to have been left off the list. Putin was left
off for a reason.  The list is directed at him. 

On January 30, I explained four of the main reasons for the list.   

Here are two more important reasons for the list:

The list is an implicit threat against the business interests of Russian oligarchs,1.
and they understand that.  Reports are that many lobbied Washington to get off
the list.  By suggesting that Washington could curtail the oligarchs’ travel to the
West, seize their Western-based assets, and prevent Americans and Europeans
from doing business with their companies, Washington is telling them to remove
their support from President Putin.  Washington intends to use the Western-
funded NGOs and media in Russia to interfere in the upcoming Russian elections.
Washington does not want Putin to have the smashing victory that is expected. It
is difficult to make a monster out of a person who has higher public support than
any American president in history.
The list is an intended insult to Russia and to President Putin.  As a result of2.
Putin’s low-key response to past provocations, Washington anticipated, correctly,
no  response  from  Putin  to  Washington’s  insult  to  the  entire  political  and
economic  leadership  of  Russia.  The  unanswered  insult  thus  becomes
Washington’s  way  of  displaying  its  hegemony  over  Putin  and  Russia.  

The lack of a meaningful Russian response will encourage more insults and actual sanctions
against Putin’s supporters, which will cause some of them to separate from Putin in order to
protect their own economic and career interests.  In the past Washington has used sanctions
in  efforts  to  deprive  leaders  of  public  support.   With  the  Kremlin  list,  Washington  has
changed its tactics and is targeting the reputations and economic interests of the leadership
class. The list is Washington’s attempt to deprive Putin of the support of the top echelon of
government and business leaders.  The list is a bullet aimed at Putin’s heart.

Consider the audacity of US Treasury Secretary Mnuchin, a person regarded by many as a
devious  financial  gangster  who  did  great  harm  to  many  Americans,  issuing  a  list  that
suggests the US government is going to take some kind of punitive action against the Prime
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Minister of Russia, against the Foreign Minister of Russia, against the Defense Minister of
Russia. 

Such a list is a way of telling Russia that Washington regards Russia as one of Trump’s
“shithole countries.”   The list  tells  Russia that Washington is  never going to take any
consideration of any Russian interest and that Russia will continue to be punished until it
submits to Washington’s hegemony, like the UK, Germany, France,  Scandinavia,  Japan,
Canada, Australia, Italy, Spain, and the rest of the servile Western puppet states. As George
W. Bush declared,

“You are with us or against us.” 

Being with us means you do as you are told.  Russia can either do as she is told or fight. 
Russia has no other choice. 

*

This article was originally published by Paul Craig Roberts Institute for Political Economy.

Featured image is from Madhouse News.

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Dr. Paul Craig Roberts, Global Research, 2018

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Dr. Paul Craig
Roberts About the author:

Paul Craig Roberts, former Assistant Secretary of the
US Treasury and Associate Editor of the Wall Street
Journal, has held numerous university appointments.
He is a frequent contributor to Global Research. Dr.
Roberts can be reached at http://paulcraigroberts.org

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://madhousenews.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/watch-deep-state-fail-putin-laughs-off-kremlin-list.JPG
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/paul-craig-roberts
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/paul-craig-roberts
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/paul-craig-roberts
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca


| 3


