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Statement of Palestinian groups and individuals in the occupied homeland, refugee camps
and the diaspora about the global war on Syria

We are Palestinians and Palestinian organizations that declare our solidarity with the Syrian
people in their historic struggle for survival, now in its fifth year.  We are in a unique position
to understand and appreciate the challenges facing our Syrian brothers and sisters, because
we face the same challenges.

We understand  what  it  means  to  have  our  lands  and  our  property  taken  by  foreign
usurpers.  We understand what it means for millions of our people to be driven out of their
homes and to be unable to return.  We understand what it means for our interests and our
national  rights  to  become the  plaything  of  the  most  powerful  nations  on  earth.   We
understand what it means to suffer and die in defense of our sovereignty and human rights.

We do not pretend to tell Syrians what is right for Syria, just as Syria has respected the
Palestinian right to liberate Palestine since the time of the Nakba.  However, we declare that
the enemies of Syria are the enemies of Palestine, and those who bear arms against the
Syrian people and the Syrian army –  regardless of  their  names and affiliations –  are mere
pawns that serve Israel and its project to divide and control the Arab region.  The people
who abduct, murder and slaughter in Syria are the enemies of the Arab nation, just like
Israel, with which they share goals and criminal nature.

We therefore reject violence and murder against the people and state of Syria, which has
nothing to do with any just demands; rather it merely seeks to destroy the Syrian state.  Any
attack on Syria is an attack on the Arab nation, and a true national opposition is one that
commits  to  its  country’s  principles  and  flies  its  flag,  and  that  doesn’t  receive  orders  from
abroad.

The Palestinian and Syrian struggles are not religious struggles.  We respect a state that
guarantees freedom of religion without preference for any faith over any other. Dividing
Arab  communities  into  conflicting  sects  only  serves  the  Israeli  regime  and  allows  it  to
implement  its  plots  for  the  region.

While  Palestinian  refugees  have  suffered  and  are  suffering  in  many  places,  Syria  has
welcomed them and granted them all the rights of Syrians except the right to vote.  We are
grateful for this policy of brotherhood/sisterhood and can do no less than to reciprocate with
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our solidarity for Syria in its time of greatest need.  It is the least we can do.

The cynical and genocidal policies of NATO and its proxies in the Middle East have as their
main policy to destroy the last remaining independent nations and forces that are not
compromised by complicity with Zionist and imperialist forces. These nations and forces
wish no harm to others, yet their mere existence is intolerable to Zionism and imperialism. 
It is our duty to stand with Syria and all nations and movements that resist the intruders and
seek an independent course and policy for the benefit and interest of our own people and
not to become puppets of foreign powers.

We therefore stand with Syria in its efforts to repel the foreign invaders and the countries
that  are creating,  training,  financing,  arming and supporting the terrorist  groups in  Syria.  
We call  for  the  expulsion  of  these  groups  back  to  their  own countries,  and  for  their
supporters to devote their resources to improving the lives of their own citizens in their own
countries rather than destroying the lives of our citizens in our countries.  Like the alien and
racist Zionist regime, these criminal countries and their leadership must be prosecuted for
war crimes and crimes against humanity for waging illegal wars against sovereign states
and peoples, including Palestine, Libya, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and Yemen.

More than 1000 Palestinians and Palestinian organizations from across the world have
signed this statement, and we now welcome all persons and organizations to add their
names. Follow this link,  Thank you for your support.
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