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The Gaza Crisis, Explained in Eight Graphics

Home to almost two million Palestinians, the majority of whom are long-term
refugees, Gaza is one of the most crowded places on Earth
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In-depth Report: PALESTINE

1. Where is Gaza?

Gaza is home to almost two million Palestinians, the majority of whom are long-term
refugees (a further 3.25 million Palestinians live in the West Bank). It’s been run by Hamas
since elections in 2007: the group is designated as a terrorist organisation by Israel, the US

and the EU among others. The West Bank is governed by the Palestinian Authority, which is
currently controlled by Fatah, rivals of Hamas.
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Gaza mapped

The Palestinian territory of Gaza is one of the most crowded places in
the world. But the Israeli blockade means that residents of Gaza find it
tough, if not impossible, to leave.
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2. The event that changed Palestinians

The dominant event for Palestinians in Gaza during the past century has been the Nakba of
1948, when hundreds of thousands were driven from, or else fled, their homes in what is
now modern-day Israel as the state came into existence. The right of return to ancestral
homes (or “Haq al-Awda”) is the over-riding long-term priority for many Palestinians: it
forms part of United Nations resolution 194.

THE
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3. Palestinians recall what was lost
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Palestinian houses and cinemas, shops and mosques, train stations and markets were all
lost in 1948. Tarek Bakri, a researcher and archivist based in Jerusalem, started to collect
archive photography which documented these losses. The image below slides left and right:
MEE has published more examples.

JuxtapoeelS

Above: Israelis looting houses in the Palestinian neighbourhood of Musrara in Jerusalem. Musrara is one
of the oldest neighbourhood built outside Jerusalem’s Old City walls in the 1860s.

4. Gaza since 1948

The seven decades after the Nakba have been ones of turmoil and crisis for the residents of
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Gaza, including occupation, uprisings and Israeli military operations.
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5. Daily living

Long-term living conditions in Gaza are some of the worst in the Middle East. A report by the
UN in 2015 noted that the economic well-being of Palestinians living in Gaza was worse than
in 1995 and that it may be “uninhabitable” by 2020; last year the organisation said
that conditions were “unliveable”.
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Life in Gaza

1. Most of the population are registered as refugees

Population
1.9 million

Registered refugees
1.4 million

2. The population is young

Median Age 17.2years  (ninth lowest oge out of 229

countries and territories worldwide)
0-17 years 18 - 29 years 30 - 59 years 60+
48% 23.2% 24.5%

3. Health and sanitation is at risk

® ®© © ¢ ® 0 & & O
1in 10 people
have access to clean water

70% 47%* 47%
Homes connected to Percentage of patient Percentage of
the sewage system applications to leave for population who lack
medical treatment which are reliable access to
either unanswered or rejected enough nutrition

* January - September 2017

4. There's not enough space

Average family size Population density

Gaza West Bank Israel
5,154 people per km® 519 people per km? 410 people per km?

5.6
LI
5. There are frequent power cuts

Electricty is infrequent, due to destroyed infrastructure and disputes between
the Palestinian Authority and Hamas.

Gaza needs Gaza receives
400MW 210MW
for 24/7 supply

.\_— From Egypt: Z5MW
From Gaza: 60MW

From Israel: 125MW

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2017 census, CIA Factbook, FS5, Btselem, Reuters
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6. Financial misery

Economic development in Gaza has stalled due to wrecked infrastructure, the blockade
imposed by Israel and internal Palestinian political conflict. Major military operations by
Israel especially have had an impact which long outlast the duration of any army action.

(]

7. Israeli attacks on Gaza

Aside from wrecking infrastructure including electricity lines and power stations, health
services and water supplies, Israeli military assaults on Gaza have resulted in the deaths of
thousands of Palestinians, as well as Israeli soldiers and civilians, most notably during a
string of military operations between 2006 and 2014.
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8. The protests

On 30 March, Palestinians started regular protests in the lead-up to the 70th anniversary of
the Nakba on 15 May. Israeli forces sometimes fired at the demonstrations, saying they
were doing so to defend the border - with fatal consequences. The highest number of
deaths was on 14 May, the day that the US embassy opened in Jerusalem, when 62 were
killed. Many protesters were also demonstrating about the conditions under which they had
lived in Gaza for years.

(]

The original source of this article is Middle East Eye
Copyright © Middle East Eye, Middle East Eye, 2018

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Middle East Eye

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/palestinians/with-gaza-s-economy-in-ruins-palestinians-face-hard-choices-1.5868054
https://www.jpost.com/Middle-East/Gaza-infrastructure-nearing-collapse-479394
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/interview-ilan-pappe-44144233
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/interview-ilan-pappe-44144233
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/05/hamas-fatah-groups-failing-180512082001713.html
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/palestinian-authority-stop-paying-gazas-electricity-632261382
http://www.middleeasteye.net/in-depth/features/i-do-not-want-him-die-other-children-babies-perish-amid-gaza-medical-row-20122365
http://www.middleeasteye.net/in-depth/features/i-do-not-want-him-die-other-children-babies-perish-amid-gaza-medical-row-20122365
http://www.middleeasteye.net/columns/israels-systemic-denying-palestinian-right-water-752091302
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/israeli-forces-kill-16-gaza-palestinians-protest-land-day-599017065
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/live-us-embassy-opens-jerusalem-sparking-palestinian-protests-1781226487
http://www.middleeasteye.net/columns/dancing-dead-us-embassy-opens-new-era-bloodshed-915540672
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/gaza-names-palestinians-killed-israel-us-embassy-1239370023
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/gaza-names-palestinians-killed-israel-us-embassy-1239370023
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/gaza-crisis-explained-graphics-palestine-israel-west-bank-nakba-operation-115419871
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/middle-east-eye
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/gaza-crisis-explained-graphics-palestine-israel-west-bank-nakba-operation-115419871
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/middle-east-eye
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

