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The US is intensifying its efforts to replace Russia as one of the EU’s largest energy
suppliers, hoping to provide gas from the US itself to Europe, in addition to exploring
regional players as possible suppliers. As Sputnik reported in an article titled: US will be Able
to Supply Gas to Ukraine in Two Years:

“Senator John McCain said at a press conference in Kiev that the US will be able to provide
Ukraine and the rest of Europe with gas in the next two years... According to him, Europe’s
dependence on Russian gas supplies is a major obstacle that makes Europe unable
to strengthen further sanctions against Russia.”

(]

Since relations between the West and Russia have deteriorated so rapidly following the US
coup in Ukraine, Western strategists have been working relentlessly to find a replacement to
Russian energy supplies to the EU. In the immediate term, this is impossible, a reality that
unnerves many in Washington and Brussels. But in the medium to long term, an assortment
of countries could combine to replace Russian energy, or at least dramatically reduce
Europe’s energy dependence on Moscow.

This issue was the subject of a recent article by the European Council on Foreign Relations
(ECFR), a think-tank whose members include the former President of the European Central
Bank, Jean-Claude Trichet; former Secretary General of NATO, Javier Solana; and the former
UK Foreign Secretary, David Miliband. The puppet master of the US-controlled government
in Ukraine, George Soros, is also a member.

In the ECFR article titled: Europe’s alternatives to Russian gas, the authors detail how the
EU’s new Energy Union is partly designed to “diversify the EU’s gas supplies away from
Russia”:

Part of the aim of the Energy Union is to diversify the EU’s gas supplies away
from Russia, which has already proved to be an unreliable partner. Russia is
the main supplier of crude oil and natural gas to the EU, and although
diversifying away from Russian gas is not unrealistic in the medium term,
several technical and political obstacles must be overcome.

The author’s then analyse the potential of different players to supply Europe with energy
and weigh up the pros and cons of each country. Some of the potential countries listed -
Iraq and Libya for instance - are so unstable (due to Western foreign policy of course) it is
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hard to see them being viable options. The article notes that Israel could be a potential
energy supplier, a subject | have previously written about, although Tel Aviv may focus
more on domestic ventures and a few regional projects.

Iran is also mentioned as a possible player, a country that is home to vast oil and gas
reserves. Speculation has grown in recent months that Tehran and Brussels could strike an
energy deal in the near future that would see Iran supplying gas and oil to the EU. With
recent news that the negotiations between Iran and the P5+1 states have concluded
successfully, and a deal has been reached which is expected to see sanctions gradually
lifted, this is becoming more likely. As Petr Lvov wrote in a recent article for New Eastern
Outlook titled: Iran is Heading West Now:

[The] oil and gas sectors of the Iranian economy will be sponsored by the West
which will enable Tehran to increase the output of hydrocarbons. And in little
time it will be capable of supplying the EU with gas through newly built
pipelines. This step would cast a serious blow to the positions of Gazprom in
Southern Europe.

There are still many obstacles to Iran being a supplier however. Even though a deal has
been reached on Iran’s nuclear programme, many individuals in Iran will correctly view
some of the P5+1 states as perfidious partners considering the history of these countries
meddling in lIranian affairs. This was exemplified by Iranian army commander General
Ahmad Raza Pourdastanwhen he stated: “The US might arrive at some agreements with us
within the framework of the Group 5+1, but we should never hold a positive view over the
enemy”.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani also stated last year that Iran lags behind in gas
extraction and is far from being able to replace Russia as a supplier. Although with the
potential assistance of Western energy giants in the coming years following the nuclear
deal, Iran could develop its energy sector swiftly.

In the coming years though, the US and EU may pursue far more subservient states than
Iran to replace Russian energy, as the relationship between Iran and the US will still remain
a delicate one in the near future. There is no question that many of the neocons in
Washington will be irate at the recent deal and will still push for regime change in Tehran.
This enmity could potentially restrict an energy deal between Iran and the EU in the ensuing
years, although this may be overcome.

The author’s of the ECFR article finally conclude that “Azerbaijan is the supplier best placed
to respond to the EU’s strategy of diversifying gas supply away from Russia.” Construction is
already under way on numerous pipeline projects that will bring gas from the Caspian Sea to
the Turkish and European market, supplementing the already constructed South Caucasus
Pipeline.

The Trans-Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline (TANAP) will run from Azerbaijan through Georgia
into Turkey, and is expected to connect with the Trans Adriatic Pipeline (TAP) at the Greek-
Turkish border - which will run through Greece, Albania and across the Adriatic Sea into
Italy. TAP’s is expected to be operational by early 2020 and it will have an initial capacity of
10 billion cubic metres (bcm) of gas per year, with the prospect of that more than doubling
in the future.


http://journal-neo.org/2014/12/16/israel-proposes-natural-gas-pipeline-to-southern-europe/
http://journal-neo.org/2015/07/16/iran-is-heading-west-now/
http://rt.com/news/271936-us-iran-enemy-nuclear/
http://rt.com/news/271936-us-iran-enemy-nuclear/
http://rt.com/news/193180-iran-rouhani-gas-eu/

It will be important for the West to ensure that Azerbaijan continues to play a cooperative
role with Western energy corporations in the future, as some voices in Washington have
asserted that “U.S.-Azerbaijan relations are clearly now in serious crisis”.

Norway will continue to play a pivotal role in supplying gas to Europe in the
future. Norway overtook Russia as the largest gas supplier to Western Europe in the first
quarter of 2015, and the Norwegian Foreign Minister stated in May that “we can step up
[gas supplies] further in the years to come.”

Whilst the West seeks to replace Russian energy in Europe, the Russian government has
been busy forging closer ties with many countries around the world. China has already
started constructing their section of the Power of Siberia pipeline that will deliver up to38
billion cubic meters of Russian gas annually. The two nations also plan to build
the Altai pipeline, a Western route that will run from Western Siberia to North-Western
China.

Adding to the growing economic relations between Moscow and Beijing, Russia and
Argentina signed energy deals in April in addition to Russia and Saudi Arabia signing
a nuclear energy agreement last month.

Steven MacMillan is an independent writer, researcher, geopolitical analyst and editor
of The Analyst Report, especially for the online magazine “New Eastern Outlook”.

The original source of this article is New Eastern Outlook
Copyright © Steven MacMillan, New Eastern Outlook, 2015

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Steven MacMillan

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



http://www.brookings.edu/research/opinions/2015/01/13-aliyev-era-ends-bang-whisper-azerbaijan-kauzlarich
http://www.rt.com/business/261549-norway-gas-supply-europe/
http://www.rt.com/business/270352-russia-china-gas-pipeline/
http://www.gazprom.com/about/production/projects/pipelines/altai/
http://russia-insider.com/en/russia-and-argentina-sign-5-billion-energy-deals/6070
http://www.presstv.ir/Detail/2015/06/19/416568/Russia-Saudi-Arabia-Rosatom-King-Salman-Putin
http://www.theanalystreport.net/
http://journal-neo.org/
http://journal-neo.org/2015/07/24/drive-to-replace-russian-gas-supplies-to-eu-intensifies/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/steven-macmillan
http://journal-neo.org/2015/07/24/drive-to-replace-russian-gas-supplies-to-eu-intensifies/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/steven-macmillan
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

