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With great consideration we wish to express to you our grave concern about the
catastrophic consequences of the economic, financial and commercial blockade imposed by
the Government of the United States of America, with the cooperation of the European
Union, against the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

Independent experts have calculated that the sanctions imposed by Washington have
created a loss of revenue in the public coffers in the order of 23 billion dollars when all the
above mentioned sanctions are added to the assets of the Venezuelan government frozen
abroad, both in the United States and in some European countries, and the losses in oil
exports. The ultimate intention of this economic blockade, together with an intense
campaign of diplomatic and media attacks, is to impede the economic recovery of the South
American country and “accelerate the collapse”, according to the words of the former U.S.
Ambassador to Venezuela, William Brownfield, who last year said textually that: “If we are
going to sanction PDVSA, it will have an impact on the entire people, on the ordinary citizen.
The counter-argument is that the people suffer so much from the lack of food, security,
medicines, public health, that at this moment perhaps the best resolution would be to
accelerate the collapse, even if it produces a period of suffering of months or perhaps
years”. (1)

These economic aggressions constitute an unacceptable violation of the Charter of the
United Nations, the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights. They also undoubtedly constitute an attack on the rules of
international law and on the fundamental principles governing relations between nations.

The situation inevitably brings to mind the words of former US President Richard Nixon when
he expressed his intention to destabilize the Government of Popular Unity of Chile by
ordering his Secretary of State, Kissinger: “Let’s make the Chilean economy scream” (2). It
is well known that the excuse and justification for the nefarious coup d’'état that overthrew
President Salvador Allende, a sad and tragic memory for you and all the Chilean people,
without a doubt, was the economic crisis - at that time there was no talk of a “humanitarian
crisis” - conceived, organized and financed from the White House, as the Committee on
Foreign Relations of the United States Senate itself clearly demonstrated in a famous report.
Today, in Venezuela, we are living a situation that, although difficult and complex, is very far
from the so-called “humanitarian crisis,” as it has been called and which, as former
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Ambassador Brownfield confessed, has also been intentionally provoked from the United
States, to create the conditions to facilitate foreign military intervention in that country.

There are grim antecedents that cannot be ignored and they pose worrying similarities of
destabilizing phenomena that culminated in horrible tragedies. Let’s not forget the terrible
genocide provoked in Iraq, after years of economic sanctions, endorsed even by the UN,
which was directly responsible for the lives of more than 500,000 children who died of
malnutrition and disease and created several million refugees. We cannot forget the
criminal indifference in the words of former U.S. Ambassador to the UN and former
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, when she commented, on the relation to the human
cost of the applied sanctions, “I think it was a very difficult choice, but the price ... we think
the price was worth it. (3)

We also know that in Cuba the economic blockade prolonged for almost sixty years, the only
case in modern history has had an exorbitant cost. Between April 2017 and March 2018
alone it reached 4 billion dollars (4) in damage. Considering the entire period, independent
experts agree that the cost of the blockade amounts to the equivalent of two Marshall Plans,
but against a single Caribbean country. Currently, a single day of economic blockade is
equivalent to the value of one month’s insulin treatment for the entire Cuban population
affected by Diabetes Mellitus that requires insulin.

The policy of implementing economic sanctions, financial and trade blockades only brings
suffering and death to the most vulnerable population of the affected country. It is an illegal
and criminal weapon, aimed to destabilize and destroy governments, whatever their political
color, and prepares a climate of opinion, within the country and in the international
framework, to justify coup d’états.

We would like to point out that, according to the opinion of several experts in international
law, economic sanctions against Venezuela can be classified as crimes against humanity. In
fact, the Rome Statutes states that,

“For the purposes of this Statute, ‘crime against humanity’ means any of the following acts
when committed as part of a widespread or systematic attack against a civilian population
and with knowledge of that attack.

Article 7 (k) of the Statutes also identifies crimes against humanity:

“Other inhumane acts of a similar nature which intentionally causes great
suffering or seriously undermines physical integrity or mental or physical
health”.

This section K) clearly indicates the words and deeds of former Ambassador Brownfield as a
‘crime against humanity’, when he says that sanctions against PDVSA will produce “a period
of suffering of months or perhaps years” to the Venezuelan population.

For these reasons we have come to ask you, given your investiture and the responsibility of
the office you are in charge of, to enforce respect for the Charter of the United Nations and
the international legal system patiently built since the end of the Second World War. At the
same time we ask you to prevent measures, such as economic sanctions, from being
adopted in relations between governments, intentionally designed to cause cruel suffering
to the population in order to foment rebellion against its authorities. As well as avoiding the



looting of the Venezuelan people’s resources and the explicit intentions of a military
intervention disguised as humanitarian aid that, as National Security Advisor John Bolton
assured, aspires to hand over the exploitation of Venezuelan hydrocarbons to U.S. oil
companies.

It is because of the foregoing considerations that at such serious times as these, when the
peace and security of a nation is at stake, we come to you in the hope that you will
interpose the high authority of your office and the recognized trajectory of your person to
demand an end to the actions taken by the government of the United States against a
member state of the United Nations, with the aim of being able to guarantee the peace, life
and happiness of Venezuelans who are currently living in deep dismay at the alteration of
their daily lives and the threats hanging over their very existence.

The Network of Intellectuals, Artists and Social Movements in Defense of Humanity trusts
that you will know how to efficiently direct our request.

Dr. Bachelet, we salute you with all consideration and respect.
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*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons below. Forward this article to your email lists.
Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Notes

1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I]Boe3AvSvc
2.
https://www.telesurtv.net/news/Richard-Nixon-pidio-hacer-gritar-a-la-economia-de-Chile-20140525-0038

.html
3. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=omnskeu-puE
4.

http://www.cubadebate.cu/noticias/2018/08/24/bloqueo-de-eeuu-costo-a-cuba-mas-de-cuatro-mil-millon
es-de-dolares-entre-abril-de-2017-y-marzo-pasado/#.XF8LS7hYE1|
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