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This review article was prepared by the author in relation to his presentation to The
Criminalization of War: Gaza, Conference event (July 16, 2018) organized by the Perdana
Global Peace Foundation (PGPF), Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

We repost this 2018 report, with a view to providing a broader understanding and historical
perspective regarding Israel’s all out war against the People of Palestine:

Following the Al Agsa Storm Operation on October 7, 2023 Israel‘s defence
minister described Palestinians as “human animals” and vowed to “act accordingly,” as
fighter jets unleashed a massive bombing of the Gaza Strip home of 2.3 million
Palestinians...” (Middle East Eye). A complete blockade on the Gaza Strip was initiated
on October 9, 2023 consisting in  blocking and obstructing the importation of food,
water, fuel, and essential commodities to 2.3 Million Palestinians. It's an outright crime
against humanity. It's genocide.

In Solidarity with the People of Palestine

“What is at stake is the universal recognition of the value of human life,
solidarity and understanding between nationalities, ethnic groups and religions, as
well as respect for national sovereignty.

These are the preconditions for World peace.”

Michel Chossudovsky, July 2018, January 18, 2023
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The ongoing crimes committed against the people of

Palestine,

The broader process of Israeli territorial expansion,

Israel and the criminalization of war as defined by the Kuala Lumpur Declaration
launched by former Prime Minister Dr. Tun Mahathir Mohamad in 2005,

The mounting tide of Islamophobia,

The role of the “Global War on Terrorism” as a pretext to wage war on the broader
Middle East,

The propaganda campaign directed against Palestine,

The recent history of Israeli aggression against the People of Palestine including
the strategic and geopolitical dimensions,

The Israeli plan to confiscate Gaza’s offshore natural gas reserves.

I
INTRODUCTION

Israel’s blockade of Gaza is a criminal undertaking: Gaza is a concentration camp, the
World’s largest open air prison from which no one can escape.



Two million Palestinians live under an Israeli siege. Israel controls the entry of essential
goods including food, water, energy and medicine. Israel also controls Gaza’s territorial
waters in derogation of international law.

The Zionist project supports the Jewish settlement movement. More broadly it involves a
policy of killing, impoverishing and excluding Palestinians from Palestine with a view to
eventually implementing the annexation of both the West Bank and Gaza to the State of
Israel:

Today, six million Palestinians dispersed in various refugee camps are denied the right
of return to their ancestral Palestine; the other six million lived under occupation in
Gaza and the West Bank. For twelve years, two million Palestinians have been
imprisoned under a brutal land and sea military blockade in Gaza.

During this time there were three major military assaults where Gaza was relentlessly
bombed for weeks. Recently, since 30 March 2018, unarmed Gaza demonstrators
calling for the Right of Return are shot at with high grade military assault rifles leaving
more than 124 dead and 13,000 severely wounded with hundreds of amputees and
potential amputees. (Dr Swee Ang,_Global Research, July 2018

The crimes committed by Israel against the people of Palestine, with the tacit support of
Western governments must be addressed in the broader context of the criminalization of
war.
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THE GREATER ISRAEL PROJECT

The expansionist policies of the State of Israel including the annexation of the illegally
occupied territories, not to mention the “Greater Israel” project of territorial extension are
an integral part of the US-led military agenda in Middle East.

When viewed in the current context, the siege on Gaza and the Zionist Plan for the Middle
East are related to the US-NATO military agenda including the US-led 2003 invasion of Iraq,
the 2006 war on Lebanon, the 2011 war on Libya, the ongoing wars on Syria, Iraq and
Yemen.
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There is a broader US-NATO-Israel war crimes agenda under the thrust of the so-called
“Global War on Terrorism” which serves as a pretext for the bombing of civilians under the
pretext of going after ISIS-Daesh.

The “Greater Israel” project consists in weakening and eventually fracturing neighboring
Arab states as part of a US-Israeli expansionist project, with the support of NATO and Saudi
Arabia. In this regard, the Saudi-Israeli rapprochement is from Netanyahu’s viewpoint a
means to expanding Israel’s spheres of influence in the Middle East as well as confronting
Iran. Needless to say, the “Greater Israel” project is consistent with America’s imperial
design.

Greater Israel would create a number of proxy States. It would include parts of Lebanon,
Jordan, Syria, the Sinai, as well as parts of Iraq and Saudi Arabia. (See map). According to
Mahdi Darius Nazemroaya in a 2011 Global Research article, The Greater Israel Yinon Plan
should be viewed as a continuation of Britain’s colonial design in the Middle East:

“[The Yinon plan] is an Israeli strategic plan to ensure Israeli regional superiority. It
insists and stipulates that Israel must reconfigure its geo-political environment through
the balkanization of the surrounding Arab states into smaller and weaker states.

Greater Israel” requires the breaking up of the existing Arab states into small states.

“The [Yinon Plan] plan operates on two essential premises. To survive, Israel must 1)
become an imperial regional power, and 2) must effect the division of the whole area
into small states by the dissolution of all existing Arab states. Small here will depend on
the ethnic or sectarian composition of each state. Consequently, the Zionist hope is that
sectarian-based states become Israel’s satellites and, ironically, its source of moral
legitimation... This is not a new idea, nor does it surface for the first time in Zionist
strategic thinking. Indeed, fragmenting all Arab states into smaller units has been a
recurrent theme.” (Yinon Plan)
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BLACK SEA CASPATM SEA

Viewed in this context, the US-NATO led wars on Syria and Iraq are part of the process of
Israeli territorial expansion.

In this regard, the defeat of US-Saudi-Israeli sponsored terrorists (ISIS, Al Nusra) by Syrian

Forces with the support of Russia, Iran and Hizbollah constitute a significant setback for
Israel.
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THE CRIMINALIZATION OF WAR

US-NATO-Israeli War Crimes: The Kuala Lumpur Initiative to Criminalize War
The State of Israel is responsible for extensive war crimes.

In turn the US-NATO led war applied Worldwide is a criminal undertaking under the disquise
of counter-terrorism. It violates the Nuremberg Charter, the US constitution and the UN
charter. According to former chief Nuremberg prosector Benjamin Ferencz, in relation to the
2003 invasion of Iraq:

“a prima facie case can be made that the United States is guilty of the supreme crime
against humanity — that being an illegal war of aggression against a sovereign nation.”

Moreover, the evidence amply confirms that the United States of America is a “State
Sponsor of Terrorism” and that the campaign against the Islamic State is a smokescreen
used by the US and its allies including Israel to justify in the eyes of public opinion its global
war of conquest.

Following in the footsteps of Nuremberg, the objective of the
December 2005 Kuala Lumpur initiative led by Tun Mahathir Mohamad was to criminalize
war and eventually abolish war.

Let us recall the fundamental principles contained in the Kuala Lumpur Initiative to
Criminalize War under the helm of Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad, prime minister of Malaysia.

“Killings in war are as criminal as the killings within societies in times of peace.

Since killings in peace time are subject to the domestic law of crime, killings in war
must likewise be subject to the international law of crimes.

This should be so irrespective of whether these killings in war are authorized or
permitted by domestic law.”
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Since the adoption of the KL Initiative to Criminalize war in December 2005, the Kuala
Lumpur War Crimes Tribunal (KLWCT) has passed two important judgements:

-against George W. Bush, Dick Cheney, Donald Rumsfeld, et al for war crimes in Iraq,
-against the State of Israel on charges of genocide against the people of Palestine.

More than ever the Kuala Lumpur Initiative launched almost thirteen years ago in December
2005 by Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad should be widely understood and applied.

What is at stake is the universal recognition of the value of human life, solidarity and
understanding between nationalities, ethnic groups and religions, as well as respect for
national sovereignty.

These are the preconditions for World peace. As outlined in the Kuala Lumpur declaration:
“peace is the essential condition for the survival and well-being of the human race”.

In contrast to these broad principles which define human values, the US military and
financial establishment and its allies (including the State of Israel) are intent upon
destroying and destabilizing sovereign countries as part of an imperial agenda, through acts
of war and economic plunder, the end result of which is the transformation of sovereign
nations into open economic territories, under the jurisdiction of US approved proxy regimes.

To no avail, since 2008, both presidents Obama and Trump have followed in the footsteps of
George W. Bush. Together with America’s NATO allies, they have not only supported
terrorist organizations, they have covertly supported terrorist insurgencies, waged extensive
bombing campaigns against Libya (2011), Syria, Yemen and Iraq (2014-), drone attacks and
targeted assassinations against Pakistan (2004-) among other military-intelligence
operations.

Under the Kuala Lumpur Initiative to Criminalize War which was adopted under the helm of
Tun Mahathir,

“All national leaders who initiate aggression must be subjected to the jurisdiction of the
International Criminal Court.”

Let us be crystal clear: Consistent with Nuremberg, the above statement applies to
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president Donald Trump and the heads of State and heads of government of NATO countries
as well as Israel, which have endorsed the killings in Palestine, the extensive carpet
bombing operations directed against Libya, Syria, Yemen and Iraq, resulting in the death of
countless civilians.

vV
“THE GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM”

War Propaganda and the Demonization of Muslims: A Criminal Undertaking
under International Law

An extensive propaganda campaign has been launched with a view to upholding US-NATO-
Israeli military actions in Libya, Syria, Irag, Yemen and Palestine as humanitarian
endeavours, as part of an alleged crusade against Al Qaeda and the Islamic State. In this
regard, acts of resistance by Palestine against illegal occupation are presented as acts of
terrorism.

The Pentagon, NATO and Israel are the protagonists of war and war crimes. Al Qaeda and
the Islamic State are presented as the “outside enemy” which threatens the Western World,
when in fact Al Qaeda and the ISIS are supported and financed by the Western military
alliance as well as the State of Israel out of the Golan heights.

In 2014, Prime minister Netanyahu confirmed in a semi-official statement that Israel is
supporting Al Nusrah fighters out of the Golan Heights. The IDF top military brass
acknowledged that “global jihad elements inside Syria” including foreign mercenaries are
supported by Israel.
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Netanyahu visits Israel’s Hospital Facility for Al Qaeda affiliated rebels in the occupied Golan

The Jerusalem Post acknowledged that the hospital is being used to support the jihadist insurgency.
(JP, February 19, 2014)

In turn, a hate campaign has been launched against Muslim countries as well as Muslim
communities within Western countries, which has reached a new threshold under the Trump
adminstration.

While the West has initiated a Worldwide demonization campaign against Muslims, the
millions of victims of US-NATO led wars in Afghanistan, Palestine, Iraq, Syria, Libya, Yemen
are predominately Muslims. Moreover, in both Syria, Iraqg and Palestine the Christian
communities have also been targeted, the cultural heritage of Muslims and Christians in
Mesopotamia has been decimated by US, Saudi and Israeli sponsored terrorists.

The crimes and atrocities committed by the Western military alliance in Fallujah, Abu
Ghraib, Guantanamo are beyond description. These crimes have been amply documented
in the 2012 Judgment of the Kuala Lumpur War Crimes Commission against George W. Bush,
Dick Cheney, Donald Rumsfeld, et al

The Global War on Terrorism: The Political Consensus

Sustained by media disinformation, the Global War on Terrorism is now part of a far-
reaching political consensus in Western countries. It has also been used by Western
governments to justify and implement “anti-terrorist” legislation within their respective
countries.

The fact that the “Global War on Terrorism” is endorsed by the so-called “international
community” and rubber-stamped by the United Nations Security Council does not, however,
provide it legitimacy under international law. Despite these endorsements, it nonetheless
constitutes a diabolical criminal undertaking, which is fundamentally based on a Lie.
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When the Lie becomes the Truth and War becomes Peace, there is no
turning backwards.

The legitimacy of the Global War on Terrorism is sustained by media disinformation and war
propaganda. In this regard, the various actions intended to deliberately mislead public
opinion, obfuscate the atrocities of America’s led wars and justify war on humanitarian
grounds, are categorized as criminal acts of war propaganda, under Nuremberg.

V
ISRAELI AGGRESSION AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF PALESTINE:
RECENT HISTORY (2001-2018)

It is important to focus on the historical evolution of Israeli aggression involving the
transformation of Gaza into the World’s largest open air prison.

Operation Justified Vengeance (2001)

“Operation Justified Vengeance” was presented in July 2001 to the Israeli government of
Ariel Sharon by IDF chief of staff Shaul Mofaz, under the title “The Destruction of the
Palestinian Authority and Disarmament of All Armed Forces”.

“A contingency plan, codenamed Operation Justified Vengeance, was drawn up
last June [2001] to reoccupy all of the West Bank and possibly the Gaza Strip at
a likely cost of “hundreds” of Israeli casualties.” (Washington Times, 19 March
2002).

According to Jane’s ‘Foreign Report’ (July 12, 2001) the Israeli army under Sharon had
updated its plans for an “all-out assault to smash the Palestinian authority, force out leader
Yasser Arafat and kill or detain its army”.
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“Bloodshed Justification”

The “Bloodshed Justification” was an essential component of the military-intelligence
agenda. The killing of Palestinian civilians was justified on “humanitarian grounds.” Israeli
military operations were carefully timed to coincide with the suicide attacks:

The assault would be launched, at the government’s discretion, after a big
suicide bomb attack in Israel, causing widespread deaths and injuries, citing
the bloodshed as justification. (Tanya Reinhart, Evil Unleashed, Israel’s move to
destroy the Palestinian Authority is a calculated plan, long in the making, Global
Research, December 2001, emphasis added)

The Dagan Plan

“Operation Justified Vengeance” was also referred to as the “Dagan Plan”, named after
General (ret.) Meir Dagan, who headed Mossad, Israel’s intelligence agency.

Reserve General Meir Dagan was Sharon’s national security adviser during the 2000 election
campaign. The plan was apparently drawn up prior to Sharon’s election as Prime Minister in
February 2001. “According to Alex Fishman writing in Yediot Aharonot, the Dagan Plan
consisted in destroying the Palestinian authority and putting Yasser Arafat ‘out of the
game’.” (Ellis Shulman, “Operation Justified Vengeance”: a Secret Plan to Destroy the

Palestinian Authority, March 2001):

“As reported in the Foreign Report [Jane] and disclosed locally by Maariv,
Israel’s invasion plan — reportedly dubbed Justified Vengeance — would be
launched immediately following the next high-casualty suicide
bombing, would last about a month and is expected to result in the
death of hundreds of Israelis and thousands of Palestinians. (lbid,
emphasis added)

The “Dagan Plan” envisaged the so-called “cantonization” of the Palestinian territories
whereby the West Bank and Gaza would be totally cut off from one other, with separate
“governments” in each of the territories. Under this scenario, already envisaged in 2001,
Israel would:

“negotiate separately with Palestinian forces that are dominant in each
territory-Palestinian forces responsible for security, intelligence, and even for
the Tanzim (Fatah).” The plan thus closely resembles the idea of
“cantonization” of Palestinian territories, put forth by a number of ministers.”
Sylvain Cypel, The infamous ‘Dagan Plan’ Sharon’s plan for getting rid of
Arafat, Le Monde, December 17, 2001)
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From Left to Right: Dagan, Sharon, Halevy

The Dagan Plan has established continuity in the military-intelligence agenda. In the wake of
the 2000 elections, Meir Dagan was assigned a key role. “He became Sharon’s “go-
between” in security issues with President’s Bush’s special envoys Zinni and Mitchell.” He
was subsequently appointed Director of the Mossad by Prime Minister Ariel Sharon in August
2002. In the post-Sharon period, he remained head of Mossad. He was reconfirmed in his
position as Director of Israeli Intelligence by Prime Minister Ehud Olmert in June 2008.

Meir Dagan, in coordination with his US counterparts, has been in charge of various military-
intelligence operations. It is worth noting that Meir Dagan as a young Colonel had worked
closely with defense minister Ariel Sharon in the raids on Palestinian settlements in Beirut in
1982. (Sabra and Shatila) The 2009 ground invasion of Gaza, in many regards, bear a canny
resemblance to the 1982 military operation led by Sharon and Dagan.

Continuity: From Sharon to Olmert

Olmert and Sharon

It is important to focus on a number of key events from the 2001 Dagan Plan to the killings
in Gaza under “Operation Cast Lead” in 2008-2009 and “Operation Protective Edge” in 2014
leading up the the Gaza massacres of March-May 2018.

1. The Assassination in November 2004 of Yasser Arafat.
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BT his assassination had been on the drawing board since
f Thorns”.

According to an October 2000 document:

“prepared by the security services, at the request of then Prime Minister Ehud Barak,
stated that ‘Arafat, the person, is a severe threat to the security of the state [of Israel]
and the damage which will result from his disappearance is less than the damage
caused by his existence’”. (Tanya Reinhart, Evil Unleashed, Israel’s move to destroy the

Palestinian Authority is a calculated plan, long in the making, Global Research,
December 2001. Details of the document were published in Ma’'ariv, July 6, 2001.).

Arafat’s assassination was ordered in 2003 by the Israeli cabinet. It was approved by the US
which vetoed a United Nations Security Resolution condemning the 2003 Israeli Cabinet
decision. Reacting to increased Palestinian attacks, in August 2003, Israeli Defense Minister
Shaul Mofaz declared “all out war” on the militants whom he vowed “marked for death.”

n mid September, Israel’s government passed a law to get
rid of Arafat. Israel’s cabinet for political security affairs declared it “a decision to
remove Arafat as an obstacle to peace.” Mofaz threatened; “we will choose the right
way and the right time to kill Arafat.”

Palestinian Minister Saeb Erekat told CNN he thought Arafat was the next target. CNN
asked Sharon spokesman Ra’anan Gissan if the vote meant expulsion of Arafat. Gissan
clarified; “It doesn’t mean that.

The Cabinet has today resolved to remove this obstacle.

The time, the method, the ways by which this will take place will be decided separately,
and the security services will monitor the situation and make the recommendation
about proper action.” (See Trish Shuh, Road Map for a Decease Plan,
www.mehrnews.com November 9 2005
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The assassination of Arafat was part of the 2001 Dagan Plan. In all likelihood, it was carried
out by Israeli Intelligence. It was intended to destroy the Palestinian Authority, foment
divisions within Fatah as well as between Fatah and Hamas. Mahmoud Abbas is a Palestinian
quisling. He was installed as leader of Fatah, with the approval of Israel and the US, which
finance the Palestinian Authority’s paramilitary and security forces.

2. The removal, under the orders of Prime Minister Ariel Sharon in 2005, of
all Jewish settlements in Gaza.

A Jewish population of over 7,000 was relocated.

“It is my intention [Sharon] to carry out an evacuation
- sorry, a relocation - of settlements that cause us problems and of places that we will
not hold onto anyway in a final settlement, like the Gaza settlements....

I am working on the assumption that in the future there will be no Jews in Gaza,” Sharon
said.” (CBC, March 2004)

The issue of the settlements in Gaza was presented as part of Washington’s “road map to
peace”. Celebrated by the Palestinians as a “victory”, this measure was not directed against
the Jewish settlers. Quite the opposite: It was part of the overall covert operation, which
consisted in transforming Gaza into a concentration camp.

As long as Jewish settlers were living inside Gaza, the objective of sustaining a large
barricaded prison territory could not be achieved. The Implementation of “Operation Cast
Lead” required “no Jews in Gaza”".

3. The Building of the infamous Apartheid Wall

It was decided upon at the beginning of the Sharon government. (See Map below).
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4. The Hamas Election Victory in January 2006.

Without Arafat, the Israeli military-intelligence architects knew that Fatah under Mahmoud
Abbas would loose the elections. This was part of the scenario, which had been envisaged

and analyzed well in advance.

With Hamas in charge of the Palestinian authority, using the pretext that Hamas is a
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terrorist organization, Israel would carry out the process of “cantonization” as formulated
under the Dagan plan. Fatah under Mahmoud Abbas would remain formally in charge of the
West Bank. The duly elected Hamas government would be confined to the Gaza strip.

5. “Operation Cast Lead” (December 2008, January 2009)

The aerial bombings and the ongoing ground invasion of Gaza by Israeli ground forces must
be analysed in a historical context. Operation “Cast Lead” (2008) was a carefully planned
undertaking, which was part of a broader military-intelligence agenda first formulated by the
government of Prime Minister Ariel Sharon in 2001:

“Sources in the defense establishment said Defense Minister Ehud Barak instructed the
Israel Defense Forces to prepare for the operation over six months ago, even as Israel
was beginning to negotiate a ceasefire agreement with Hamas.”(Barak Ravid, Operation
“Cast Lead”: Israeli Air Force strike followed months of planning, Haaretz, December 27,
2008)

Planned Humanitarian Disaster in Liaison with Washington

On December 8, 2008 US Deputy Secretary of State John Negroponte was in Tel Aviv for
discussions with his Israeli counterparts including the director of Mossad, Meir Dagan.

“Operation Cast Lead” was initiated two days day after Christmas. It was coupled with a
carefully designed international Public Relations campaign under the auspices of Israel’s
Foreign Ministry.

Hamas' military targets were not the main objective. Operation “Cast Lead” was intended,
quite deliberately, to trigger civilian casualities.

What we are dealing with is a “planned humanitarian disaster” in Gaza in a densly
populated urban area. (See map below)
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The longer term objective of this plan, as formulated by Israeli policy makers, was the
expulsion of Palestinians from Palestinian lands:

“Terrorize the civilian population, assuring maximal destruction of property and cultural
resources... The daily life of the Palestinians must be rendered unbearable: They should
be locked up in cities and towns, prevented from exercising normal economic life, cut
off from workplaces, schools and hospitals, This will encourage emigration and weaken
the resistance to future expulsions” Ur Shlonsky, quoted by Ghali Hassan, Gaza: The
World’s Largest Prison, Global Research, 2005)

Ground Attack

On January 3, 2009 Israeli tanks and infantry entered Gaza in an all out ground offensive:

“The ground operation was preceded by several hours of heavy artillery fire after dark,
igniting targets in flames that burst into the night sky. Machine gun fire rattled as bright
tracer rounds flashed through the darkness and the crash of hundreds of shells sent up
streaks of fire. (AP, January 3, 2009)

Israeli sources have pointed to a lengthy drawn out military operation. It “won’t be easy and
it won’t be short,” said Defense Minister Ehud Barak in a TV address.

Israel is not seeking to oblige Hamas “to cooperate”. What we are dealing with is the
| 17
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implementation of the “Dagan Plan” as initially formulated in 2001, which called for:

“an invasion of Palestinian-controlled territory by some 30,000 Israeli
soldiers, with the clearly defined mission of destroying the infrastructure of the
Palestinian leadership and collecting weaponry currently possessed by the various
Palestinian forces, and expelling or killing its military leadership. (Ellis Shulman, op cit,
emphasis added)

The broader question is whether Israel in consultation with Washington is intent upon
triggering a wider war.

Mass expulsion of the population of Gaza was envisaged by Sharon, at some later stage of
the ground invasion, coupled with a strategy of opening up Gaza’s borders to allow for an
exodus of population.

On July 8 2014, Israel launched a carefully planned military Operation entitled Protective
Edge which consisted in an all out invasion of Gaza strip, resulting in countless death and
atrocities.

‘Operation Protective Edge (OPE) directed against Gaza was reminiscent of the infamous
2001 Dagan Plan entitled “Operation Justified Vengeance” in which the deaths of innocent
Israeli civilians had been envisaged and foreseen by IDF military planners.

The deaths are then used to muster the support of the Israeli public as well as provide a
justification for a “legitimate” counter-terrorism operation in the eyes of the international
community directed against the Palestinian occupied territories.

‘Operation Protective Edge (OPE) directed against Gaza was planned well in advance of the
kidnapping and murder of the three Israeli teenagers. Prime Minister Netanyahu has called
up 40,000 reservists. In the wake of the shelling and bombing raids, a major ground
operation scenario was envisaged.

Moreover, similar to the logic of the Dagan Plan, the head of Israeli intelligence (Mossad)
had “predicted” the kidnapping of the three teenagers. Under the title_Mossad chief’s
chillingly prescient kidnap prophecy, Haaretz confirms that

“Mossad chief Tamir Pardo had “outlined a scenario that was spookily [sic] similar to the
kidnapping of three teens missing in the West Bank” (Haaretz, July 13, 2014, emphasis
added)

Israeli civilian deaths are blamed on Hamas without evidence to justify military action
against Gaza.

The ultimate objective of “Operation Protective Edge” is to break the institutional base of
the Hamas leadership and destroy Gaza’s civilian infrastructure, with a view to eventually
carrying out the annexation of the Gaza Strip to Israel. As of July 13, Israel is reported to
have struck 1,320 sites within Gaza, resulting in 167 deaths and more than 1,000 injured
(Mannam News, July 13, 2014)

Were the three boys killed by Hamas?
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Israeli press reports intimate that the three teenagers could have been executed by the Al
Qaeda affiliated jihadist entity the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) which just so
happens to be supported “covertly” as well “overtly” by the State of Israel.

From the Dagan Plan to the present, Israel’s objective is genocide and expulsion of
Palestinians from their ancestral lands:

= March-May 2018 Gaza Massacre, Nakba Protests
= July 2014 under Operation Protective Edge
= and in December-January 2008-2009 under Operation Cast Lead

Expulsion was referred to by Ariel Sharon as “a 1948 style solution”.
For Sharon:

“it is only necessary to find another state for the Palestinians. -‘Jordan is Palestine’ -
was the phrase that Sharon coined.” (Tanya Reinhart, op cit).

Vi
ISRAEL’'S PLAN TO CONFISCATE
GAZA’'S OFFSHORE RESERVES OF NATURAL GAS

Discovered in 2000, there are extensive gas reserves off the Gaza coastline which belong to
the people of Palestine.

The December 2008-January 2009 “Operation Cast Led” was instrumental in the
confiscation of Palestine’s gas fields off the coast of Gaza by Israel in derogation of
international law.

Tel Aviv announced the discovery of the Leviathan natural gas field in the Eastern
Mediterranean “off the coast of Israel.”

At the time the gas field was: “ ... the most prominent field ever found in the sub-explored
area of the Levantine Basin, which covers about 83,000 square kilometres of the eastern
Mediterranean region.” (i)

Coupled with Tamar field, in the same location, discovered in 2009, the prospects are
for an energy bonanza for Israel, for Houston, Texas based Noble Energy and partners
Delek Drilling, Avner Oil Exploration and Ratio Oil Exploration. (See Felicity Arbuthnot,
Israel: Gas, Oil and Trouble in the Levant, Global Research, December 30, 2013

The Gazan gas fields are part of the broader Levant assessment area. What happened was
the integration of these adjoining gas fields including those belonging to Palestine into the
orbit of Israel. (see map below). Namely a process of outright confiscation. The step by step
transformation of Gaza into a de facto concentration camp was also accompanied by the de
facto ownership by Israel of Gaza’s territorial waters, which contain large reserves of natural
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gas.

It should be noted that the entire Eastern Mediterranean coastline extending from Egypt’s
Sinai to Syria constitutes an area encompassing large gas as well as oil reserves.
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Flash Forward: It is important to relate the issue of Gaza's offshore gas reserves to the
recent 2018 massacres undertaken by IDF forces directed against the People of Palestine
who own the offshore gas fields.

History

British Gas (BG Group) and its partner, the Athens based Consolidated Contractors

International Company (CCC) owned by Lebanon’s Sabbagh and Koury families, were

granted oil and gas exploration rights in a 25 year agreement signed in November 1999 with
the Palestinian Authority.

The rights to the offshore gas field were respectively British Gas (60 percent); Consolidated
Contractors (CCC) (30 percent); and the Investment Fund of the Palestinian Authority (10
percent). (Haaretz, October 21, 2007).
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The PA-BG-CCC agreement included field development and the construction of a gas

pipeline.(Middle East Economic Digest, Jan 5, 2001).

The BG licence covered the entire Gazan offshore marine area, which is contiguous to
several Israeli offshore gas facilities. (See Map below). It should be noted that 60 percent of
the gas reserves along the Gaza-Israel coastline belong to Palestine.

The BG Group drilled two wells in 2000: Gaza Marine-1 and Gaza Marine-2. Reserves were
estimated by British Gas to be of the order of 1.4 trillion cubic feet, valued at approximately
4 billion dollars. These are the figures made public by British Gas. The size of Palestine’s gas

reserves could be much larger.

Will Israel’s Gas Hopes Come True? Accused of Stealing Gas from the Gaza Stri
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Who Owns the Gaza Gas Fields

The issue of sovereignty over Gaza’'s gas fields is crucial. From a legal standpoint, the gas
reserves belong to Palestine.

The death of Yasser Arafat, the election of the Hamas government and the ruin of the
Palestinian Authority have enabled Israel to establish de facto control over Gaza’s offshore
gas reserves.

British Gas (BG Group) has been dealing with the Tel Aviv government. In turn, the Hamas
government has been bypassed in regards to exploration and development rights over the
gas fields.

The election of Prime Minister Ariel Sharon in 2001 was a major turning point. Palestine’s
sovereignty over the offshore gas fields was challenged in the Israeli Supreme Court. Sharon
stated unequivocally that “Israel would never buy gas from Palestine” intimating that Gaza’'s
offshore gas reserves belong to Israel.

In 2003, Ariel Sharon, vetoed an initial deal, which would allow British Gas to supply Israel
with natural gas from Gaza's offshore wells. (The Independent, August 19, 2003)

The election victory of Hamas in 2006 was conducive to the demise of the Palestinian
Authority, which became confined to the West Bank, under the proxy regime of Mahmoud
Abbas.

In 2006, British Gas “was close to signing a deal to pump the gas to Egypt.” (Times, May,
23, 2007). According to reports, British Prime Minister Tony Blair intervened on behalf of
Israel with a view to shunting the agreement with Egypt.

The following year, in May 2007, the Israeli Cabinet approved a proposal by Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert “to buy gas from the Palestinian Authority.” The proposed contract was for $4
billion, with profits of the order of $2 billion of which one billion was to go the Palestinians.
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Tel Aviv, however, had no intention of sharing the revenues with Palestine. An Israeli team
of negotiators was set up by the Israeli Cabinet to thrash out a deal with the BG Group,
bypassing both the Hamas government and the Palestinian Authority:

“Israeli defence authorities want the Palestinians to be paid in goods and services and
insist that no money go to the Hamas-controlled Government.” (Ibid, emphasis added)

The objective was essentially to nullify the contract signed in 1999 between the BG Group
and the Palestinian Authority under Yasser Arafat.

Under the proposed 2007 agreement with BG, Palestinian gas from Gaza's offshore wells
was to be channeled by an undersea pipeline to the Israeli seaport of Ashkelon, thereby
transferring control over the sale of the natural gas to Israel.

The deal fell through. The negotiations were suspended:

“Mossad Chief Meir Dagan opposed the transaction on security grounds, that the
proceeds would fund terror”. (Member of Knesset Gilad Erdan, Address to the Knesset
on “The Intention of Deputy Prime Minister Ehud Olmert to Purchase Gas from the
Palestinians When Payment Will Serve Hamas,” March 1, 2006, quoted in Lt. Gen. (ret.)

Moshe Yaalon, Does the Prospective Purchase of British Gas from Gaza's Coastal Waters
Threaten Israel’s National Security? Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs, October 2007)

Israel’s intent was to foreclose the possibility that royalties be paid to the Palestinians. In
December 2007, The BG Group withdrew from the negotiations with Israel and in January
2008 they closed their office in Israel.(BG website).

It is worth noting that the invasion plan of the Gaza Strip under “Operation Cast Lead” had
been set in motion in June 2008, according to Israeli military sources. (Barak Ravid,
Operation “Cast Lead”: Israeli Air Force strike followed months of planning, Haaretz,
December 27, 2008)

That very same month of June, the Israeli authorities contacted British Gas, with a view to
resuming crucial negotiations pertaining to the purchase of Gaza’s natural gas. The decision
to speed up negotiations with British Gas (BG Group) coincided, chronologically, with the
planning of Operation Cast Lead initiated in June 2008. It would appear that Israel was
anxious to reach an agreement with the BG Group prior to the invasion, which was already
in an advanced planning stage.

In November 2008, the Israeli Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of National Infrastructures
instructed Israel Electric Corporation (IEC) to enter into negotiations with British Gas, on the
purchase of natural gas from the BG’s offshore concession in Gaza. (Globes, November 13,
2008)

“Ministry of Finance director general Yarom Ariav and Ministry of National
Infrastructures director general Hezi Kugler wrote to IEC CEO Amos Lasker recently,
informing him of the government’s decision to allow negotiations to go forward, in line
with the framework proposal it approved earlier this year.

The IEC board, headed by chairman Moti Friedman, approved the principles of the
framework proposal a few weeks ago. The talks with BG Group will begin once the
board approves the exemption from a tender.” (Globes Nov. 13, 2008)
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Gaza and Energy Geopolitics

The objective was to transfer the sovereignty of the gas fields to Israel in violation of
international law. In practice, the Gaza gas fields have been integrated into Israel’s offshore
installations, which are contiguous to those of the Gaza Strip. (See Map 1 above).

These various offshore installations are also linked up to Israel’s energy transport corridor,
extending from the port of Eilat, which is an oil pipeline terminal, on the Red Sea to the
seaport - pipeline terminal at Ashkelon, and northwards to Haifa, and eventually linking up
through a proposed Israeli-Turkish pipeline with the Turkish port of Ceyhan.

Ceyhan is the terminal of the Baku, Tblisi Ceyhan Trans Caspian pipeline. “What is
envisaged is to link the BTC pipeline to the Trans-Israel Eilat-Ashkelon pipeline, also known
as Israel’s Tipline.” (See Michel Chossudovsky, The War on Lebanon and the Battle for Qil,
Global Research, July 23, 2006)
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