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The Continuing US Blockade of Cuba, the UN
General Assembly Vote illustrates the Cold Reality

By Dr. Binoy Kampmark
Global Research, October 30, 2015

Region: Latin America & Caribbean

“The Obama administration is caught between history.  They want to lift the embargo, but
they cannot ignore the law of the land.” – Augusto Maxwell, The Miami Herald, Oct 27, 2015

Whatever  might  be  said  about  the  efforts  last  December,  and  then  those  in  July,  to
normalise relations between the US and Cuba, the United Nations General Assembly vote
served to illustrate the cold reality.  By 191 votes to 2, members voted to condemn the US
blockade  that  has  been  in  effect  since  the  island  did  the  insufferable  and  unthinkable  in
Washington’s eyes in going Communist.

Since the 1960s, the blockade has been a reminder that the bully in the hemisphere refuses
to grow up, attempting to inflict damage on its smaller, upstart neighbour.  (The life time of
the embargo is said to have cost $121 billion.)  Even after the Soviet Union went its way into
fragments,  and the  fraud that  was  the  Cold  War  dissipated,  small  Cuba still  posed a
symbolic  threat.  It  reminds the Washington,  and Florida establishment,  about  counter-
revolution.  As long as it lasts, it is also an alternative.

Ever since 1992, the UN General Assembly has favoured condemning the US embargo on
Cuba.  Each year, the naysayers seem to have diminished in number.  Last year, the US and
Israel kept usual company, while three countries noted their abstentions.

This year, rumours abounded that the US delegation might put in an abstention as a pointer
to pressure Congress, a domestic gambit that is becoming a habit in American politics. Four
unnamed  administration  officials  put  the  feelers  out  in  September  to  members  of  the
Associated  Press.  They  certainly  got  a  desired  result.

Rep.  Mario  Diaz-Balart  (R-Fla.),  got  particularly  hot  under  the  collar.   “To  support  a
resolution in the UN aimed at criticising US law would not only appease the (Castro) regime,
but would ignore sanctions passed by Congress and signed into law by President Clinton.”[1]

Cuba wanted to press home what it considered progress on the front of rapprochement
between Washington and Havana.  Travel restrictions have been eased.  Embassies have
been reopened.  Cuba’s Foreign Minister Bruno Rodríguez told the General Assembly that
“lifting the blockade” would “give some meaning” to the recent moves.

It was not to be, and the result may well have been less an issue of Cuba’s behaviour than
that of domestic calculation.  After all, the Obama administration and Congress have been
running what essentially amount to key parallel foreign policies, be they on Iran or the issue
of climate change.  The public blame, however, had to be placed on Havana’s unnecessary
impetuousness, the western hemisphere’s grand historical upstart.
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“We  find  it  unfortunate,”  claimed  US  senior  area  advisor  for  Western  Hemisphere  Affairs,
Ronald Godard, “that despite our demonstrated bilateral progress the Cuban government
has chosen to introduce a resolution that is nearly identical to those tabled in years past.”

Godard was insistent that the Cuban gesture was not meaningful in this regard.  “If Cuba
thinks this exercise will help move things forward in the direction both governments have
indicated they wish, it is mistaken.”

The domestic reactions ranged from the usual anti-UN pounding, to the go steady approach
which  has  been  the  Obama  administration’s  line.  The  anti-Castro  brigade  proved
characteristically noisy in condemning alleged UN complicity.  This was simple, old bluster,
the  hegemon’s  credentials  unmasked.   For  South  Florida  Republican  Rep.  Ileana  Ros-
Lehtinen,  the  United  Nations  “once  again”  showed  “support”  for  the  “brutal  Castro
dictatorship while ignoring the plight of the people of Cuba.”[2]

In many ways, the calmly, calmly approach is more sinister.  President Barack Obama has
said for some time that the US Congress will eventually lift the embargo, a point that has
ruffled the feathers of the hawks.  At an annual gathering of world leaders at the UN General
Assembly last month, the president expressed the view that “our Congress will inevitably lift
an embargo that should not be in place anymore.”

Such an attitude admits to a gradual incorporation of Cuba into the US sphere of influence, a
slow but certain breaking down of its institutions.  This should not be surprising to those
keeping watch over the global trade network that Washington is driving via such tools as the
Trans-Pacific Partnership.

The aim of such policy is an undermining of public institutions across participant countries in
favour of corporate will, accounts and vitality.  Cuba will prove to be no exception, and its
medical and education schemes may eventually be battered into corporatized, marketised
submission.  Cuban authorities, beware.

In the meantime, aspects of the embargo continue to manifest in damaging forms, usually
through  fines  against  third-country  banks  and  financial  institutions  conducting  US  dollar
transactions with Cuba.  Institutions such as Credit Agricole and Sprint have fallen foul of the
practice, having their services fined or delayed.[3]

Importantly, the continued pattern of voting from the US also suggests that the bully will
admit to normalisation, but on his own terms. The fact that 191 states might disagree with
the continued belligerence an embargo entails is beside the point. The bully still insists it
has the cards, and will dictate the program accordingly.

This form of commercial incorporation and invasion takes patience, and the Obamacrats are
eager to bide their time. GOP sniping and griping from the Florida wing is almost beside the
point.  Eventually, the dollars will come, the investments will yield fruit. Democracy will have
nothing to do with it.  The question will then be whether the Castro legacy survives the
impositions of a US imperial one.

Dr. Binoy Kampmark was a Commonwealth Scholar at Selwyn College, Cambridge.  He
lectures at RMIT University, Melbourne. Email: bkampmark@gmail.com
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[1] http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2015/09/21/us-mulls-cuba-abstention/72550062/

[2] http://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/world/americas/cuba/article41538987.html

[3] http://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/world/americas/cuba/article41538987.html
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