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The terrorist  attack in Magnanville  by alleged Da’esh (Islamic State)  operative,  Larossi
Aballa, on two police officers in Paris, serves one purpose: to remind the public that the war
on terror is real and that the police and army are here to protect the population, not oppress
it. As protests and strikes continue against the ruling class assault on worker’s security
(rights  won  through  a  century  of  indefatigable  struggle),  phantom  enemies  are  the
oligarchic state’s best friends. Phantom enemies allow the oligarchic state to force hostile
citizens to seek their protection from the ‘greater evil’.

In the Middle East where they were created by the United States and Israel, the so-called
‘Islamic State’ (Da’esh) have attempted to do what former Western trained terrorists could
not: to destroy Syria and Iraq through a large-scale military occupation of those countries.
The French media portray the Islamic State as being a symptom of the nihilism and despair
of our era; that is only partly the truth.

What is overlooked is the deep complicity of the French state in terrorism – the obscenely
Machiavellian determination to use the most brutal barbarians seen in the modern era to
implement Western imperial policy in the Middle East and throughout the world. The Islamic
State is a mercenary force of the Deep State, the imperial financial order, the hidden hand
of  military  and  financial  corporations  and  lobbyists  who  steer  the  policies  of  Western
governments behind the scenes. They do not oppose ‘Western civilisation’, they serve it,
massacring people such as those of Syria who, imbued with patriotism, heroism and piety,
refuse to kneel and worship at the alter of Mammon.

We are told by Le Monde that the terrorist/patsy in the police attack, Larossi Aballa, used
the Facebook Live  application during the attack to propagandise his crimes. He is also
reported to have threatened journalists.

Two points here –

1. Anyone with enough curiosity and intelligence to visit a good bookshop knows that
the role of journalists in the capitalist world order is to be stenographers to power. A
daily perusal of the corporate press proves the proposition unfailingly. It helps restore
public confidence in the credibility of corporate journalists if they are ‘threatened’ every
now and then; especially by the terrorists whose crimes they ignore when they are
committed on behalf of Western geopolitical interests in foreign lands such as Syria.
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2.  The dissemination  of  truth  through social  media  and the  emergence of  citizen
journalists all over the world exposing the lies of the corporate press are undermining
the public’s confidence in authority. Hence, the use of pseudonyms and the freedom to
diffuse  information  must  be  curtailed.  Fear  not!  The  government  will  protect  you  by
limiting  your  ability  to  research  and  share  information.

The murder of the two police officers comes just days after police were caught on camera
vandalising  shops  in  an  effort  to  discredit  legitimate  and  peaceful  protests  against
undemocratic labour reforms. It sends a powerful message: police are there to protect us
from terrorists not oppress us on behalf of the ruling class!

Protests are turning violent on the streets of Paris with several cars being set alight by
‘Black Box’ anarchist protesters. These Black Box hooligans sabotage worker’s struggles
every time they threaten the established order. Their actions are criminalising legitimate
protests. The recent attacks on the Necker Hospital in Paris are acts of sabotage which are
providing the pretext for the government to interdict further protests. It is clear the protest
movement is hurting the ruling class.

The murder of the two police officers in Paris is an outrage which should be condemned by
all. But it must be borne in mind that thousands of working-class policemen and soldiers
unwittingly defend an execrable class of people who would not hesitate in murdering if
political expediency required it.

As  the  class  struggle  intensifies  on  our  streets,  the  police  will  be  increasingly  mobilised
against the public. The ‘terrorist threat’ is more important than ever to sustain the illusion of
government legitimacy and bludgeon the masses into submission to the police state. But
history shows that the weakness of tyranny is that it always relies on servile classes whose
loyalty is based more on cynicism and personal advancement than moral conviction. Thus,
the  possibility  always  exists  for  police  revolt  against  the  oligarchs.  Understanding  the
precariousness of policing in tyranny is vital in activism. We must not hurl rocks and stones
at the police but seek to win them over to the cause of popular democracy and freedom.

Gearóid Ó Colmáin is an Irish journalist and political analyst based in Paris. His work focuses
on globalisation, geopolitics and class struggle.
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