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Thailand: BBC Attempts to Justify Terrorism
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BBC plums new depths with dishonest coverage of Thai crisis and attempted justification of
expanding pro-regime terror campaign.

The BBC has once again attempted to manipulate public perception regarding world events,
this  time  in  Thailand  where  the  Western-backed  regime  of  Thaksin  Shinawatra  had
announced, and is now in the process of carrying out, a deadly campaign of terrorism aimed
at growing dissent sweeping the country.

The BBC’s article, “Thailand crisis: Deadly attacks on opposition rallies,” starts by claiming:

An explosion has killed two people and wounded more than 20 others near an
anti-government protest rally in the Thai capital Bangkok.

A boy aged 12 and a 40-year-old woman died in the attack near the Central
World shopping mall, officials said.

It came hours after gunmen opened fire on an anti-government rally in eastern
Thailand, killing a five-year-old girl.

Thai Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra condemned the attacks, describing
them as “terrorist acts for political gain”.

She said her  government would not  tolerate terrorism, and ordered a full
investigation.

In reality, the regime itself, via its “red shirt” enforcers declared their intent to carry out just
such a deadly campaign of armed terror against growing protests if elections on February 2,
2014, were disrupted.

TIME magazine on January  16 reported in  their  article,  “”Bangkok Shutdown:  Yingluck
Supporters Prepare to Fight for Democracy,” that: 

As Thailand’s anti-government protests enter their fourth day, observers say
prospects for violent confrontation are increasing, with reports of government
supporters stockpiling weapons in case of Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra’s
ouster. 

According to the Bangkok Post, radical members of the Red Shirts — diehard

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/tony-cartalucci
http://altthainews.blogspot.com/2014/02/thailand-bbc-attempts-to-justify.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/asia
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/media-disinformation
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-26311828
http://world.time.com/2014/01/16/bangkok-shutdown-yingluck-supporters-prepare-to-fight-for-democracy/
http://world.time.com/2014/01/16/bangkok-shutdown-yingluck-supporters-prepare-to-fight-for-democracy/


| 2

champions of Yingluck and her notorious brother Thaksin Shinawatra — are
readying a cache of arms in case the 46-year-old premier is forced from office
by either military or judicial intervention. 

The paper quoted a Red Shirt source as saying “There are strong anti-coup and
anti-court  sentiments  among the red-shirt  mavericks  who are familiar  and
experienced with weapon use.”

The elections were not disrupted however, but rather saw massive nationwide boycotts
leading to an unprecedented,  astoundingly low 46% voter  turnout.  The regime is  now
without either a democratic mandate, or a cusus belli to use violence against protesters.

Still, the BBC is attempting to make a case for violence, citing “frustration.” The BBC would
claim:

No group has so far said they carried out either attack.

But the BBC’s Jonathan Head in Bangkok says it appears to be the start of
retaliation by the armed wing of the so-called “red-shirt” movement that backs
the governing Pheu Thai party.
For three months red-shirt activists have watched with growing frustration as
the protesters – who enjoy the backing of the military and powerful royalists –
have been allowed to obstruct the government and sabotage an election that
would almost certainly have been won by Pheu Thai, he says.

Jonathan Head’s analysis is, however, wholly, consistently, and intentionally dishonest. His
attempt to frame the opposition as backed by “the military and powerful royalists” excludes
massive numbers of growing dissent among rural rice farmers cheated now for over half a
year of promised crop subsidies. Head also claims that elections were “sabotaged,” again,
omitting that even in regions of the country where polling stations were open, the majority
chose not to vote in what they considered sham elections.

What the BBC is attempting to do, and as it has done elsewhere including in Syria, is justify
terrorism in the name of Western-backed interests in Thailand – namely the regime of
Thaksin Shinawatra. While the West and the regime itself is still attempting to sell the notion
of a divided Thailand and the prospect of a civil war, it should be noted that the facts on the
ground make both entirely impossible.
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